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I n  lH74 thc T ~ x i ~ : i  pr l2 , l s t  clf StraclbalLy, Ca. hatarford, yr. Casey, 
reques ted  the MJrcs Sisters al. Capp7quj.n t o  upan a convent in Stradbal ly .  
W i t h i n  twz lvr?  monk!-tr r.hc 140: hcr Supt riar oC Cnp,raquin ,Mrs. Uavereux ( n u n s  . 
were c d l e d  llFir;.'l) a r r i v e d  w F t h  fuur sisters ICI take  p o s s e a s i o n  o f  Myrtle 
L r  j g , :  for t h 0  l i i ' n - t i r , ?  3;' Fr. Cascy, when t h ey  were to have his house. 
They ward rnan i ~ i n c d  h;: f i ' U 1  o thers  f r ~ m  Cappoquin. Hy 1076, thanks to tho  
kindness o f  P?=. ! ! ~ x - . n  ( i f  Fahz d r i r l  ni;>ny i l t h e i o  ( j n c l u d i n g  the Church af 
I r e l ~ z d  r ~ s : d t ? t ~ )  t i l e  5tc ; :dbal l  y co;,nunil;y bccane an i n d e p e n d e n t  institution 
a!.mady wo:.klrlg w i t t i  . , I ~ ~  , 2 - 1 2 7 l c  o f  f; tzadbal  I.',. 

From th i :  s l - n a J s ,  f 'oxtunately I-c?pt by t he  e a r l y  s i s t er s  , we r o n f i z a  t h a t  
t h i s  was r a t h o r  a p innc l - r ing  endeavour amongst a p e o p l e  who received w i t h  some 
t r e p i d a t i o n -  tli,nc! eight v ~ i l e d  and l ~ ~ u d c d  f u n a l c s  now l i v i n g  amongst them. 
Thes' u I ~ r q u l y  1,s-sh-!:F. akjng peop lo  coined a new farm of  addreas i n  E n g l i s h  
t o  t h e  nuns. ,, . .+. ,- -, .. ::. nctr: hsjins, "My rlazr Virgin'" ?hat is most 
s t r i k i n g  .-1 clr!. :i.. 1 1  'IT ~ ' i ? - i t ~ ~  t~un : in t h o i r  senst:  of  humour. 

Thny 1-1: 2 4 ~ 1 . :  !.t; n t ~ t  ;il.l?. w 3, .  Ilyrtlr-: l odqc t o o  far f rm tho church, 
[ s e v u r i l ~  nun.; nut .  pnuum 1; r l  frc.* L '.r d i l i l y  n. r l y  morn ing  walk to Mass), b u t  

i.t was also tan r n n l l ,  .- d : c r o p i t .  Fa~ l r  07 tho nclns had to sleep O V E ~  the 
Laundry, r i s k i r g  cufr'c:,-;ion f r o m  .. f , -u . l t y  f l ue .  Una largu s i s l e r  p u t  her 
leg riciit thxr :u~h -'.he rr t t i  rl f loor  l e d w i n g  it d a n g l i n g  i n t o  the' kitchen below. 
Cxtrirztinn p r n u e l  a rrot33e~1 w h i c h  Sj.stcr Cud: u f f r r e d  to s o l v u  f r u m  her realm 
hy ~ a p u t a t j s v  ! ?XI a d 1  ,,c ' t l s  do!ightu, Myrtlc l o d g e  ras c h r o n i c a l l y  
infos:oi l  w i t h  r l j L 3  firr, n:.ctl, :;u tI:,~t a f t u r  c.':~ ~ i ~ t ~ ! r s  of r n i s ~ r y  t he  dec is ion  
was taken t a  rr,ove at); . 

Un 14th S e p t t m b u r  1883 thc nistcrs  nuvud  into what hcd been a pub on thc 
the Square. Fy zn urf  ~ r t u - l a t c  ca inc idcnre  +;hat wae a lsd P a t t a r n  day end t h e  
accompanying fair h e i  been s ~ i < t r ; d  fsr .thrj. f i rc i?  time f r o m  t h e  COVE t o  'the 
Square. Few pespls k n e ~  oP tho chaige.  o f  bwril:rahip o f  'the pub, and the 
resultant. - : :~n fuz ion  i3 LL ~ozdt?Cf. w i t h  m.1~47 humaux in thu annals. 

Meanwhi le ,  t h e  n u n s  . hzd , bzen s q t t i i g  on with.theix teaching. Apart 
f r u r n  tht? rcc;lulaz f ; ' o t i a n z l  Schoab c u r r i c i r l u m ,  t h e  n u n s  taught music, dancing, 
drama and a r t  ao well 3s  doaesLLc 2cience. I, t h e  .- lU3O 'a  + - they expanded inta 
commercial u e a v i . ~ g ,  sewin:, l3ca  making , embroidsry B ! : n i t t i n g  under the 
t i t l e  "Muns te r  I n d ~ s t z i o ! : ~ ~ .  About 40 girls were ernpla!lc?d and t t a i q ~ d  until 
1922. 

At? i n t s r i l s t i r , g  aspcck o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  is the s i s i c x s  involvement i n  the 
Gaelic a v i v a l  of t h e  I B 9 U r s .  preserved is t h e  voluminous corres - 
pandtm&-ot t h o  nuns ,  p a i t b i k r i y  t ha t  o f  Mother ~ a t r i z i  ~ n d  Sister A g n e s  
w i t h  Dr. h i c k n g  o f  Maymoth, (before  his early retirement) , d h i l e  he 
corructod t h n i r  I r i s h ,  they c o l l e c t u d  his folklore, p a r t i c u l a r l y  paems and 
songe fcr t : l m .  Tkesc, w i t h  hic; comments on them,  we still txeaaura in 
Stradbally. 



The n u n s ' o t h e r  work included v i s i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i c k .  Such was t h e  
r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  sistore i n  t h i s  field that in 1887 they uers asked to 
help to cars far t h o  s i c k  in t he  Lismoru k'orkhuusn, , ~ d  t h r e e  sisters from 
S t s d d b o l l y  E R r e  there u h k S  i t a  c l o e u r o  in 1922 . 

Hekc@, af tor  their i n i t i a l  diTficcl6ies, the Sisters  baearns part o f  tHe 
l i f e  o f  S t r a d b a l i y .  That t h i r  c ~ n t r i b u t i o n a  'GU it was appreciated is 
evidenced by t h e  hay, year after year, ne ighbour iny  farmere botween them 
t snded  tha smell farm adjoining Flt. St. J,sephs for the s i a t s r s .  

I n  1968, d u r i n g  Jrainagu o f  a f i e l d  a t  BaUydwane, weoden beams were 
discovered some f e e t  undor the surface. A tirnbrtr frame! was sxcavaCod and 
a wocdan pips, narrower near thc frame and widen ing  s l i g h t l y  along its 
30 f t .  l e n g t h .  T h i s  was p o s s i b l y  a duct from a s p r i n g  to drive a hoaiaantal 
m i l l w h e e l .  , the  f r a m e  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  tha  Mi l l -house.  

. - 

Such m i l l s  were common aii over  Europa and though h i g h l y  i n e f f i c i a n t ,  
were aimplu tu construct being a great  impxovemnr~-I; im quurms or hand-mills. 
The first  I r i a h  m e n t i o n  of such permanent millv ia found in the Annals af 
Tighurnach, r u f a r r i n g  to t h u  s l a u g h t e r  w f  the sans o f  Dluthnach i n  t h o  M i l l  
of Macladran in 561 A.D. and thcy are frequently mentioned i n  other annals .  
Whether the f l a l l ydwan~  m i l l  is as old as t h i s  ia u n l i k e l y  but c~rtainly i+ 
had dinappeared by 1652 rhan the  Civil ' i u r v d y  Has made. En p r t s  af t h e  
West o f  Ireland such mills wure i n  use u p  Lu l05U. ( s o u  Articlw by Knox - 

from Proceedings R . I . A . ,  Vo l .  X X V I ,  Set, C ) .  

Unfartunatuly, the mmaina o f  t h i s  m i l l ,  wort, brakan up and ,111, t h a t  
remains is a s i n g l a  oak beah l o f t .  l o n g  by gins. Square, w i t h  nicho 12 i ns .  

d ~ e p  by 4 ins. wide, near the t o n t r s .  No s i g n  at' m i l l  s tonas  rlnc whaal 
uure found,although thoy muy still ho buried. 

WATERFWD CITY W D R K H L I U S E  had accommodation f a r  1004 inmatus .  In March 
1846 there were 1,043 inmatt t s ,  r i s i n g  osch March d u r i n g  t t ~  Famine years 
to 1,153, 1,852 and a pcak o f  2,410 in M h r c h  IC49. 

.... 'I... it appears that when Hnnry t T I  f irst  w n t  ta I r e l a n d  thure 
a c e r t a i n  (Ustman) ch i e f  namud Reginald  Mac G i l l u n t a r y  who rcsidect al- 

Reynatid's Castle, near the pa r t  of Waterford, whcru  I n  the jurors' L i m c  

(i .t i .1310) there was a c d r t a i n  deaurttzd nmte, am,,  having heard 07' th:; 
King's coming, and o f  hie intantion ta l a n d  an ermy at Waterford, 
endeavoured, by means o f  three larya chains t h r u w n  across thc h a r b o u r ,  
t o  frustrate t h e  attempt. f h u  King succseclcd, i ~ n c l ,  hav in?  tokt:ri 

R,ginald and h i s  adherants prisoners ,  h u  hanged t i w m  as  c o b c l a ;  ariti I?(? 
s x p e l l o d  all t h ~  a t h e r  Ustmun whom he Found d ~ c l I . i r r g  i n  t lw C i t y  , . e "  



The preseni viiL:~ge of Uunmahon s t a n d s  on the E a s t  o f  the  town- 
l a n d  of  Terngleybrick, which i c  o thzrwise  t h i n l y  populated.  Yet the 
Western p a r t  of the townland appears to have been the homeland of the 
0' B r i c k s ,  l1LIord.s of t h e  Decies", who s imply  disappeared, in the 13th 
Century, to he succeeded by a bustling Norman community with  Manor, 
Court and c.hurches. This too has disappeared  by 1660 and nothing now 
remains (see  map ) . 

THE V A N I S H E D  MEDIEVAL SKTTL.KMENTS OF T;;IXPLEYBI?ICK 
i - r  * . . - - -  --.--._I-- 

Burl K x t a n ,  o r  I~unrnahon 4s [;he p r e s e n t  nume o f  t h i s  village at 
the  mouth of the river Kahon. It lies on the townland of Ternpleybrick 
and i t  i e  po t  easy t o  de f ine  procisii'y when t h e  village dropped i ts 
townland name and became Bunrnahon., D r .  Char les  Smith,  w r i t i n g  h i s  
h i s t o r y  of  Co. Watorford around 1'145, :.f.rr's nothing there worthy of  
mention.; b;:t he does  show BONWAHON aAY on h i s  map. If we move on t o  
Staw Mason's Perochia l  Survey of I r e l a n d ,  1814 - 1819, we find 
u t a t i s t i c s  of the  ve-9 s l zeab lk  village o f  "Don Mahon". 

The earliest r e c o r d a d  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t 5 . s  townland - o t h e r  than  
Ptalenyla 11J3~if ;~nteci1 .. m u s t  h a - ~ e  been the OIBricds, Chiefs of the 
Southern  Dess i  o r  Deci. ::;, 'Y!t.'!=> O f H r i . c s  ,are t h u s  described in OaHeerin 
& O f  Dugtin::; Tapni;raph.-cal ' P o c ~ ~ r i  of the 1.4th 2 -  15th Ccnturios : 

U:t lIEACH.?C:I t h o  (?.elLghtfu'j. l i e s ,  
I n  the  Soc th  o f  woody INISFAIL, 
01B21CtS fair lot a j ~ n g  the waves, 
From LECLCGII4. to LI.;THDRUM. 

D r ,  0' D c n o v m  in 
Flaherty's OGYQXA, nnd 
the ~ r i g F n n l  t e r r i t o r y  

h . 5 ~  Ordnrinco Survey lot terc , quoting f rorn O f  
D r .  Kenting'a History mfe& w atate& that of t h e  DESIXS of  Munc:';er / flbom ISMORE to CREDEN 

HEAD and from the ~ i v e r  S u i r  t o  OIBSICIS ISLAND, However in e a r l y  
t imes ,  before the Nol:man invasion, it would seem t h a t  the 0' Brics and 
their fo l l owers  werc driven f r o ?  their homelrcnd by the Eugenmns " 

( ~ c  Cnrthys) af Demond. C e r t a i n  i t  is t h a t  t h e  name disappeared from 
County Waterford - indeed f-on IreS.nnd, c t h e r  than t h c  Korry OtBruicls 
by the time of t . ? ~  Cit.i!. S?.rveg c f  1654, whereas t h e  OIFAOLAINS, princes 
of the Decies nna, lat :r n f  the Korthern Dessi, have remained numerous 
in the County r i ~ h t  up to modern times - in the guise of PHELAN and 
WELBN . 

There are good r a m o n s  f o r  believing that ';he c%eftain of the 
OIBrics had his hendquwieza  on OITd'4!! UX R R I C ,  o r  O'Bric's I s l a n d ,  
now known as  Doyes Isl-and - a h e a l ; o n n  forming p a r t  of t h e  o l d  toun- 
land of '.I?EMPLEYBRlCE : the  old t c w d a n d  of Templyyhrick in the  17th 
Century was twjce as large as n c , ~ ,  including na it d i d  the present town- 
land of BALLYMAREII). There has always been a f o l k  memory of this: 
Dr. 0' Donovan refers l;o it i: his Ordnancu Survey letters ae does Samuel 
Lewis i n  his Togogrnphj.ca1 Dic2ionary. T r i w ,  they both mention the 
l o c a l  traditior tba i  O'Bsic1s strongcold was on A largz insulated rock, 
some 40 yards from t.he &ore and a d j a c e n t  t o  Island OIBric: However a 
few centuries ago thFs island t oo  must have been an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of 
a greaitly enlarged h e a U w ~ ?  of  I s l a n d  O1Eric - and in any case, the 
i s l m d f  s name ha;; always been TE'CPLE Ok.i!l?:C, which must signify a church 
sitc. Apart from t h i s ,  the  point has well been made by a Northern 
s c h o l a r ,  br. Semius OfKe l ly ,  that " a residence of the  above kind (i.e. 
t b e  late citadel af a Gaelic c h i e f t a i n  was o f t e n  perpetuated as a 
site of a P l a n t a t i o n  chief-house,- t h e  s p o t  u s u a l l y  being a suitable one 
and already cleared". Doc?lmen'iary evidence we c e r t a i n l y  have t h a t  the 
Norman i nvade r s  had Manor, C o u r t ,  tenements, burgages m d  p o s s i b l e  even 
a castle o n  t,hc h n d s  n i  the manor of ISLAND Of  BRTC - l q t e r  known as 





Jams 8hQrlnck ragardir.~: Island Ivrick and Temple Ivrick. Around the 
same t i m e  a h y a l  Inquisition was held i n t o  the dencent o f  the Earldom 
of Ormond 1613 - 1625. The Earl o f  Orrnondls poesesdions i n  Co. Water- 
ford ore listed as : - 

(1) The O l d  F r i a r y  3f ~ a r r i c k b t & '  
(8 )  Gurtynctenny ( i o u p  O x t e e n  Upper) 
( 3 )  Thc. towns 01- v i l l a g e s  -of TAMYLEYVIRKE , I L A [ ? D Y V R I E ,  S H A N K I L L  

and klKILLAGHMOYLYN'J ( i , e.. Kilmgylran) 

In 1641 tho great C i v i l  War broke out i n  Ulster 2nd spread across 
the face of Ireland. Peace only came a f t e r  Cromwell had l a i d  waste 
the country from end t o  end. History has left us ~ i t h  an account 
o f  the  cnd af that  other p e a t  Power manor of  Dunhili, but it ie silent 
on the  sub2ect u f  Island 0'Bri.c and Temple OfBric. S u f f i c b  that i n  
1664 the Comrniesioners o f  thc Civil Survey found thc Earl of Ormond i n  
possession of n " t e r r i t ~ r y ~ ~  bnllYAJJJJILANEEN Parish consisting o f  
llTEMPLEIEiRACKM , LYSNEGEllAOH'l and "UALLYDOAN" . A footnote s tatoa  that 
"This t e r r f t o ~ i e  wae d i v i d e d  i n t c  three even parta* The chief  place 
was TEMPLE BRACK and bad a manor and Royaltees,  the f i ~ b i n g  o f  the - 
sea and river Mabin and tZlb b e f e f i t t  o f  a Courte  Leete once a yearev.  
Already the verb& are i n ' t h e  past tense. The s w c n l l e d  Census o f  
Ireland around 1659 ehows TEMPLE X BRACK now having the smallest 
popula$ion of any townland-in Dallylaneen Parish - eight fami l i e s  ( a l l  
Irish ) againat Lisnegerah with fourteen (all Irish ) and Ballydoan 
with eleven (nine I r i s h  add two English, with  Peter Anthow Gent .  ae 
the man o f  stqnding there). 

The irn5ortanc.e of  I s l ? n d  OfBric and Temple OtBric i s  clear enough 
from our documentmy records  and from tradftion. It is perhaps 
stnange that early maps, such as Mercators (1595) or Boayios  (1599) 
do not mark Island OfBric - although they both include ISLAM) HUBBOOK. 
However, John Speed (1.610 ) has "Sle Iuerickn marked clearly enough, 
i n  the right place,  on h i s  map of Munater. A Saascnach, he seas f i t *  
to draw a Sqsaenachls idea of a proper i a h n d .  - B y  1610 however, the 
manor of Ialand OfBric was c l e a r l y  i n  decl ine.  The d e t a i l a d  mape of 
t h e  Down survey of 1655 - '58 ehawing townland4 a@ w e 1 1  aa.-$.monies, 
have nothing to'sbow of note in Temple OfBrie . Island OIDrfc 
ie conapicuoualy missing. The records of the Civil Survey regular ly  
show castles, s t w p e  of castles, stone houses, and' "Euinat sC s t o w *  . 
houses", but again, nothing at a11 i a  l i a t e d  f o r  t h e  townland o f  
Templeobrick. Canon Power refers to an area.iq Lisuageerah.as-the -- 
s i t e  o f ' -  o l d  mansion of  tho Powers - but doe8 n o t - h i n t  at how old. 
Q'3ricts ancient citadel would l i k e l y  b e  b u i l t  l v g e l y  of wood end 
m r t h  but the  Normans could  be expected t o  replace' thi8&th stohb. 
I f  ao, 1 think we can aafely conclude that any cas t le  was largely 
doetroyed by coastal,  erapion; the present "is landf1 would be.  but a .  - 

fraction of the land ~urfnce available five centuries ago. Never the- 
less, around 1840 the firgt Ordnancu Surveyors found and marked &eo 
rectangular hwao sites Un 'tlie ' I i s l ~ t n d ~ ~  and Mr. Usahur, the frielld 6f A 

1. J .  Weertsopp, reputedly saw the foundations of several stone huts of 
which traces are paid s t i l l  t o  e x i s t ,  Islaad OrBric i s  at present 
almost a genuino island and i s  inaccddsible from the mainland. It is 
r idd led  with ev idence  of  former mining but its a u r f ~ c e  i s  n level green 
sward. 

The ecc3Leaiqsticnl atory.0-.f. Island:OIBr'ic wo~ld'enbai~ much 
research among early charch archives. Canon Power has no hes i ta t ion  
i n  listing Island OtBric as an ancient parish of L i a m ~ r e  Macese:.-- 
as one might ax&& Bub i t s  separate'axisteace aeems to have come 
t o  an end around the  same time a8 the Manor dis lppeazed from history.. 
We can diacuvar that Pope Nichol~s's ttixntion of 1291 valued tho 

4, 



parish of'Hilk nbrug-at 'g3.2.8. i d e n t i f i e d  hy Canon Power as Island 0' 
Bric. Even as late as 1558 a Catholic prieat William Power, p r o b a b l y  
under the protection of the local Power family, was still functioning 
as Vicar of the united churches of KILBARMADAN, ISLANDBRICK & BOSSMIRE. 
On the Protestant aide, a t  the Reformation, Island O'Bric aeems 
originally t b ,  have declined in importance i n t o  a ttparticlelf  of the 
p a r i d  of HOTHELL. Even-so, aa late ae 1607 Renniaontm Succeaaion 
Liet of Liemore Dioceee shorn the vicar of Mothell appointing another 
William Power as curate for INSULABRIK. 

Today, we look i n  vain for  ruindd buildinge associated with its 
ancient hiatory, anywhere on the old townland of Templevrick - even 
for v i s i b l e  tracea of any of these. Artaund 3840 John O t  Donovan 
deecribed the foundations of an ancient building indistinctly visible 
on the ialand o f  Templeybrick: today, given even powerful binoculars, 
the viaitor could hardly do the ame. Ialand OvBric i~ nothing but a 
pasay  award today. Templeybrick Townland church, even i n  1840 
waa but a site, hallowed by tradition. It ia on record that the 
Cornish miners, at a later period i n  Bunm&on's mhequered his tory+pul l ed  
down the mine  of Philip Barronfs Irish College to use aa building 
materials, i t  m a y  well be that they &Leo utiliaed anything that remained 
standing af the ancient aottlenent on the Templeybrick townland. 

JOHN HULHOLUND 
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Census of Ireland: C. 1659: Pub. 1939 by Ir ish M.S.S. Commissiop, 
aditor  Seamus Pender. 

Ot Donovan's Ordnance Survey Letters: Pub. 1929, reproduced by 
Rev. W, 0' Flanagan 

Placename of Daciee: Pub. 1952 by Cork University Press by 
Canon E. Power. 

Cileanin~s from Uleter Hietory: Pub. 1951 by Cork University Presa 
by Dr. Seamua OIKelly. 

~ o ~ o ~ r a p h i c a l  Dictionary of Ireland: Pub. 1837 London by 
Samuel Lewis 

9. Irish Monaetic & Episcopal Deeds, 1200-1600: Pub. 1936 by I r i s h  
M.S.S. Commission - Editor M.B. White. 

10. Waterford & Liarnore : A Compendious Himtory: Pub. 1937 by Cork 
University Preea : By Cnnon P. Power. 

11. Fortified Headlands and Castlee on the South coast of Munster: 
By T. 3. Westrlpp M. A . ,  Pub. PmRm1.A.q Vol. 32, 1914-16. 



PUBLICATIONS DE' LWAL H1STOHICAL INTEXEST 

1. 'fClonmel": By Shee & Watson, p u b l i ~ h c d  by An T a i s c e ,  price 99p 
I t  is a k l a b l c  from An Taisce, f ro : s  bookshops i n  Clonmel and 
e l sewhere ,  Its 62 yages deal with 

( A )  The h i s t o r i a a l ' d e v e l o p m e n t  of.ClonrneJ. 
( b )  A r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Slorimel. 
(c) Sites around Clor~rnel 

It also contains many maps, sketches and photographs both 
" monochrome and c a l o u r z d ,  

2. " C i t y  Walls of .Wate r fo rdf l  is a woll cnsrt..  The Viking arid Norman 
fortieications are auporimposed on a nap of the p r e s e n t  e t r e e t  
p a t t e r n  and are  flanked by sketches g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  of parts o f  the  
fortifications s t i l l  standing. A s h o r t  exp l ana to ry  text 
supplements  this. The chart is available from the City H a l l  a t  
75p 

'fMooncoin" P a r t  1: 1750 - 1975: by T. Ryan' a v a i l a b l e  from the  
au thor  a t  C a r r i c k  Road, Mooncoin. I ts  90 pages  deal w i t h  the 
eccleaiaetical and educatinnal~~history of the parieh , plus the 
correspondence on t h e  lfCarigcen A f f a i r "  of  -1832. 

4, "The Comeraghsff Vol. 3: 1976: e d i t e d  by Sean R Sheila Murphy, ie 
due f o r  publicatian at the end o f  J u l y ,  c o s t i n g  about 70p and 
available . . fkom the  Book Cen t r e ,  Waterford and o t h e r  r e t a i l  outlets. 
It b r i l l  include a . r t i c 1 . e ~  on V i k i n g  brewing equipment found a t .  
Comshir~gnun; on the use  af  water.power from the Comeragha t o  drive  
mills etc. on local hermits, seers i n d  p o e t s ;  on t h e  Queen Anne 
roads,  on the Cromwcl.li'an Flantsticn, and on mining in.Bunmahon. 

Dad you know t h a t  ? 
- - - -  
(1) The tower and sp i re  0.f Ferrybank P a r i s ; !  Ciilrrch o f  the Sacred H a a t  

was c o m p k t a d  in 1867 and in January of t h o  sene year t h e  g i v e r  
S u i r  was frozen across. 

(23 That Crornwall rl-?vur s e t  f nut l ln Crarnwd.1 '2 Hack (sorry ~ t a u r i s t a $ ) ,  
b u t  v i s m d  t h e  city f r o m  Mount, Misery and  then crd~lsad dy ;p&ntktn 
Bridge to tracedieru . Waterford succassf ully w iths tood'*the ehge, 

'but was campelled t o  eurrendrr t o  Ireton in the fo l lowing year-,' 
16% It i n  perhapa a? r a m  nlsvmnce t o  obnrvo t h a t ~ Y m t u $ ~ ~ r  

w a r d  W t  -U Iun- i n  him Iri.), uhp-) 
5s not act- tk mat it dmmawm i n  wr f r b h  uchool h x t -  
book*. 

( 3 )  That  the nms'0ssory bad -'its o r i g i n  i n  tho old [iae.lic " U i p c ~ l  q iocht"  
t h z  k i n g d m  of the 2 rivera i.e. l:il!: d i a t r i c t  between. the S u i r  and 
t hk  narrow. 

( 4 2  That L j t t *  Island' of Fitzgarald fame waoo* part and perom1 of 
Usaory .  Balw Belview une c o u l d  uelk icrbsa, . I  A.  fh<,ford r at lou tids. 

I , -  . 
( 5 " Y h b t '  th& ieir?d castle wak onsa t h e  1 3 t h  Century asat  o f  the Qrmondu. 

FRANK HEYLIN. 
1 C I - Y a - I  



1 I? 
. . .  

P H I L I P  B A R H U N  - M k E J  O F  M Y S T E R Y  

W i t h  the c o m i n g  a f  Summer, caursea f o r  s t u d e n t s  o f  I r i s h  w i l l  
r c - c p e n  e l l  ovor the  ~ a e l t o c h t s .  I n  County W a t e r f n r d ,  Colaiste 
ne Hiqne will be p a c k e d  out as  usual; r,ne of t h e  oldast collegaa 
i n  c o n a t a n t  e x i s t a n c e .  But Cuunty Waterford may alau lay claim 
t o  t h e  firet I r i e h  language c o l l e g u  ever f o u n d s d  i n  Ire!.ana, a s  
f a r  back ae 140 years ayo - an extraordinary college, t h s  d r a m  
and the h e a r t b r e a k  o f  a n  extraordinary man, Philip B a r r a n .  Even 
t o d a y  P h i l i p  B a r r o n  i s  something a t  a myate ry .  

Hs wae born a t  D u r r a w ,  near Stradbelly i n  s i t h e x  1001 o~ 
1802 - like moat  DP the  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  no-one esems quits 
csrtain, and waa the  e l d s a t  of t h a  seven children of qjcherd 
Barron and Cathsrins Hey. Dugias DB HIde i n  h i a  book W i a u  
sgus .en Connradh"  says that hs wan a n a t i v t s  speaker. uf i r i a h  and 
that  the Barron family was o n e  o f  t h e  nios-t: raspe.cted farnilim i n  
Caurrty Vaterford at t h a t  tine, They had a o u b s t o n t i e l  amount  o t  

land and a l t h o u g h  the f a t h e r  d i e d  i n  lP .12  u h a n  Philip could not 
have been mare than  sleven years old, t h o  w i d w  and family were-well 
provided for. Towards t h e  end o f  the y u d r  la2U Philip waa e n r o l l -  
e d  as  a r e s i d e n t  etudent i n  T r i n i t y  C d k y c ,  Dublina His applica- 
tion form, s t i l l  ex tant ,  stekes Lhdb he was educated by yr. Collins, 
Uaterford. Seamus 0 Caeaide i n  "The I r i s h  Baok Lovertt July - August 
1929 s t a t e s  tha t  thare ie na t r - ~ c c  a t  a l l  o f  any Mr. C o : l i r ~ s  hading 
a school in Jsterford at the3 'bb9ir ,n ino of t h e  l a a t  century, but there  
was a Mr. Connull who did tnncb in t h e  C i t y  a t  t h a t  time, a n d  the two 
names could trave bean confused i f  g i v e n  u r d l y  t o  whoevar was f i l l i n g  
i n  the  applications for entrants .  L j r .  ,.I. Ii, Singer ,  who was after-  
narda t o  bocomo P r u t e a t a n t  Bishop o f  Mcath appears Lo have b s u n  his 
tutor. P h i l i p  Basroc laft T r i n i t y  W i t h o l ~ t  g.atting o Dogrea. 
Sean UfCadhln says t h a t  ho s p e n t  thrut: p a r s  thkh .  - , . - - -  .A.C_ 

Shor t l y  a f t e r ,  i n  th l j  year lf3Z5, h e  t ~ o u g h t  h i m s ~ 1 . f  i-1, nuws- 

peprar, t h o  W a t u s f o r d  Chroniclo. H e  was d e e p l y  i n k e r o s t e t d ,  a s  
bere h i e  f a m i l y ,  i n  the  Cathol ic  quest ioh ,  ,3nd i t  ie l i k e l y  t h a t  
his main abject  in buy ing  thia "Chron ic lp"  was to he lp  the Ca.tl~o:~:i.c 
Asa'ociatiori. F o r  ij year he rail it and i t s  tone was brave, 
i n c h p e n d e n t ,  a r ~ d  r-~at ior~;~lly--rr! j .nd~id.  i . i ~ r r i ~ n y  th~, 1826 Elcc1:ione i-11.) 

wok the S t l ~ a t  siae: a n d  s u p l ~ u r t e d  t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e ,  H o n r y  V i l l i e r s  "' 1 . 
S t u a r t ,  i n  . o p p o s i t i o n  to L o r d  G c o r q d  ~orac;:'ord. D u r i n g .  the 
elactian campaign h e  p u b l i s h e d  on s r t i c l e  i n  t h e  C h ~ ~ m i c i ~  s p e a k i n g  
severely o f  t h o  t reatment w l ~ i c h  M r .  Dcnn ,  '1 C o r k  Rcrrrister waa a l l eged  
t o  have nutad a u t  to tunants nea r  Tnllobd. T h i s  was tho opj.7~1h1,~rlj.t.y 
t h a t  t h a  Berasford f a c t i o n  was w a i t i n g  f o r .  A w r i t  f o r  l i b ~ l  was 
issued s y a i n s t  P h i l i p  Btirrun as p r o p r i e t r ~ r  uf t h e  nLdnto~ fo rd  !:hclmiclul;' 
T h o r e  are rt:porto o f  t h o  case i n  t h e  "D1~b1i .n  Morning Rcgistert',  9 t h  
A p r i l ,  1 8 2 7 ,  t h e  " l l u b l i n  Morr-ling P o s t 1 '  3th h'pril i  1 9 2 7 ,  and t h t !  
Watrxford C h r m ~ i c l e  k p r i l  1827, a l s o  t h c  " D u b l i n  E v e n i n g  Mail" 1 1 t h  
kpri1,lBZT. Bl)rron himeal f  did n o t  ~jppoar i .1-i C O L I X ~ ,  hut  ~ L I  wila 
dsfmdmd by tug v c r y  famoue m a n ,  S g t .  G o o l d  K.C., and  D a n i e l  O I C o n n e l l .  
But . f ~ r  a l l  D a n ' s  e l o q u e n c e ,  this ~ r o s  o n e  casa h e  d i d  nut, w i n  and 
d e ~ ~ g s b  t o  thu surn of L1,35L1 vwrc yiwsr?  against  B a r r o n .  



L ~ r i  t t l e  8th M R ~  :rri npprral was heard on t h e  grounds  t i7a t  or, 
01' t h c  juryrr;en was a r a l . a t i v s  o f  Lord Getjrge Rereaford and had 
been oc h i s  committee d ~ r i n g  t he  e i u c t i o n s .  It was muved by 
Mr. C u r r d n ,  b u t  f a i l a d ,  But meanwhile I1h i . l i . p  Earron h r A  f l e d  
t h o  country and  tha  w r i t  was nuver smvfx i .  t i ia  last p u b l i c  
appearance wzs a t  n meet ing  i n  the T w n  H.311, :Jaterfurd, where 
ho spoke or,, Mendici ty  o n  1'3th A p r i l ,  .LU27. 
l e a v e  +,he courl.t:r:y cdthor than pny w h a t  he no 
a n  abr lormal ly  l arge  i ~ n d  unjust fini:. 

The " C h x n i c i e "  , a f t e r  a short s i l u n c u  
t h e  dt.h May and soon i e t t u r s  began ta appear 

Then tic decided to 
d o w t  conaidered 

appeared again on 
i n  it. undar t h o  pan-name . . 

" H i b e r n i c u s V .  They were f r ~ m  Par i s ,  and fmm their N e t i o n a l  
outloak, and their a%yls, they u;erc g a n e r d l y  considorod t o  b e  
from the pen o f  the e x - p r o p r i o t o r .  IiE was i n  Parie  u n t i l  A p r i l  
o f  t h e  f 'oll .nwing year and then wuuld appear to have gone to 
Italy. Kr. Dsnn's libel a c t i o n  was the ill wind that blaw 
aome goad; f o r  Barran, while i n  exilu began to become c o n s c i o u s  
o f  t h q  ~ ! a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t i e s  u f  t h e  countries he saw, .and nbserv- 
i.ng, .t,hu muai.c, sang, c u l t u r e  and longuoges o f  o t h e r  countries, 
was .canv incod  o f  t h u  g r e a t  laaa Ire land  was s u f f s r i n g  by t h e  
n e g l e c t  m d  supresaion o f  her n a t i o n a l  h e r i t a g s .  From t h i s  
was bc rn  h i s  droam. , 

T h a  next  place we hear ~ J P  P h i l i p  -Uarron is in July 1030 
when he went on a de legot icn  ts Ki lkenny  t o  see h i 8  old d e f e n d e r  
D u n i a l  OtConnelL. Thia time he and h i s  c o l l a ~ g u e s  wera asking 
O ' C a n n o l l  to consider standing as o c a n d i d a t e  far County Watorford 
i n  t h e  Jastministec s l u c t i o n a .  But the great man Nan not i n t e r u a t o d .  
N e t t h e w  B u t l e r  a t a t e e  t h a t  Berran had r e t u r n e d  t o  IreLond t h e  
previous August o r  September. 

[ i n  Decornber 5 t h  1830, he attended o rneoting o f  ' t h e  Catholic 
i n h a b i t a n . 5 ~  o f  Dungarvan and spoke t h o r e .  Tho meet ing had b w n  
c a l l a d  h$ t h e  t o w n ~ p s o p l s  t o  r e f u t e -  some particularly slanderous 
rumours t h a t  had b e e n  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  'an -attempt t o  vilify the  Local 
privsta - t h e  Perish priest .Dr.  ora an-end 'tho curake, Fr .  "Fagarty. 
Barran was elected to t h e  committee t h a t  was formed a t  t h a t  
meet ing .  An i n t s r e e t i n g  m i d a l i g h t  & this can be. Paund in hn 
t A h i r *  Padraig Breathnach'  e l i t t l e  eong-boo&, lbSidh-Chrsoln 9 

p u b l i o h o d  i n  1924. Giving t h a  song " ~ i l e  N i  Ghadra" w i t h  t he  
t r a d i t i o n a l  County Waterford norda, he fol lows it with e n o t e  a b o u t  
or. F o r a n ,  mentioned i n  the song, eraying "Thu P.P. o f  llungarvan, 
Dr. Fornn, took p a r t  w i t h  thd Nephew o f  the D ~ k e  of Oevonshire, t h e  
Hon. George Lambft, Ha is, o f  course, rakerr ing to t h e  c l o c t i a n s .  
So, in s p i t n  of the f a c t  that Dr. Foran had takan tho s i d o  o f  the 
peopla who has bcan reaponsibla ,for b r i n g i n g  him to  court, P h i l i p  
Barron waa w i l l i n g  t o  dofend 'h ia  goad nams p u b l i c l y  and serve oh a 
commiktae formed for his dofence. 

Barrorl'a ambi t ion  was l o  pravi.de t h s  Irish p e o p l o ,  t h o  greet 
poverty--str icken massea af them w i t h  'thnir language, tradit ions ,  
i l i a t o ~ y ,  aangs, archasology, in tiooks t h a t  would be eu cheap that  
wen t h e  poorest c o u l d  ;buy. knd: his other  dream was e cal lego,  wharo 
through t h e  I r i s h  language, h e  could provide a truly IT-i.2:~ education 



for young atudents and n i g h t  courses fo r  the adul t  populnlian of Neat 
Watarford. He now began a periad o f  i n t e n a e  study t a  ready h i m s e l f  
f a r  this mammoth task .  

Frur r~  1830 t o  1 8 3 4 ,  he con tac ted  scholars a l l  over  t h o  coun t ry ,  
writing and r e c e i v i n g ,  i t  i s  estimated, h u n d r e d s  uf  l o l t e s s ,  n o t  one 
of  which survivee. Then in 1034, h e  began work an t h o  b u i l d i n g  of 

h i t  c u l l e g u .  His father's l a n d s ,  known as the Mountain Castle E s t a t e .  

had been left ta P h i l i p  and it was on his own land t h a t  ha chaaa t h e  
rite f o r  the College building. Motthuw Butler a t a t a s  the t  w h i l o  t h s  

b u s d i n g  wae i n  progress he l i v e d  in S e a f i o l d  House. f l a r x n n  himeelf  

deacribea t h o  rosult; " I n  this bu i ld ing ,  t h e  socien-t Gothic nrder ha8 
beon adoptad. There ara two returns i n  the r e r o  w i t h  o yard i n  t h e  

centre. These roturns  arts also Gothict'.  Tho 1841'0rdnancu Survey 
map ahom such n b u i l d i n g  ta t h e  East  of Soafisld townland,  although' 
m l e ~ a a y s  it waa s i tua ted  at the south Boundary o f  thc  t ownland  o f  .#.! 
S e s f i s l d  cloee by thc Glenanatarbail Road and t h a t  it had threk epirea.  
In 1916, when Butlarva s x h a u s t i v ~  a e r i e s  u f  ar t ic les  b e g a n  i n  t h e  
"Catholic Record o f  Waturford & Li~ t i t~ ra" ,  on Barron ho oays, tha t  the 
r u i n s  there covered about 2U X 1 6  y e ~ d s ,  n o t  a very large b u i l d i n g ,  
apparently,  but probab1.v quite imposing. B a r r o n  describes t h a  a i t u a t -  

i o n  as being " i n  n s i l e n t .  .glen,  hut in by hills fro111 ovary storm, 
m i l e  f rom Bunmahon anci 3 f r o m  S t r ~ l d b a l l y .  

On t h e  1st January 103.5 P h i l i p  Baron's co l l ege  Was oponad. He 
had advert i sed  it i n  the "Freeman's J o u r n a l w  as  teaching, as well  as 
I r i s h ,  ~ r i t i n ~ ,  C i p h e r i n g ,  ~ e n s ; r a t i n n ,  Naviyat ian ,  E n g l i s h ,  Grammar, 
Geography, H i s t a r y ,  L a t i n ,  Greek & Hebrew. It was t o  have been er 
b i l i n g u a l  College a t  f i r s t ,  and a s  soon as  a l l  h i s  p u p i l s  had become 
f l u a n t  I x i s h  apeakars, he intended t e 2 c k i n g  a l l  silb jscf s t h r o u g h  t h e  
medium o f  Ir i sh .  There io no record  o f  who h i s  t e a c h e r s  w e r e ,  ur how 
many t h e r e  wsre. He h i m s e l f  c r ~ u l d  have t a u g h t  several aubjeeta. Y E  
also ran n igh t  classes for l ocd l  p c o p l u ,  which i n c l u d d  s d a s s  i n  
agricul ture .  He was very i n t e r s a t e d  i r ~  i m p r a v i n g  r:grieulturlr i n  
Ireland, probably r e a l i s i n g  t h a t  wa wero h e a d i n g  tcrwardo Chcl Fmintl .  
In many ways Bakron forsahadowtjd Pedra ig ,  M& P i a r a i r i  und C a l o i a t ~  
Canna. He u r g a n i e e d  aompetitiona for h i s  p u p i l a  .I;h8rC w m r m  wry like 
ths aerly Oiseachtos compet i t ions.  

Simul t a r~eoc r s ly  w i t h  t h e  u p u r ~ i r ~ g  o f  t h e  U~.lnrnahon Col lege ,  P h i l i p  
Darron comrn~nced o u b l i c a t i w  of h i s  boukluts, On J a n u n ~ y  1 s t  
"hnc is r i t  I r u l a n d ' l "  a p p e a r e d .  I y w a s  Phe r e s u l t  ut' tilmr?ot 9 years 
of p r u p a r a t i o n ,  a c c u r d i n y  t u  himee l f ,  a n d  hc h a d  n u  daub? t h e t  he was 
now a b o u t  t o  prodl.!cu a G a e l i c  r e n a i u s a f i k u ,  Ht. kl r i t eo  "1 anr w e l l  
aware o f  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  whfrh d i l l  burst f o r t h  an the  appearance of 

t h i a  ncegazino. I l e t  i t  ri- qo o u t  t o  t h e  w o r l d  w:i t l?r~ui;  t h e  s 1 i . g h t a s . t .  
fears as .to i t s  roccpkidn.  ,+ . .From t h ' i s  e r a  (1st' Janun:ry 1 H 3 5 ) ,  iqe s h a l l .  

have t o  d a t e  t h e  r e v i v a l  uf l u e r n i n y  i r i  I r o l a r l d .  

T h i s  revival was t o  t a k e  p l a c e  through t h e  cclj.ege, t h e  
m a g a z i n e ,  and no less khan 2 5  t ypes  u f  publication, r a n g i n g  f r o m  a 
2 4 i s s u c  s e t  of I r i s h  P r i m o r s ,  t h r o u y h  d i c t i o n a r i e s ,  Ca.tschisms,  
s e r m o n s ,  g a o g r ~ p h i e s  a n d  h i s t o r i e s  t o  a Hebrew Grammar  ' (Carrun be- 
l i e v e d  I r i s h  end Hebrew to have  c l o s e  a f f i n i t i e s ) .  1U,C00 copies c ~ f  
" h n c i e n t  I r e l a n c i  &a. 1" weru p r i n t e d  and  a r c p r i 0 t i r l g  had t o  b e  done; 

\ l o l u m e s  2 Y. 3 also a p p e a r e d  i n  January, tiach or IF; paze:; and o v e r  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g '  rnbnth s5.x o f  , t ! ic  o the r  p u b l i r : a t j . o n s  w u ~ p .  i:;nuccl. ? ' A r . ~ c i e n t  
I r o l a n d  1 V "  eppaarcd i r r  A p r i l  3s A m o n t h l y  o f  1.12 13r1cje.5 end the May 



.i.ssua c o c t a i n e d  l ? t i  t i g h t l y  p r i n t a d  p a g e s .  So far  B a r r a n  h a d  2UO,WL1 
h o o k l a t s  in  c i r c u l a t i a n  c~ccardir~g to B u t l r , r  . 

Y e t  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  i n  " A n c j e n t  I r ~ l a n d f '  (May ' 3 5 )  declares  
"some d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  . h a s  heen f c.Lt that t h e s e  s l e r n e n t a r y  w o r k s  

: - 
n o t  h s i n g ,  befare n w ,  aut'in grea5er d , u n d a n c e  and g r a a t o r  v a r i s t y " .  
HE:. t h e n  comments  on t h e  l a c k  o f  c o n t r i b u t o r s  : "Wherr! are t h e  pereon:.?. 
o f  .learning and  n a t i o n a l  racor~ i r -3  ' r ' .  . . . .'lid c a n n o t  be Iiad o v e n  frm 
t h o a t ?  who f a e l - t h o  d e e p e s t  i n t e r e s t  a n d  c l n x i e t y . , i . , . I n  a very short 
time - w t i  ~ i h a l l  h a v e  a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  small  Irish works o u t " .  No- 
t h i n g  f u r t h e r  appoarod. 

Here t h e  g r e a t  m y s t e r y  h o g i n s .  It i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  ' 
c u l 1 f : g e  c l o s e d  i n  May or. Junu. Nu a n e  kn'ows f o r  certain when it 
c l o s e d .  OrCadhla s a y s  he had t o  c l o s e  it "i gcionn l o a t h  bh l iena ' !  
What  h a p p e n e d  to e,nd so suddonly a n d  f i n a l l y  a l l  t h e  
d r o a m s  and a m b i t i o n s  o f  t h i s  c x Q r a o r d i n a r y  man ? A l l  w e  h a v e  t o  go 
on i s  r u m o u r ,  c o n  j a c t  urc , and probability. Searnus U C a s n i d u  aaye 
"ha f e l l  f n t a  p o o r  c i rcumatoncea e f t o r  fail& af h i s ,  l i t o r a r y  
v o n t u r ~ e  a n d  t h t l  sxponse o f  b u i l d i n g  t h g  collagi3".. B u t l e r ,  mori: 
e x h o u a t i v u l y  m o n t i o n s  a a v o r s l  of t h u  r u a n o n s  euggeetcd f o r  t h o  e l o a u r e  
o f  t h a  c o l 1 e g u : -  

t 
Berrans d i c t a t o r i a l  mnnner w h i c h  alienatud even h i s  onu-t imo fri~nde, 
(Daniol C o ~ k e r y  m u n t i o n s  t h a t  U '  Curry & OIL)onavan warp, urnong h i s  
e n a m i a s ) ; '  thu  v u i l e d  antagonism o f  p o w e r f u l  I r i s h m e n ;  11'Connt311rB 
e v i d a n t  succpss w h i l e  a t  t h o  samu timc d e r i d i n g  t h e  Irish languagq; .  ' 

M i c h a e l  OIMahony r ~ f  Dunmahon aaya i n  t h n  " U n i t e d  I r i s h m a n "  o f  1 4 t h  
O c t o b e r ,  1905 t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  w a s  closed bocausc, a c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
t r a d i t i o n  i!-I Bunmahon, o f  t h e '  f a r e c l o s i n g  af a rnortyaga or1 B a r r o n r  s 
p r o p a r t y  by thi: Pawera ,nf Lisnagoragh. Thera is hcwcv.cr, no  racord 
o f  such a mortgage ' a l t h o u g h  ohhors o f  t h e  same time are a x t e n t .  
A l l  a c c o u n t s  seem t o  point t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  P h i l i p  Dar ron  h ~ d  o v e r -  
s p o n t .  But  is.  t h i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  make h i m  d i s a p p e a r  c o m p l e t a i y  
from t h e  pages  af  h i s t o r y  ? To me i t  looks aa if ht! had c a m p l e t o l y  
broken down ir s p i r i t .  Searnus UtCasaide b e l i o v e d  t h a t  h e  f a l l  e i c k ,  
went to  London ,  h a d  died by 1837 a n d  waa b u r i e d  i n  o n e  of. t h c r - C a t h o l i c  
cemeteries t h e r e .  Ho a l a o  states t h a t  a n  a n o n y m o l e  wyitor egid 
t h a t  Barren h a d  a wife who s u r v i v e d  h i m  many jr&r$, e v u n t u s l l y  ,,dying 
i n  S w i t z e r l a n d .  D u t  ' F r  . S t e p h e n  Barran ( U  .C IST  . - I ,  e .  d i s t a n t  ' r 'e la t ive  
s a y s  ha d i e d  u n m a r r i e d ' .  W i l l i a m  Williams, w r i t i n g  i n  "The Shamrock" 

26 .10 .1867  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  P h i l i p  Rarrnn, an % h e  f a i l u r e  of h i s  college, 
w e n t  t o  Par ia  "where  h e  d i e d  about 7 y e a r s  since" - t h a t  would  bu 
a b o u t  186Ci. 

FJ~rron was d o f i n i t u l y  d i v e  i n  1 R 3 9  - h i s  s i g n a t u r e  e x i s t s  an 
a  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  was d a t e d  t h e  6 th  JULY o f  t h a t  year. T h a t  was when 
a i l  t h a t  was l e f t  o f  h i s  .prupsrty was s o l d .  E7,65U was ,gqt; for- i t  
b u t  ha owud C4,00U, C1,472 o f  t h a t  b e i n g  t i t h e s ~ , : . . .  Ha kust .hwe.' 
heon s t i l l  a l i v t ?  i n  1841 far  a C a r r i g t u o h i l ' - p o e t ,  Ual'cl l i  Da Barra  
w r o t e  a poem i n  I r i s h  in his h o n o u r  and wrote an a c c ~ l m p a n y i n g  l e t t o r  .. 
when e o n d i n g  i t  t o  Barron. I t h i n k  i t  wou.ld be  a r o a s a n a b l e  c o n c l u e -  
i o n  t o  say t h a t  h q  d ied  of s broken h o s r t ,  f i r  nat o n o  word- sene from 
h i ?  pen d u r i n g  h i e  f i n a l  & h z .  



The picture t h a t  emerges of the man i s  of an i n t a l l i g s n t ,  
scholarly, uzbueinsssl ika pereon, a l i n g u i o t  and h i s t o r i e n ,  s men 
who d i d  not suf fer  foo ls  gladly and made enemies by his die ta toz ia l  
nahnsr .  db\iiously en idealist, he seams . t ~  have'been hot- tempered 
and it is on record that he Qbught d u e l s  on st least twu ocoaeions. 
Only twenty when he f i r a t  threw dam +ha g a u n t l s t ,  A B r i t i s h  Army 
Officar wpa hie opponent, challenged by Barrun far an.e l leged 
insult to a girl cousin of' his. They f ixed  Zwo p i a t o l  shots  aech 

and Barron, with  h i s  second ohat shat tered  t h e  Uff ' icer 's tkighbona,  
T h i s '  dusl'wqa fought a+ Mount .Neil, beyond t h e  ~ k i b u r e e n  turnpike 
cn the Cork  Road, The othor .  was an early  morning .dud .  in Cqi . . . - . .  
Kilkenny..with one Richard !jargent who in the  !'Mailv' had called . I .  . *  
~ a r r o s " .  i t a x  and a scoukdrel". Each .fired khree shuts ~ i t k , u u t  

doing any 'damage and want home .' Ho6aur wee- s a t i a f  isd . 

In tha  Royal Irish Academy t h a r a  aro two books tha t  had been 
presented to P h i l i p  Basrow (he-was a member o f  t h i  A'Cedemy from 
1834 t a  1837). They are I r i s h  translatians hy Thomas F e e d a c h t y  
o f  two o f  M-aria EdgoworkhTb navels ,  "Forgive end Forget" and a 

"Hosannat'. Little eLsa remains - na lattera, papers, pe raona l  
bellonginge, o f  P h i l i p  Elarron. C o u l d  he, i n  d e e p  d ~ s p a i r ,  have put  
a l i g h , t , t a * a l l  that mass of coxrsspnndanco t h a t  paved t h e  way to 
the compiling of "Aneiernt :I&l&ndot? Ur could they be in some a l d  
trunk, attjc or shed 3 .  

, LI!Mahmmy.aaid i n  1905 that he fuund Chs sit0 of the  College. 
He c x p l p i n e d  t h u  d i e a p p e a r a n c b  of t h e  stoneo it was b u i l t  from by 
saying tha t '  the local farmers. t w k  them fo r  C C J W ~ I ~ U Q ~ ~ S ,  or 
alternately t h a t  t h e y  rent '  t o  b u i l d  cottagus I-'or Uunmahan minera, 
but Seamua UICaaoide says that doubt  has boon e x p r e s s e d  as to t h e  
a c c u r ~ c y  o f  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s .  

P h i l i p  Barron L i s a  i n  an unknown grave, p r o b a b l y  somswhara i n  
Europo, P r o f a s s o r  Eo in  Mac Nsill described him as w t h o  Pirst 
Gaelic Leaguer'' and ha was undoubtedly a men wall i n  advanco o f  
h i a  fima. ,In a timu when fow if any dlid su, h e  grasped t h e  
importancs sf  national i d e n t i t y .  Had he lived a c u n t u r y  l a t e r ,  
h e  w o u l d  heit+.) lived among k i n d r e d  s p i r i t s  - t h e  men o f  1 9 1 6  a n d  
t h o i r  i m m s d i a t ~  s u c c c s s o r s .  Hut i n s t e a d  h u  ploughed o iuna f u r r u w  
i n  h i s  own d i s t r i c t .  His is a memory worth h o n c ~ u r i n g .  

Dl W I N  M H I C  MHURCHU 
c.l 

THE FAMINE IN FENOH REGION (1846) 

In the old p a r i s h  of  Islandsokeane 600 acrcs were ~1-anted  
with p o t a t o e s  in 1844, and 580 i-u 1845. When t h i s  c r o p  failed 
only 300 acres of potatoes.were planted in 1846, the rest be ing  
sown with oats.  The proportion o f  l a n d  taken as con-acrc for 
potatoes  correspondinsly dropped f r o m  on($ a igh th  t o  one tventy- 
f o u r t h .  

(3'3 on Conetabuhry 2 q o r t s  ,State. 
P s p e r  O f f i c u  in Teachers' C e n t r a . ~  
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"Mise agus a11 Connradh" . 
"Ca tha i r  P h o r t l a i r g e  agus na Deise" 1317. 
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( S t a t i o n a r y  Of f i cc ) .  
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TWO APPEALS FOR HELP: 

If anyone has any o f  U a r r o n ' ~  books, l ~ t t c r ~ ,  papera e t c .  for sale or  
0x1 l o a n ,  I w ~ u l d  be m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d ,  

In format ion  r e q u i r e d  on  the.; Waterforti s a i l i n g s  of pilgrims on  t h e  
medieval  p i l g r image  t o  the  sh r ine  o f  S t .  Jnrnea a t  Cornpostella, 
Galicia, Spain, Any r z c o r d s  o f  ah ips  that s a i l e d  from Waterford. 

P l e a s e  contnc  t ; Dcjir i n  Mhic Mhur c hu , 
An Iiinn, 
Dungarbhan , 
Co . Fhortlair~e. 

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS D A I S E D  IN FILOT ISSEE 

Phono: Ping 50 

Be "Crornwellt8 camp a t  K i l b a r r y  ?"by J.S. Carroll, t h e  Archeolog- 
i c a l  O f f i c e r  o f  t he  Ordnance Survey O f f i c c ,  M r .  S. U f  Munllain 
w r i t e s  :- 

"The encampment was shown on t h e  o r i g i n a l  6" shee t  of  1841, 
t h e  0,s. ~ k m e  Book o f  t h a t  Survey d e s c r i b e s  t h e  ear thwork as - 
' a  l a r g e  c i r c u l a r  f o r t ,  f o r m e r l y  used as o battery. About 50 
years ago (i.0. about 1730) a considerable number of b a l l s  waa 
found there. It is r e p o r t e d  among t h e  c o u n t r y  p e o p l e  t h a t  u 
barracks had been t he re  i n  t h e  1 0 t h  Century  ', There does no t  
appesr  any o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  i n  O.S. documents, n o r  have I been 
a b l e  Lo f i n d  sny reference t o  t h e  sits in the p u b l i s h e d  
l i t e r a t u r e  I f ,  A s k a t c h  of t h a  f o r t i E i c a t i o n s  however, is 
i n c l u d t d  ir; t h c  f i e l d  book o f  the  L951 r e v i s i o n  of t h e  25" maps. 
( I n  the ~ r i g i n a l  article, 1640 shauld have been 1649 - ~ d . 1  

H e  origins of l ' ven te r s"  as used along waterford c o a s t ,  Mr. Tom 
Mc G r a t h  suggasts t h a t  it is really a nis-pronounciation of 
r fventure" .  The flotsam and Qetsam i t  r e f e r a  t o  was o f t e n  so 
inaccessible that one had t o  "vanture"  t o  g e t  it, 

Re l o c a t i o n  of Spa Well st Kilmeaden,we a r u  to ld -" the  Spa i s  
situated beside a bridge about 3 milo from Kilmeaden Station on 
the r o a d  t o  Clonea. It  ia s t i l l  RB S ~ l i t h  B t l ~ c r i b t f d  i t  in 1745, 
"a small spring, which i n  2 few gcards trickles i n t c  n l i t t l e  brook 

which crossos t he  road". 

Re Mechanics Institute, Miss P. Fannine  k a c  hccn  k i n d  enough to 
uubmit t h e  articlc f d l l c r i n ~ ~  
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r o r  the  Diffusion o f  U s e f u l  Knowlodgo amongst t h o  Labouring  C l a s s e s .  

The f i l e s  o f  tho Waterford C h r a n i c a l  jnd Waiurford Mirror at t he  
Munic ipa l  Library give in format ion  c o n c e r n i n g  t h o  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Institute i n  Decamber 1027 a n d f a i r l y  guod covereqr! nf t h e  weekly rneckings 
until 1048{ the  a x t u n t o f  thu nowspaper filc). The I n s t i t u t e  is also 
mentionad i n  SLATEHIS DIRECTURY, 1836. Its a d d r ~ s s  was on The Wall. (J.D. 
Davis, Secretary,  Henry Mahany L i b r a r i a n ) .  I L  was also mentioned in t h e  
Munatwr Disectory o f  1667. I t s  addruss then was a t  4 ,  tittle G,orgos St. 
(Edmond Power Sacrt3tary; fJevy  Lyor: L i h r a r l a n ) .  

The M~chunigs 1 , e t i t u t a  was started i n  Lonuan in 1823 and many such 
achoolr spranq up i n  thu years  t h a t  followed k i t h  h e l p  and .guidance fxorn 
t h o  parent I~atitute. The o b j e c t  af tho I n a t i t u t d  was t l lc  d i f f u s i o n  o f  
uaeful knowledga among the mechanical and i n d u s t r i u u s  classes. 7 % ~  
Waterford h a t i t u t u  w(pe foundod i n  rlecornber 1C127. The f i r a t  Committoe was 
electod a t  e rnoeting h e l d  i n  the 'Town Hall an Dcc, 31st 1327.. 

1 1 ~ n m i t t s k ' m a e t i n ~  wau held  on ilohday 1st and tha  f i r s t  p u b l i c  meeting 
was h e l d  on Monday Yth, a l t h o u g h  oxtramely wat ,  a v e i y  numerous assembly 
took place. A papal: was read by Mr. U1 Roilly curnprehonding tha nnturr o f  
the lnetituto and the hanuf i ts  r e s u l t i n g  f rorn if;. PI, .  de Burgh uaa then 
celled an t o  dslivsr t h ~  p u b l i c  lecture. I t  consistad i n  explzining i n  a 
familiar manner t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a f  s c i e n t i f i c  principles t o  thu mechanical 
Arts. The f o r m e t i n n  o f  a L i5rary was cansiderar. and it was '8tated that two 
Gentlamm hed offered 3 chemical  and p h i l u a o p h i c ~ l  apparatus to assist i n  t h e  
Ltictures. 

By January 2 0 t h  a total of UIJ subacr ibars  woPu r u g h t e r e d .  The Library 
was open for the user o f  members end the muet.int, u n  that .  niytlt h o d r t l  ,i l e c t u r e  
by M r .  H o l l i n g e w o r t h  on Architecture in whici i  hr. c x p l c j i n d  that, i t  m u s t  be 
c o n a i d e r o d  e s c i e n c e  aw wall a s  an art  from it5 dopcndancrs an mathematical 
principles. Mr. Strongman f o l l u w u d  w i t h  a l~sc-ixro on Gnarjrsphy, which  
coverad t h e  t m b - d i v i e i o n s  of the Glaba, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the t r a d e  - n a t u r a l  and 

art i f i c ia l  curiositie~ - t h o  i m p o r t a n t  periods c . f '  hiatory or, accounC o f  thu 

defsnca of Gibral tar  under  G,nere l  Elliot - ~ , I : I  durstrwc~ior~ of M ~ ! ~ C U L J  -. t h ~ :  
indigonourn whe.it o f  tho c o u n t r i e s  round the Baltic - Veauvius, w i t h  modern 
d i s c o v e r i e s  - and t hu p r s a o n t  s t n  tt. n f  t h e  lodl1 J [ ) : i t  i lerculansurn.  ih?. O ' k ! i l l  

then pes;nted a p l a n  o f  tho Thernue T u n n ? l l  w i t h  an accouht o f  ';I>:- rnodo of' 
operation and the  progmes uf t h ~ :  ~ ~ o r k .  

the weakly meetings a t  t h e  Iblz~.ting Hcur,c 1.1: Lady Laflu c 3 n t i n u t d ,  
c o v s r ~ n y  s u c h  s u b j u c t s  as C h u m i s t r y ,  Mechanics, . \ s t runorny,  Matt1fi:rnat.i~~ , 
History , Geography. I n  A p r i l  11124 t h e  p a p e r s  commen kuj or. ~jrescncu 

i n  t h e  galleries of a nukber o f  very uleqant  famalesr 5 i r  J,hn Mdwport 
hccame a p a t r o n  a d  gave a larcjc c i ~ n a t i o n  ,uf bmka ta die tihr4my aa also 
d i d  Mr. Thomas Wyso. The Meot lng YOLISE: 111 Lddy Lam auuw proved t o c  srnal-L 
f n r  t h a  numbsrs at tend iv j  Ice-tures no v e e t i n g s  rcm hold i n  t h o  Aleaornbly 
Houm e t  t h e  Town Hall .  

I n  1t142, f i n a n c i d  d i f  f i c u l t i c s  r e s u l t e d  i n  e e,,rmiJablc L i s t  c f  
prominent c i t i z u n s  appealir~q t u  Thomas Moaghsr, "Maynr of Watarfwrti" t u  
p l a  cs the Mechanics ' - 3 s t i tu tc  ( c s  t . d > l i s h e d  for t h e  d i f f u o i o n  of uscfu3 knowledge 
among thu working clssees) on a f i r m  and pamanen% b a s i s .  
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Summary o f  i l l ~ u s t r a t e c l  l c c t u r ~ :  g i v e n  to .t i le Old Ja t t - ! r fo r i i  S r v c i a t y  o n  A p r i l  3 0 t h  
1976 b y  D r .  Johr: M a n n i n n ,  Llept. of G e o g r a ? h y , F l ~ ? m o r i a I  i l a i v e r s i t y  of S t .  J,hne 
N e w f o u n d l a n d ,  on - 

F'rorn a r o u n d  1 5 7 5  V e s t  C ~ l u n t r y  I ' : i ~ l i ~ r i . ~ ~ n  had bdgun t a  Finh f o r  cod each . 
Summur off Nowfoundland. 13y thc urlri .i t h ~ .  f r i l l o w i n y  c e n t u r y  they had built 
up s pet ta rn  a f  c o l l e c t i n g  s u p p i i o s  . i u r  khu f i s h i n g  s e a s u n ,  mainly i n  w a t e r f o r d ,  
thaugh soma wsru d o n  bough t  i n  N e w  Rr;ss m a  Yougha l .  As this t r a d u  grew, 
Was+ Cautttry s h i p - w n e r s  also began t o  x x r u i t  l a b o u r  f o r  t h e i r  fleets from 
t h e  d a t e r f o r d  ' a r e a ,  Uy t h e  e n d  o f  t : l i :  !.8th C e n t u r y ,  n o t  a l o n e  were Waterford 
m e r c h a n t s  s u p p l y i n g  provisions a n d  man-pcrwur for t h e  f i s h i n g  fleets, b u t  t h y  
a l s o  a i t h e r  uwnud b m t s  o r  had shares i n  West Coun t ry  f i s h i n g  cntarpriaes  . 
T h u s ,  b y  1 0 0 0 ,  m u c h  of t h e  acoflmy of t h o  Watffrfurd h i n t e r l a n d  depended on t h e  
p r o f i t s  o f  thc! f i s h i n c :  Crada,  on t h e  zu i~ ! \ i ! : i r i g  of  p r o v i ~ i . ~ . ~ n s  f o r  t h e  flust8 and  
on t h e  earndnys far  s u a s o n a l  workor s .  

In 3 series o f  slides Dr. M ~ n n i u n  i_llustratorl tlla c h a n n ~ l s  t h r o u g h  whictl 
t h i s  t r a d e  f lbwud.  N e a r l y  ~5;6 of I,i!;lr m i g r e t i n n  to Nur~faundland c m a  from 
a 3 0  mile r a d i u s  o f  U o t t r f u r d  a l o n g  tlw v a l l s y a  o f  Cha Suir, Yore and Barrow. 
.Materfor~i n o r c h a n t s  h a d  aganta  i n  tho Lrlblns a l o n g  t h u  river, s u c h  as  Clnnrno l ,  
Ca r r i ck  on S u i r  , G r ~ i ~ ~ l e n a r n s n a g t i  and I n i c t i a g u .  From t h u  quays in thase . 
towns o r u v i a i o n a  wurc s:lippud by 1-iyhtux Lo New Ross and W,-~Lurford , .and a g e n t a  
i n  t h e  t o w n s  s ~ c r u i t ~ i i  l a b o u r  f o r  t h e  f i s h i n g  f l ee t s .  

Dr. Plarinion showud n l i d u s  of t h ~  t y l . 3 ~  of  ' b a c k g r o u n d  t h e m  seasonal  Babour- 
ers came F r o m .  Many would havd Dee11 co-L-Likrs ,  s u c h  as  Morgan Uenn af Aochss- 
t own .  Iiuwtivsi:., there would . d s u  havc Lacn a numbee c f  emall farmers, such i s  
P I r .  Cullan u f  T - n n a r a t h  { Suttuns' Paris l t )  who battered h i s  h w a s t e a d  on 1 5  yosrs  
o f  s e a s o n a l  l abou r .  T h e r e  were a l s o  e v i c t e d  t u n a n t s  liko t he  Maguiraa of 
Rathoendunari i ,  Graiguenarnanagh as w e l l  ar; n z t i s a n u  s u c h  as tho Ryans af 
1,istioge who a o t t l e d  comfortably i n  T i n n a l i m c h  un their p r o f i t s .  Boat owners 

. I  . . . . .  
and tradera such ae thu K.i.nst:llaa o f  r i r d i ~ d b r l m m a g h  would  j ~ e r h a p s  have gona 
i n  a s upec&iso.ry capacity, From i73cl 'Fmilics s u c h  ae those began t o  l i v e  i n  

l $ e w f ~ u n d l a n d  snd o v w  thu n o x t  40 years a b r ~ u t  40,000 I r i s h  settled t h e m  
pexmmanently . 

M e a n w h i l e ,  thc m o r c h m t s  u f  W a t e r f 0 r . i  were b u i l d i n g  f o x  themattlves s p l e n d i d  
G e o r g i a n  r g s i d e n c u s  a l o n g  the  b a n k s  of  t i iu S u i r .  Dr. ~ l ~ n n i c l n  a h o ~ s r l  elidaa 
o f  t hu  Sweetrnan home at Bl.anheim, and of a duplicate "81dnheirntT b u i l t  by a 
membar of thu family in Placentia, Niihfuundland. Thoy built a t h i r d  Blenhoirn .. . . . .  
i n  P o a l s ,  Uarsat and another Swtl~~kina'n wa::.' a p *  for th,: s a i u  o f  cod in Cddiz. 
Uthur important: m e r c h a n t s  weru t h o  Mcor!horr: u f  B a l l y c ~ ~ ~  ( f a t h e r  and Grand- 
father of T . F . ) ;  tho K,nts and  Morrisl~s who p l a y e d  an important:  p a r t  i n  
f o u n d i n g  t h e  Jl,wfoundland Huusa of Aaso:~l.~J.y in 1832; t h e  F o g a x t i a ' j  who owned 

thu  a t o r a s  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  on t h e  Quay a t  Hanover St.; t h ~ ~  P,nro*s who w r a  
the l a d i n g  uxpurturs of provisions a n ~ i  glass; thu Jacobs who providcd s h i p s  
b i s c u i t s  and th3 ~ ~ O W C ~ S ,  Stf anqumans, Uavib and ' c h e r r y .  

D r .  Mannion  conc luded  by shoding s l i ccs  uf t h e  harsh c o n d i t i c n s  facud b y  
t h e  s e a s o n a l  workers who wintq3rcd i n  Npuf i r~~ndldnd ( t h e  common l a b o u r i n g  c o n t r a c t  
b e i n g  a Summer-Winter-Suhrnor)... Some, w ~ r k k  gasa "shoremun" a t  t h e  drying o f  cod 

on "stagaa" ar l t f lnkesl ' ,  probab ly  d u i n g  suf.le F i s h i n g  t h o m s u l v ~ s ,  marrying in 
visits to h u l a n d  and s~ttling..ss a sue i c s  of i s o l a t e d  corn unities p a r t i c u l a r l y  m u € '  
in the South E a s t  o f  thq  hvelon P c n i n s u i u ,  f o r m i n g  the , 'cancl ;ntra ted Irish 
com..unity t o  e x i s t  nnywhnru i n  R r n e r i t : i ~ .  There,  t h u i r  deacandantg r e m a i n  still 

larguly i s o l a t u d ,  a n d  s t i l l  p r d s u r v i n g  ti,.. culturj and d i a l c c t  o f  South  E a s t e r n  



Has anybody ra~uarchod the Maypolc tradition i n  S a u t h  K . . .  - -.-- . . - i lken-ny and W a t o r f ~ r r  

Does any publican have records a f  thl:  l a s t  century which w o u l d  indicate 
whether rum accounted f o r  a high pozcuntagu of a l c o h o l i c  d r i n k  ? 

What waa cad oil usod for  so e x t u n s i v n l y  i n  the Is st c c n t u r y  7 

Tha r a r n a i n a  of the s l i p ,  end tha road l e a d i n g  t d  it; for Granny F,rrg are  
& l e a s l y  v i a i b l u  on tho n o r t h  sido of the CJuir, but there is no s i g n  of a n y  
cdrrosponding h a d  or.slip ah t h s  South aidc. Can anybody explain t h i s  ? 

would bnybody who k m u s  o f  fmil ias  that wore ungagad i n  m y  c e p o c i t y  i n  
Neufuundlond txeda,  ploaee contact ana o f  tha  editors. 

Has nnybody any i n f o r m n t i o n  r e 6 a s d i n g  the Mechanics fnstituts from 1840 t o  
1867 ? 
Ham snybody @t a diractary ehowing its exietanco n f t a r  1867 ? 

Did t h o  Institutv suryivfo until t h ~ :  f o c h n i c a l  I n s t i t u t i h n  Act; ~ i '  1809 ? 

Doea enyono know whether t h e  0' S u l l i v o n s  who h s r d  l and  i n  Ruiak originetcd 
in Bsara? 

Haa anyone done any rueoorch on 1 i . a ~ :  1 : i l . n ~  a l u r ~ q  Lhc b ! a t d ~ f ~ r d  coast 7 

Ate t h o r e  any remains of p i t - s awing  i n  t h i s  area'? 

Whet waa t h e  exact  l o c a t i u n  of ~?uckc-kts  Tree ? 

How w idaspr~ad  is t h e  t r a d i t i o n  - i h i ~ - l  ;J huusc v h n u l d  rir3t; b~ whitewashed 
d u r i n g  tho month of  May ? 

1 2 .  infomation is requested on t h e  pat to rn  f o r m e r l y  held ~1 K i l m a c m b .  

I n  Wetsrford City i n  1871 - there woi:c 11 ropornakera,  2U T a l l o w  Chandlers, 
10 gas f i t tere ,  4U n a i l  rnanufacturors (one oQ dhom w a ~  female ) ,  9 chimnoy 
adsap,  24 pawnbrokers, no l e s a  than 204 boot m d  ahommakerst 2 pmperhangars, 
5 dyere, 17 cork cutters (what did thugvtio 7 1, 90 b l a c k s m i t h s ,  O hawkers, 
i ~ n d  4 aach o f  vaggents and dsnt is ts .  

( from 1071 Canau~  o f  Q c c u p a t i o n o ,  c u p y  i n  Teacher 's C e n t r e  ) 

THE ORUNANCE SURVEY UFFICE i n  t h e  fJhoenix P s r k  c o n t a i ~ s  much u n p u b l i s h e d  
m a t e r i a l  on the  f i r o t  s u r v e y  of  Ja tar fnr i t  in 11340 -'dl. Therc aru f a r  

instance, F i e l d  Name 8ooks and F i e l d  C n n t o n t  Hooks and v . i r i o u , q  memoranda. 

Whun l i n k e d  to t h o  detailed " F a i r  Mapst1 ( s o  c a l l u d  because tboy were a n  u n -  
e d i t e d  " f a i . r l '  p r o t o c o p y  o f  t h e  finel maps)  t b o y  p r o v i d e  f a s c i n a t i n g  and 
hitherto untappcci i n s i g h t s  i n t o  pre-f amina ka tur f  urd.  

T h c  1 8 4 1  Census shows T r a m o r e  beach ( t l D u r r o w " )  t o . b e  u n i n h a b i t e d .  Y E t  the 

O r d n a n c e  S u r v e y . o f  t h e  same year i r i r l i c a - t e s  a "Burrow Housew. Nsarby i s  a n  

area m a r k a d  " G r a v e s "  and ano the r  markor; " f l r i c k  Hole1 ' .  I n c i d a n b a l l y ,  t h o  
1871 C ~ n s u s  i n f o r m s  u s  t h a t  there were l i l  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h r o c  houses on 

t h e  baach t h a t  year .  



SQMS CCJHREFT DEVELOPMENTS BY WATEHFORD CORPORATION. 
---- - - --- 

I. 2cS!-;.cxti.on by kla+.e>%ord Corporat io l i  o f  an i l l u s t r a t e d  map of  
t h e  City I J a l l n  and TOV'EFH o f  Waterford: 
... - - ------- 

;@O cop ies  oC 3 map ( J ?  t k t '  Vl!<in; and Nmman Walls of Waterford 
R ~ F L  i l ~ . r z - ~ : - ~ ~ ~ i o i t s  of r h ~  '%hers such ~s the French Tower, Double 
!Cover - !.la;;ch ' T o l e r c r ,  Scmi Lunar Tower, Reach Tower and Reginald's 
! h w r . i . ,  I J W ~  b 6 0 ~  pub! :shed hy the  Corpciration for  publ ic  
ciict:-iSv+ion, Tile nir t t v a  t on st3mmed from Albchif e c t u r a l  Heritage 
Year ?V1,'Ij and r h o  from t h e  f:tct- that c e ~ t a i n  sect ions  of the City 
\ l a 5  rrr~d Tswers were being n:;&oacd through demolitian nf ad j o in ing  
proysrtjeo. The o b  j c c t i v e  i .s  to f o c u s  a t t e n t i o n  on the very 
h- .otor ic  w d 1 s  and towera w h j ~ k .  art: already lieted for proeervatioa 
!n t h e  C L : ~  Development PLnn, The excarcise has been valuable i n  
&nine; e;ootl rublicity o,l ~ ~ ~ i t i o n a l  press  and television and showa 
rh&t t i r e  puhl . l cn t ion  of maps and drawings of h i s t o r i o  material has 
gTen t  9akential and that t h i s  present publicat& i s  l i k e l y  to be 
the fj :*st of 0. .  stmri.es. 

Peutora+i.cn o f  %!ic City Walls and Towers: -- --- ------- 
-c:?rear:g irork h z s  be(:~~. c a r r i e d  o u t  on cleaning the City Walls i n  
Laat1.c S t r e e t  ar.d Brown's Lane - weeds and ivy have been removed. 
The idatc:, Towar in Rnilw~y Square h6s a! s o  been cleaned' o f  weeds 
Sotb . -.. .:: .:c &nd o u t s i d o  and much of the d e b r i s  hae been removed. 
l3- next  stage 13 to rasbbrc purt of tha stone work o f  the City 
Val2 iu S w s e  street.: aild to r e s to r e  the Watch Tower. E2,508 
h a , r  beer budgoced for this work (and for pub l i ca t ion  of the 300 
~ 2 1 1 3 )  tl-58 gear, LIbviol~sly i2 the Watch Tower is to be restored 
?iu ' - h e r  noney mast Lo q m . 5  over the sear8 ahead. Advice i a being 
~ a u g l l f ,  r'20nt t h e  O f f f c ~  of  Public  work^ on t h ~ s  prbblem and it is 
hoped t h "  S .E.R,T- 0, and Sord F a i l t e  nan g e t  involved in tho 
1mz.k aim, F;ven%~al ly .  it ir hoped t c i  expose-the Watch Tower to 
the pnbi j.c vLew iln4 t o  c-reato o. small Landscaped open apace around 
i 1, 

- : ---.a i Io~ ; to ra t lo ! i  -- o f  Rj.sh_lo_e_'s Palace: 
Appx as! m:itely 92 ,k0 will ba s p ~ n t  on rest or ing the Bishop e Palace 
for the dual pynpoac of [a! Rcatoring an early 18th Century b u i l d i n g  
and (b: providing o f f i c e  sFact8 f o r  Corporation employbee. The 
importan; ~ s p e c t  is tha t  L t  i s  being restored and opened to the 
p c b l ~ c  view f rom the Mall, thf-  exact use of  the building is only of 
eqcondc~g  ;.mpoytanae. Work should be completed by SeptedIber 1976 
on t h e  bullding while f u r t h e r  work may be necessary on the Terrace, 
and MaX s i d e  n rcz ,  

T,tc.tinp; c f  bu.i.ldinga z.gr1 s.tructures o f  ~ r t i e t i c  , historic and - -  ..- - - . .  
arcT.Ate'c:tu-:cZ i n t e r e s t  i a r  p r e ~ e r v a t ~ i o n :  ...-- -- 
+t Pre~nnt o n l y  19 ~ t o w  nrc l i a t e d  for preservation in the City 
Develap~ent Plun.  O n e  of thssa has been demolished recently (the 
doorway of the R.I.C,  bar rack^ in Manor ~t.). It is imperative thxt 
many otkcr bui ld ings  and s'kructureo be l i s t e d  for preservation and 
pro+eciTon,  as inany c a ~  he demolished w i t h o u t  any Planning Permiss- 
ign n h a t c o e v ~ r ,  e , g .  St, Olafrs. A list of bui ld ings  is currently 
bsinc prepared and w i l . 1  soon be cxarnined by the Corporation. 

M. J. GOUGH 



Amang t h e  rel ics o f  Thomas Freneis Fioryhrsr i n  thu possaes3.ot-t a$ 
Waterford Carpara t ion  is a n  original manuacxipt latter of all uf 96 
pages w r i t t u n  i n  1850 by Maaghvr f r om  his place o f  d u t s n t i o n  at Floss, 

Campbell Town i n  Tasmania, t o  Charles Gaven Duf fy .  When Mr. Gavan 

U u f f y  s u b s e q u e n t l y  left Ireland hu luft khu l o t t o r  i n  t h e  pusaoasion o f  
one o f  h i s  A s s i s t a n t  E d i t o r s  of t h e  Nation, whosu s o n  (Jamus Doyle) 
i n h e r i t o d  it in 1073. 

Eventually in 1954 t h e  then onner of the m a n u o c r i p t ,  Miss Care 
Crawford a f  Croasf i s ld ,  Palmwrstwn,  Cn. D u b l i n ,  t h r u u g h  the agoncy o f  
the l a t e  E. A .  Downey, preaentod it u i t h  a number o f  othor valueblo 
Meaghac family items to t h e  Mayor ( C l r .  Fad Browne) far t h e  c i t y  o f  
d a t o r f a r d .  

I'he Iattmr consists af a chron2cls of thc voyage o f  "a  hundred and 
erne odd dayan by Heaghor, Smith C'Brien, McMenue and OtDonoghue, aboard 
the n S u i f  ttt t o  Tasmania; an account s f  tho t i c k e t - o f - l e a v e  c o n d i t i o n s  
under which three  o f  t h e  f o u r  res ided  t h e m  - and t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of Smith 
OtBrien who refuaad t h a t  eancession; and a variaty  o f  personal  
reminiacences . 

Two o f  t h e  l a t t e r  - . d e a l i n g  w i t h  tnr: l e n d  ~ n d  a v s o c i a t u d  problems 
and ths standpoint i n  1848 '  o f  t h e  C l e r g y  - I have: c h o s e n  t o  quoto in t h i s  
issue of Decieo: 

1. " I  am d e l i g h t e d  to f ind  that you have.: ii:adc: the Land U u s a t i o n  t h e  h a s i s  
of t h e  new movement .  Bring t h a t  qiluvtirln tu a cloar definite, 
p e r m a n e n t  c o n c l u s i o n  and t h e  s o l u t i m  o f  t h ~  othur v e x e d  q u a s t i o n s  o f  

o u r  country w i l l  sure ly  f o l l u w .  Ii: waa a griavoua e r r n r  or1 n u r  
p e r t  t h a t  - i n  January 1647 - we d i d  n o t  start w i t h  it ,  a n d  t w  t h e  
eettlsrnsnt o f  it d u d i c a t e  a31 our sympathies and efforts. 

Truo i t  is, a n  armed r e v o l u t i o n ,  evc :~ l tua t ing  i n  succuas, would heve 
e e t t l e d  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  in e day. B u t  i n  U 4 7 ,  xe  d i d  nut cornternplate 
an i n s u r r e c t i a n a r y  rnovsrnant. 'dd thnuyht .to b u i l d  a National 
Par l iament  by Act af  P a r l i a m e n t  and dazzled w i t h  t h e  p r o j e c t  - we 
loat s i g h t  of t h c  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  snil banaalh o u z . f u e ? ;  wss as u n s t a b l e  
as a quagmira. Reclaim th,lt s o i l  - "D.isenctl i3nt  it" ~=!.(y ?.I,.tchol ex- 
claimed one day t o  t h e  L a n d l o r d s  i n  ti?- I r i s h  Council  - bi.r!ci i t  
firmiy together, render  it sure, solid and irnrnoveoblct, and then  you 
may rear upon kt tha nclblaat i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

1 .  L 

You have, o p e n e d  w i t h  t h o  dsclarat icn .21.1n.t I' t h u  I r rd~poncian~a nf I r r lunt l  
cannot b.e achif jved by a suddsn blow b u t  m u e t  bu workad out h ciatall." 
~ d h e ' c e  t o  t h a t .  s u t i m i t  t o  hittarest  taunts ;  subrnl;t t o  t l l a  malt o d i o u s  
and i r r i t a t i r i y  suspicions; aubmit  to be called a coward and a rensgndc; 
submit  t o  every th ing  t h a t  is  most g a l i i n g  t o  a n  u p c i y h t  q E n e z o u s  mind, 
r a t h e r  than  s w s v c  one inch from tlln p a t h  tu w h i c h  . that d e c l a r a t i a n  l o a d s  
you. 

I1 I reco l lec t  well t h a t  when w e  wore i n  P a r i s ,  u little a f t e r  t h e  
R e v c ~ l u t i o l - i  o f  F r h r u a r y ,  A r t h u r  U'Cannc~r, w a r n i n g  u s  o f  t h ~  dancer  

i n t o  w h i c h  we were h u r r y i n g ,  begged u s  '2;u h e  more ternpera . te ,  and 
rsserved. But  - amid ,the f l a u n t i n g  o f  t h e  T r i c o l u u r ,  t h e  treue of  
Liber ty ,  t h e  b a y o n o t s  of t h e  Garde Mobile a n d  the  c h a u n t i n g  o f  t h e  
fhrs i e l la i se ,  we l u s t  s i g h t  o f  t h c  o l d  s o l d i e r ,  I-1i.s c:xampls and h i s  
p r e c e p t s .  kle t h o u g h t  t h a t  I r e l a n d  b ~ .  a s u d d e n  spring c o u l d  do 
w h a t  F r a n c o  had succuedod i n  doiny af-tar e seri.cs o f  a t t e m p t s  and 

f ailurus and thu a c t i v e ,  i n d e f a t i y a b l o  prupoyandism uf  republican 
13- _ &  - .  - _  I L  L C . nl??, I ,  . . .  



f l u n g  down i n  a p i t i f u l  attempt to r c a l i s c  the hope w e  has s o  
e x t r a v a ~ a n t l g  con(:<- ived,  

The path you ha-crc po in t ed  t o  is, c e r t n i i l l y ,  a long and irksome one;  
and w5-11. painfully t e s t  t h c  p n t i u n c c ,  t h e  morn1 ccurnce and  endur- 
ance o f  the people. Bu-L, : i f t o r  r l l J , i t ;  i s  the s t n e s t  one ,  and the 
one bes t  a d a p t e d  f o r  t h e  progresc of  a n a t i o n  the  e n e r g i e s  of which 
have been LO c r u e l l y  reduced ". 
ItThdre is  a m t h e r  s l a n d e r  too - -  n s l a n d e r  no less u n j u e t  and 
s canda lous  - which 1 f e e l  hound t o  r e f u t e .  S i n c e  t h e  a f f n i r  a t  
Ballingarry, it has been r e p e a t e d l y  rung i n  o u r  ears - ' t h e  p r i e s t s  
be t rayed  you1 

The P r i e s t s  d i d  not  betray us. A s  a body thcy were opposed t o  u6- 
a c t i v e l y  and determinedly oppoacd to us - from tho day o f  the 
Socoslsion a down t o  thct very day on which t h e  susponsion of  the 
Habeus Carpua Act was announced. I n  not  jo in ing ue,  thorefore,in 
the  field , i n  not exhorking t h e  people  t o  t a k e  up arms; nay in 
setting themselves against the few who r a l l i e d  and wmning them to 
t h e i r  hausea ; i n  a l l  t h i s  t hey  d i d  no t  ~ c t  treacherously - they acted 
simply with strict cons i s tency . '  I do not  of course  applaud them f o r  
the part they ac t ad .  With the be1 ief that is r o o t e d  i n  my mind;I 
c o u l d  not do so . For I firmly b e l i e v e  t h a t  hnd t h e  Priests o f  
rreland preached t h e  RevoLution Zrom thcir altars; had they blessed 
the arms and banners o f  t h e  pecplc ;  had thcy gone out like the 
S i c i l i a n  priests o r  the Archbishop of M i l c %  and borne the Cross i n  
front o f  the Jnsurgent ranks; 1 firmly b e l i e v e  there would have been 
a young nRt i rm,  crowned wrth glcry, s tanding  proudly up by the side 
of E n ~ l a n d  at this hour. And yet, s t r o n g  as t h i s  belief ia, I 
sincerely admi.t that i n  opposing the i n s u r r o c t i a n a r y  rnovornent of 
1848, the Cathclir :  c l c r g y  o f  I rc l . snd were influenced by t h e  purest: 
love f o r  the  pcople .  

They had wj-tnisf3cd t h c  ravages of throe Fzrninus; had w a n  t h e  Mass 
o f  the  p e a s a n t r y  wasting away b c f o r c  their eyes; had m e n  the blood 
of  t h e  c o u n t r y  t u r n i n g  i n t o  wator, and i t s  vigorous gal lant  form 
shrivel3.iilg t o  a s p c c t r e ;  th6g had Sean all: this and  could n o t  bring 
themselv~s ta b-?ri t o w  the5.r sanctj on on a s truggLe i n  which t h e  o d d s  
appeared sc, numerous against the  country .  This f e e l i n g ,  I am 
c o n f i d e n t  , prevai l -ed t o  a very  large extent  among them. 1 know it 
was the fee3.i.ng of nersain bravf i  nigh-minded men i n  parishes I c o u l d  
mention; and i,n their e f f o r t s  to suppress the r i s i n g ,  they wore 
governed by t h i s  f e e l i n g o  

~ c s i d e s  ,'why m b n l d  w e  hesitnxa 20 adniit t h a t  n13. t h e  world knows, 
t h o  Confederato leaders d i d  n u t  possess  t h ~  c o n f i d e n c e  of the C a t h o l i c  
Priests and Bifihops of Ireland. Why no t  n a n f u l l y  avow that  the 
I ~ C t e r  ;wnnined f a i t h f u l  t o  the p r i n c i p l ~ a  of 0' C o n n e l l ,  conceiv- 
i n g  i t  woyld  bc R Z ~  insu l t  t o  h i s  memory t o  support a movemeat which 
sprhrig from a repugnanoe t o  his views, h i s  policy and d ic t a t io f i  ? 
And t h i s  he ing  t h e  plain truth, how as honourable men can we 
tolerate t h e  slander t h a t  has been I . eve l l ed  a t  them ever  s ince  our  
i m p r i s o n m c n t ,  Fay my p a r t ,  I f e e l  deep ly  gr ieved that whilst I 
remained i n  Ireland, i t  was not pe rmi t t ed  me t o  g ive  a public 
r e f u t a t i o n  t a  t h i s  elnndor; but now that I have an oppor tun i t y  ,I 
feel happy beyond nensurc in do in^ s o  ' I , ,  

TOM RYAN - 



IN SEARCH OF DONNCXA 
. ~ . . . . . . . . . . * . . . ~ b . . . . .  

Danricha Wua MacConaern possessed the kind of charnctar which 
appeala t o  many Zri.nh people. A s  w e J . 1  as being a g i f t e d  p e e t  and 
learned hedge echooL naster, he was at t f eck le s s ,  hard-drinking 
repobateq'whc ohanged h i s  friends and his r e l i g i o n  without 
coinpunctior,. However, L.e was hie o m  m a n ,  which few o f  us can 
afford to be in t h i s  present ,age.. Although born i n  Corn Clare in 
1715, h i s  connoctlon with Water'ford-spans tho graater part of  the 
e i u t e e n t h  cenhmy 

Some- yeare ago, I up a. little hook uf' hi h lpoems (with 
Englierh tran~lations) . T h e w - a r e  preceded by n short biography 
written in 1881 by J o h  Florning, Editor of the Gaelic Journal, who 
go t  h i s  infcrmation from p u p i l s  of Doacchoda Rua, from his grand- 
Bonn and from other Living witnaosos. Recofitv, I decided to seek 
out  soma of h i s  haun:s in East a n d  West Wnterfmd as noted in the 
book. Not having tio truc g r i t  which distinguishes the dedicated 
historian,  I fa- my searches were mainly $0 satisfy my romantic 
curiosity and werc pot as thorough as they should have been, (The 
p r i c e  o f  pe tro l  was m o t h e r  f a c t o r  - 213t century , plenee note)  

L ike  many bri l ' iant  youngsters o f  his time, Danncha was sent  t o  
Borne to etudy for t h ~  priestht>od, but con t r ived  to get himself 
expellad from the seniuary. Arriving back in Waterfard about 
1740, he made h i n  vay to the Bl iabh  W u a  urea in West Waterford where 
there was a farnomi Latin School in the t o m l a n d  of Ballynngnilkee, 
(itHomestead of R~elsl')~ Mgr f i r e t  task was to f h d  the s i t e  o.f this 
school.  BaLlymgililkse h e s  i n  the foo t .h i l l a  o f  the Knockmealdowns, 
just of$ the main r o s d  froin Youghal t o  Clonmcl' and about two miles 
south o f  B a l l - ~ n a m u l t .  A very old man who lived nearby described the 
site which was set in a s'opinp; fte1.d qu$te close to the main road.  
The only  external e v i d m c o  of thf2 schoolts existence ( i t  c losed i n  
1825), was a p a i r  of gtxtepo::t;s built of stone6 - the gap botweon 
had been fillod in long agm. M y  mind t r i o d  to viauallso what k t  waa 
l i k e  in those far o Ff days whon Canach~ Itua w a R  "Ministering to posts, 
seers ,  and c l w i c s  j.n br fght  Sl i h b l i  QCun", 

Indeed + eveaything G 2 ? , c  p i n g  .well for *Donncha 'until his 
self dee truc t ive  gremlin drovc h i 3  to write a satirical poem'a'b&t g: 
handeome g i r l  of. khc di 's tr ic t  , She rospbnded forceful ly  by setting 
f ire  t o  the,-.tLatoh.af the schoolhouse and-causing him to be banished 
from the .d i s tr . i cc .  Ho d i d  r.ot go far awa) however, and set up 
another school in a place called Slsapy  Rock. To f i n d  this, I 
croased the uain road an1 went u : h t l l  tovards Tooraneona, passing a 
large f i e l d  to my right which i s  reputedly known as Pairc  an 
Chomortais and where ~ t i r r f n g  i..urli:q rna~ches had been held between 
the ~cholars of Si iabh &ua and t h c  ~ ~ ~ o u n t a i n y  men of Monavullagli, 
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A t  the t o p  of thif3 hi.l.1, a sharp turn brings you southwards past 
Tiualira (Tigh na Lnghairt .  --. I18ouss of the r i v e r  forku? where Donncha 
Rua i s  aupposed z:, have lodged 1.iit;h 'd i l l in rn  01i40raxl a r , i ch  farmcr and 



Pat ron ,  There was a p a r c e l  of houses  a t  a j u n c t i o n  and 1 c a l l e d  a t  one 
of  t h ~ r f l  t o  m q u i r c  of thl: w h s ~ ~ : a b o u t s  of  Slcepy Hack. A p n t l o  o l d  
cou -p l e  who h . ~ d  t h n t  s i r r rp l io i ty  and omrtesy  which is  most n o t i c e a b l e i n p *  

pie who l i v z  i n  t h e  dep th s  a f  th; country,, engaged m e  i n  a pleasant 
oonve r sa t i on  f o r  ha l f  an hour or so. As I: g o t  up t o  leave  the l ady  
o f  t h e  hause sa id  quietly "Let  ye come back a g a i n  f o r  an even ing ' s  
t a l k i n g "  . 

The husband p o i n t e d  o u t  Sleepy Rock, a hundred yards down the road, 
Thi s  wns a windswept b l u f f ,  rugged and exposed, where t hc  p u p i l s  o f  the 
hedge school would have had s c a n t  comfort .  It had a n o t h e r  reputation 
o f  being t h e  refugo of r o b b e r s  (presumably of a d i f f e r e n t  era) and 
there i s  n t a l e  about Sloady C a s t l e ,  which l i e s  i n  t h e  valley about  . 

t w r n i l u s  d i s t a n t ,  b e i n s  betrnycd t o  t h e s e  r o b b e r s  by n t r e a c h e r o u s  
kitchen maid,, 

Donncha's adventures waro many and v a r i c d  at  t h i s  time. ' He married 
Mary Ho~an and moved to the Barony of Smoki l ly  near Youghnl. A grand- 
son t o l d  the biographer  t h a t  Mary Bogan was t h c  beau ty  o f  ~linbh gCua and 
t h e  local bucks drew lots t o  sca who would induco her t o  elope with him 
and Donnchn won, In 1745, hc wont t o  Newfoundland for a few seaaone, 
a v i s i t  which spawned h 13 f a n c i f u l  poem "Enchtra  G h i o l l a  na Amarain" 
Whsn he returned he m w e d  t o  East Wnterford , around the Kilmacthomas 
d i . s t r i c t ,  ky i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  area would farm another chapter. 

TED 0' ELEGAN 

INTZRESTING TOMBS IN SOUTH KILKENNY 

Re-cant i n s c r i p t i o n  copying work in South Kilkenny hae revealed 
an i n t e r e s t i n g  series of 17th Century Box tombs, The group beare 
e l a b o r a t e  passion symbol and crucifixion carvings on the side panela. 

The fi1:cst example is a t  G a ~ ~ l s k i l l ,  near Kilmacow, on the 
monument; to the De Burgo family, Thc side psncl ia d i v i d e d  into  a 
t r i p l e  arcade with  fluted columns and arches. I n  the c ~ n t r e  is  a 
c r u c i f i x i o n  supported by aneel f igurea ,  while in t h o  side panels  the 
v a r i o u s  symbola of  t h e  passion such as the 30 pieces o f  silver, robe 
and lanWs aPe.arranged. Similar tombs survivo, though i n  a lesa 
w e l l  preserved s t a t e  at R a t h p a t r i c k  n e a r  S l i e v e r u e  and Ffddown. 

The group i s  closely r e l a t e d  t o  a i m i l a r  tombs at Newcastle, 
Co. Waterford and Kilkea Castle , Co. Kildare. 

I A N  LUPIUY* 



The German h i s t c r i a n  FREDERICK VON RAUMER, once deac ibed  tha Irish 
tenant farmers as"expe l lab1~  serfs1?. A s  tenants at will the law 
afforded them no security of tenuze. This penal code enabled the land- 
lords and their  agent^ to be their own "Judge , Jury and Executioner'', 
with no reapect whatever for tho righta and d i g n i t y  of the indiv idual  
and, h i s  family who husbanded the soil. 

. The~tendancy to amend the Legislation in favour.of the l a n d l o r &  
culminated in the llDeasyg' Landlord and Tenant A c t  1860, That yiecs of 
l a w  recognised the  land to be the oxcluaive property of t h o  landlord, and 
that the tenant had no more right to h i s  holding than the use of the sail 
for a l i m i t e d  period at a rent fixed by the landlord.  In the pear& 
fol lowing the passing of t h i s  A c t ,  there were wholesale e v i c t i ~ n a ,  
especially.from tho better c l a m  of land, so much BO t h a t  in the  10 yeara 
ending An 1870, l~,OOO tenancies had been taxtinguishsd. ln t h e  game 
period, the cultivated land had dccr.eased by 400,000 'acres. This waa 
the :woret period in the h i s t o r y  of tenant occupation.' 1 

&&'the Land League was founded by Michael Dsvitt i n  1839, .the 
' 

final drama .of the ago old laud  question was .truly s e t  in m o t i o i .  Within 
a short per iod  this  groat  organiaation aprend l i k e  w i l d  f i r e ,  and h ~ d  
branches throughout t h e  greater p a r t  o f  Ireland. Its c h i s f  aims were 
the "Three F f s t l ,  (Fair  Rent, Free Sale ,  F i x i t y  of Tenure), and the 
Right of the Tenant ko purchase h i 3  holding from the landlord. The 
methods adopted GO-aEliXevs theae aims were resistance at e v i c t i o n s ,  help 
for the ev ic ted  t e n a n t s  , and Boyeotting of Landlords, their agents and 
tenants who took ovcr farms from which poaplc had already boon ev ic ted .  

Jamee Holden waa born  in Shanbagh, in the  p a r i s h  of Hcsbercon , a 
couple of milee from the  town of ~ e w-~osa,in the  Co, Kilkenny, about 1847, 
H i s  father Michael died in 1850, and _._ on _..- reaqhing adulthood, the tusk of 
helping h i s  widowed lrlother run thair'llg acre form devolved upon him, 
Be became act ive  in the political movsment~ of tho period,  particularly 
Tenrant Right and the Land League, in which he b e a c m  w well-known f i ~ f u r e ,  
eepocial ly in* the South Kjlkenny and Wexfard areas, Wella e&citGd and 
a aood public speaker, he-was an ardeht campaigner, and was aluayd found 
in t h e  forefrbnt  o f  every a g i t a t i o ~  concernink; t h e  land. This incurred 
for him the extreme displeasure o f  b o t h  tho l m d l o r d s  and the l a w .  

He was the f i rs t  man tc be c l l ~ ~ r g e d  before the Co. Wsxford court in 
connection with  the then new weapau of boycotting. This involved tha 
sale of cat t le  belonging to the Lccal. Landlord nt t h e  N e w  Ross Fai r  on 
the 8th December 1880. He was imprisoned on n number of occaaians', 
inc luding  periods in b o t h  ~4cxford and Milmainham, 

For his a c ' i v i t i e s  the day of retribution came an Tuesday 2 7 t h  
July 1881, and t h e  tlWcxford Peoplet !  of Friday t h o  30th gave t h e  
fol lowing description of what happened : -  

!'Tho l o n g  oxpcctcd and final . L C ~  rn ths ahambful pors&cutiun to 
which the Holden family has been s u b j e c t e d  , was accomplished 
at Shanbogh'on Tgesday when nn aged widow, t~ttering~halpleas 
and feeble- and her c h i l d r e n  were rudely t h r u s t  ou t  o f  n 
homestead which ahel t~2rcd t h c i r  f a m i l y  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  Ha l o r e  
sad o r  heartrending s i g h t  coulr ' ,  ~ : I V ~ J  'oecn witnessed by Anyone 



who rcalises how deep and i n t e n s e  i s  the  devot ion with which t h e  
Irish peasant  c l i n g s  t o  t h e  s p o t  i n  which lie has first seen t h e  
l i g h t  nnd which ha3 become end an^-ed t o  him by so m a y  ties and 
l ov ing  ns sec in t ions .  The e v i c t i d n  011 Tuesday was n barbarous , 
a criminal and u n c h r i s t i a n - l i k e  e x a r c i s c  o f  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  power 
and w i l l  y e t  bear  b i t t e r  f r u i t s  i n  t h e  minds and l i v e s  of thos<- 
unfortunate enough t o  have beon s p e c t a t o r s ,  No mat te r  how t h e  
i n t r i c a c i e s  of t h e  proceedings which l a d  t a  i t  may bc hid from t h e  
pubEcgaze  by the  c l o v e r  and c r a f t y  admin i s t r a t i on  of  the law, i t  i s  
an ou t r age  which t h e  people will lay a t  th ,  door of Irish landlord- 
ism, and for which these  will y e t  be exacted n f e a r f u l  r e t r i b u t i o n .  
And no person who enw the eviction , who knew i t s  causas  - who 
witnessed t h e  elaborate p r e p a r a t i o n s  made t o  t e r r i f y  t h e  people can 
contemplate o therwise  t han ,  with h a t r e d  and contempt ,  tho vile and 
v+ zious system under which such t h inga  are po8sible .  Wure we have 
a r e s p e c t a b l e  fami ly  saddled  with  a crushing r a c k r e n t ,  through, 
which they  gpt i n t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The most powerful and expeneive 
dev ices  of the law a r e  then  r e s o r t e d  t o  in order  t o  crush them 
totally. By a desp icab le  t r i c k ,  they are deprived of the  

hold ing  made f r u i t f u l  by t h e  t o i l  of t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s ,  and- now that 
a l l  t h e  power of  the B r i t i s h  law ie c a l l e d  on t o  enfor ce the 
t y r a n n i c a l  decree ,  they  shall be rendered houee less  and homeless 

"On the prev ious  evening,  large bodies  o f ' p o l i c e  began t o  arrive i n  
New Ross, and a number of  v i l l a i n o u s  looking  c rea tu re s - too  mean for 
any n o t i c e  except contempt - came up i n  the  Waterford boat. They 
were unders tood t o  be tho  emergency men, who were to keep possession 
of  @a. Holdents  farm. On Tueaday morning, i t  became generally 
known that t he  e v i c t i o n  was t o  t a k u  place. S h o r t l y  after 11 ' clock 
a f o r c e  of 40 p o l i c e ,  under t ho  command of Sub-Inepoctor Wilson l e f t  
New Rosa and were joined at Hosbercon by n large number under t h e  
command of Sub- In spec to r  Webb of Thomastown and Yates of Pi l town,  
t h e  whole be ing  , under t h e  charge of M r .  Gibbons, county in spec to r  
f o r  Kilkenny. The detachment of  t h e  20th Hussars s t a t i o n e d  i n  New 
Rosa, headed t h e  march f o r  Shnnbogh, the  rere of which was brought 
up by several B a i l i f f s .  They wore m e t  at SBanbo~h by Co. Hallan 
C.B.,R,M. o f  Waterford. On a r r i v a l  at the homcstend, Mr. McDermott, 
Sub-sher i f f  of Kilkenny d i r e c t e d  one of the  b a i l i f f s  t o  damnnd 
admission. T h i s  t h e  fellow d i d  by knocking at t he  door with  a 
walking stick. G e t t i n g  no response ,  he proceodod t o  a n  adjoinin6 
window, and commenced t o  smash the g la s s .  Ha was rewarded by a 
well d i r e c t e d  volume of scalding water ,  which he r ece ived  I n  t h e  face 
and his cape r ing  a f t e r  the w a r m  b a t h  gave e r e a t  nmuaemant t o  th's 
nesembSed crowd. The bailiff then  attacked t h e  window with greater 
v igour ,  bu t  the ho t  water cont inue ing  t o  come ou t  i n  torrents, he 
r e t i r e d .  Another b a i l i f f ,  having procured a l a r g e  stone, r a i e e d  i t  
upward, i n t end ing  t o  8tr ike  the  door ,  bu t  i n s t e a d  i t  fell harmlessly  
on the flags. 

"This evoked s o  much l a u g h t e r  t h a t  Col. Mnllan tu rned  t o  t h e  crowd 
and s a i d :  'no one h a s  any busineae t o  be here b u t  t he  Sheriff and 
h i s  o f f i c e r s ,  who have d i sag reeba le  duti.es t o  perform. You mucrt 
move out  of t h i s t .  One of  t h e  crown aa id  'Where w i l l  we go' and 
the Colonel  a n g r i l y  r e p l i e d  ' I will soon' ahow you why i f  you do 
no t  move a t  once'. The parties r e t i r e d  and the work of ra- 
entering the houae commenced. The bailiffs soon dimovered t h a t  
e t i c k e  and &ones were o f  nu avail ih e f f e c t i b g  nn entrance.  A 

counc i l  of w a r '  was then  h e l d  betwcen the b a i l i f f s ,  s u b - s h e r i f f ,  

and sub- inspec tors  when it was r e so lved  to send t o  Chilcomb 
&odge for a crowbar end s ledge.  One of  thc  b a i l i f f 6  suggested 



Mr, Buyrlts I ~ r m h ~ u s e  an;? ore a' the  g a n g  gtrnrdd by i;hc pol'isa 
proceeded for the implemnts  which were eac~rred af t  sr s m e  ; f lma .  
The bai l i f f s  then e c t  t o  work to break in the door, ~t which they 
hammered for a considerable period without effect. In consequence 
af the sca ld ing  water continu in6  t o  comc out f ~ o m  the wihdowe a d  
through an aperture in the door, they were dodging tho hot.-water 
n t t ~ c k  as the work procee3ed. This dclaged them very much, ao 
that Sros the  coinmmcemeut of thc Lttack  more than an hour e l s p e e d  
b e f ~ r e  the C o m  swmg from its hinge&. 

H?revious to t C i c ,  a bailiff, rrho apparently imagined t h a t  his l abours  
were about drcwing t o  a cl-oae, anqotmced i.n frightened Danes that  
there w&s a barricade buS1k insida the eritrmco. fhen2i* the door 
was remaved: it we3 found that  a w e l l  b u i l t  wall, conposed of huge 
etonoe, barred the entronce 'to the hoase. The sub-ahesiff directed 
if a remova?, vhlcft ths  o f f i c e r s  evirieutly undertook with a heavy. heart, 
2he water ntill continued k o  come out  in *?wrenta drenching the 
b a i l i f f s  about tho head azd Pace. One by one, the  stone8 weTC 
alowly remove'd. Whgn d.1 h l d  Seen retaoved. the b a i l i f f s  consulted 
for a moment but Mr. McDermott urged them ta go in, that there was 
no danger to 59 apprzhendod,. The idea vas scouted, .the f e l l o w s  
astunlly shock with t e r ro r ;  and when requested in t u r n ,  refuse& tu 
movc. Eub- Inspector  WeSb, ther. drew up several 39 the pol ice  
before the door ~ n d  directed then to f i x  bayo~atc, A t  thia the 
b a i i i f f q  took c o u r q e  and by cornmnd of the ,sub-sheriff, placed 
ttiemselr~ss in fron; of t'bc p o l i c e ,  who o n t ~ r a d  %he houm SEW 'them 
in s ~ n g l e  file, ' th 2 s~lr-i!ierector being tke lost to go Zn, 

"Ihmedidtoly sf t n r d ~ z  ds s o m  l o u d '  t a l k  was hoard whch Sub-Inspector 
Wcbb..rushed tc thc door, StrCr ~ x ~ i k e d l y  calling ffir Coil M~llan ,  
informed him that there was a mnn on the stair8 with a pitch fork in 
his hand who refused to nlZnw the nien upstairs, threatening I f t o  s t i c k  
them'.. Coi.  Mallan - Has he endeavoured t o  resiot the _nolice ?, 
Sub-Snspccf,or (agitatedly)- He  ha^ an2 says he w i l l  s t i c k  them, Am 
f to 3co;rdP. Coi. r?Etl.inn - yes; do your duty, After t h i s  dinlcrwe 
the sounds of a ;~cuf f ie  we--.@ heord =td i n  a trroureak or toa a pillch 
folk was handed o u t  and %&en p o ~ s e s s i o n  of by ,Cortsrt&lc Broderick of 
Sbanbagh, Previo- , .~  to tbts, Cu. Nallan,  EuL-In~pector Webb and 
Mr. McL);e2mott appeaLsd t o  Mr, Jarnos Ucldsn wlro wars standing in the 
y&d and who throughout,  appeared to bc  most unaamcefned, t o  induce 
the.occupants of the Jiouee l o t  20 offer frrrkker resiakanc~. Mr. 
Hctlden declj.md ?;o ic.terfere, saying he had, not the, power t o  do s o ,  
even if he' weyk i n c l 5 m A  Col, Hallan %hen directed the police t o  
surround the h o m e  an6 aere8t thorn foucd i m i d e .  It was discovered 
that the ymng man, who was i na.i.de uith t h ~  fork was d o h  ~ c l l d & ,  who 
for yenrs hod hcen :n d e S c a t e  bealth. He was placed under arrest 
m d  the m b  -.inrpctctor Webb, t.'lere and then proceeded to swear nn 
in r"ormatian again s k hiw . 

"A court was then he:Ld 3-11 tr-e y w d  mid the-;i&nformation c'harged the 
defanelsnt, while glrrned u i th  .a pitchfork, a t t e m ~ t ~ d  .tc stab the 
off icere ,  of t h e  ~ h . e r i f P  ,and tBe p o l i c e .  The ~ u b -  'inspector a t n t e d  
that thk defendant rsworL that hi would &23k any person who came 
near him. Cob. M d l a n  !to defand=t) Stand up; H ~ t e  you any 
queatlon to ask Hr, Yebb ?, r)efendanIs - Jo., but. I. did  not  
mewr +hat I wocld s t i ck  anyone. 1 ~ h ~ d  nuhbing at all, Inspector 
Webb - Cahstable Brccierick: will swaw- that he. 6id.m- I a l s o  
charge Chis..uoman (a l lud ing  to Hias Ealden) with having thrown 
water on the s h e r i f f :  s o f f i c e r s .  -1 saw Ilc:., do ~ i l d  so did 
Conatable Broderlck. Gonst:hl-c U r : ~ d c ~ i c k  No. I d i d  n o t  gee 
her throwing mtar. Inspector Math - w i t h  regard t o  t t e  woman, 
I do not ask that she shou2d be sent to jail. S i l o  n:tn be  



sumn~onedJdiss  Holden dcn icd  t h n t  she had thrown ws te r ,  and s t a t e d  
shc was o u t s i d e  t h e  h o u s c ,  dur ing  t h e  t i m c  tho  door wae being broken 
i n .  C o l .  Mallan, - If ue pursued t h e  proper course ,  you might 
be arrested and sent to ja i l ,  b u t ,  as M r .  Webb has suggested you w i l l  
be brought up on a summons when you w i l l  have an  oppor tun i ty  t o  defend 
y o u r s e l f ,  

"While t h i s  was g o i q  on the b a i l i f f s  continued t o  remove the 
f u r n i t u r e  -whkch they pu t  ou ta ide  t h o  gate. When a l l  of  t h e  sad 
scene had .  concluded, Hrs,. llolden , a s s i s t e d  by her daughter ,  l e f t  
t h e  house. Possess ion  was s h o r t l y  aftorwarde given.to Hammond and 
s i ~  emergency men were then  i n s t a l l e d  i n  Mrs. Holden's house, When 
John Holden wae about'to be conveyed t o  j a i l ,  hi8 brother James aeked 
t h n t  a car should be procured as John was i n  s d e l i c a t e  a t a t o  of 
hea l th .  Sub-inspector  Wilson agreed t o  t h i s ,  bu t  when Inepec to r  
Webb heard y f  i t ,  he s a i d  John Holden should walk t o  Rosbercon, and 
t h n t  i f  James Holden d i d  no t  keep himeelf  q u i e t ,  he ,  t o o  would be 
arrested. M r .  Holden, d o f i e d  t h e  inspector t o  arrest him, a 
cha l lenge  which Mr, Webb, d i d  n o t  accept. It was fully f i v e  o  c lock  
before t h e  p o l i c e  withdrew from Shanbogh, and it was s a i d ,  orrange - 
m e n t s  would be 'made for a reinforeernent to be placed in the adjacent  
b s r r ack  (established for t h e  special p r o t e c t i o n  of  Mr. Boyd, the 
l a n d l o r d )  i n  order t h a t  no acc iden t  r n i ~ h t  hclppcn t o  the emergency 
men. It was reported t h a t  Mr. Boyd endeavoured t o  g e t  hi@ 
labourers t o  s i g n  an ngrccment ta remain with him u n t i l  ~ e ~ t e m b e r ,  
but t ho  man had declared that t h , ? ~  would ncver work 3s stroke on 
Mr. Holden's farm " 

The Holdons were never r e - i n s t a t e d  on t h e i r  farm and f o r  the rest of h i s  
l ong  l i f e  J m e e  earned h i s  l i v e l i h o o d  working on h i s  couains farm. 
A l l  through h i s  l i f e  he never harbourod any b i t t o r n c s s .  He was 
jovial, by nature, a grcat convoraationalist, had n larp repertoire of  
p a t r i o t i c  sonqa, which hc uscd t o  ~ i n g  c s p o c i a l l y  t hose  compoesd by 
Charloe ,J.Kickham, t o  whom ho was wcl l  known and on f r i e n d l y  terns 

d e  eye-witness account o f  t h e  e v i c t i o n  scene was w r i t t e n  by h i s  great 
Fr iend  and co l l eague  i n  t h c  Land League o f  t h a t  pe r iod ,  Hugh Mahon, 
then a r e p o r t e r  with t h o  Wexford People and who l a t e r  became Pomtmaater 
General, Minister for Home Affairs, and eventually Minister f o r  External 
Affairs i n  the government of t h e  Australian Commonwealth. H e  was with 
Mahon i n  Kilrrainham J ~ i l  i n  1881 - 182 where he spent  10 monthe as an 
u n t r i e d  prisoner under the Coercion Acts, a t  t h e  same t ime as Parnell 
snd the  other l e a d e r s  :;.ere the re -  

James'Holden never  marr ied,  and he died i n  the old New Ross Union 
Hosp i t a l  on the l g t  A p i l  1928 and i s  b u r i d d  ir. Glenmore Graveyard. 
The family tombetone o v e r  his grave docs not-even bear  his name to 
remind people in other timee, that here lie0 a p a t r i o t ,  who suffered 
great injustices in the ciuae he s t o o d  f o r ,  

DANIEL DOWLING 



L E A V I N G  C E B T I F I C A T E  E I U D E B N  

(from Spec ia l  Branch R t p o r t ,  !cept in Dublin ~ a a t l e )  

(a) I .R.B.  
=tad Co. Waterford membership 

( 1  I r i ah  National Leaeue: 
Numbtr of branches in County 

( c )  Irish Naticnal !ledoration: 
Number of branches in County 

( d l  Y o u n ~  I r e i u d  Society:  
Ncmbar cf  bran^ nee in County 
Memberehip (under c l e r i c a l  cpn t ro l !  

a " A .  h .  : --.- 
Number of branches i r k  County 
Meaberehip U ~ I ~ E ?  c l e r i c a l  contm-I. 

1 I 'I- Fenian r I  

( f )  Federated Ttade 8 Labour Unions: - 
Number of Sranches in ~ o h t y  
Membership 

. Knight8 of Labcur: *- . 
Membership 

(a) One oilthe-reasons f0.r consulti~g origiilal documents such as thc  
ono from which t h e ~ e  figures are taken, is to cgnfirm or r c f u h  the 
informaticn given  in t e x t  books. Mvst schc.01 books i n f o r n  us  that 
the I , & , B .  was a lmos t  unknown Co tnc Authoritico. Yet we f i n d  that 
the pol ice  ha8 a record of membarship i r ,  eacb County, They d i d  not  
kn~w, how nnny r i r c l c s  of t h o  I . H , B ,  t h c r o  wera in Waterford but they 
,did for most of the rest 2f the country. - Zarlaw, fur inetnnce 
they.knew to have 2 circles, x i t l .  62  members, while G a l w n y  has nc 
less than 63 c i r c l u e  w i t h  4,5W r~eubers .  

( h j  G (L:'; After theWi3maiuh~t.1 TrostyHin 1882, P a r n e l l  f e l t  that t h ;  
Land League w a s  no l onge r  ussfu1 as sufficient land aefarrn had beon 
won, He t h e r e f o r e  disbendtsd tha  Land Loaguo,.but persuaded most of 
its members to j o i n  the Ir ish N a t f n n a l  L o a p e  which would raise aoney 
for the Fame Rcle Party, a8 well au ho1;pirrg it t o  win e l e c t i o n s -  When 
the Home Rule Par ty  s13lLtdn 1890, ao d5d the National Le-igua, those 
opposlng Pslrncll cal- l ing thorrseLvcs tho I r i s h  National  Federat ior is ,  
As ia obv ious  hero, a somcwbat larfior nurcbcr opposcd Fame11 in 
Waterford than su;3po~tcd him, The Waterford M,P, Jabin Hedmond, 
parsuaded thc  two groups to corns t oge the r  in1900. It i n  peculiar that 
tho police should h a v ~  b ~ a n  wntching t h e s e  so clonely in 1692, 



Does anybody h a w  who t ~ i e - : & e m ' ? . ' -  ~hkre- &re about 800 
members throughout Ireland, 

The police distinction hcr6' i l l  Ln'terYiting. \jhy should the 
OoAmA. have been t o t a l l y  Under clerical m n t r o l  ii ~ & t e r f o r d ,  
but the 350 menbera.in Heath-for instance have been-alL 'Cunder 
Faninn cont>oln, Surprisingly, Tipr+rary haad onkv 4 Zlubar, 
vi th all m u m k r s  under the r ' l e r~ l ; ; r .  

Waterford sesme t o  have had tha stroneest trade union branch in 
Ireland in 1892. Interesting that it should bs cansidered 

subver aive" . 
_._ . .. -. * .-.*-- . 

Does anybody know what th ie  s m a l l  group hoped t o  achieve ? 

INTEiZMEDIATE CERTIFICATE H I W R Y  -SECTION' 2 OPTION E 

Ireland in the age of the American and French Revolut$ol~r. 

In 1775, the year of' ~al'erican independence, juat 200 years ago, 
Arthur Young made a tom of  Ireland; Here a r e  eome of the thingr 
he noticed in Waterfard. 

.. I.. - L d . I I I  r 

"The &ate  o f .  the pewyle i a  much better than formerly; 
they used t o  have one acre of potatoes and the graas for 
one cow, and no more, and were much greator s laves  than 
at prsaent. (they now) fo$d on potatoeg and m i l k ;  most .q,$. . . -- . p . .- 
them have c o w ~  - they have ,oat. breqd wbn.potatoe8 m e  not 
in seasqn. They' all keep piga birt never eat. t.hem; :?they 
have nor a l l '  siioes and stobf inge; and are decently dreseed 
every Sunday, Ilo hats amaag the women but it i s  the 
same in ather parts .  a \  

' ...... ,, ,... t. .. . . --- 

It is frpm accounts l i k e  this  that,hietoriane conc.lude.that.things 
i were not 'to? bad in parta,pf Irel+d,~ such ps,Water$ord $r .the 17701.. 
I As the popuXation incret+ed -however, up t o  the pamine, p e ~ l e  became 

poorer. W i n g  deecribad the appekranco of Wateriard wd.its trade i with Nevf oundland, Young d e s c r i b e e  the peasahtry around F a i  thlegg- 
I - 1 3  .- -.--- 

"The poor peapke.plough with four- horsae, sometimes six. 
They apin their o m  -flax,'but n o t  more, and a feu of them 
(spin) wool for themselves. Their food is patatoee and ( .  

milk; but they have considerable aesistance from fish,;. 
* _ _  _ -._. -C 

particularlg herrings; part  of the year they also have 
barley, oaten and rye bread . 'The r e n t  of a cabin is 
ten shillings; an acre with it 20 s hi l l in&.  The grass 
of a cow is now 25 .or 30 ahiklfngs. 



PU) WATERFOAU SUCIETY 
11--------------1 

Plaaso natu t h a t  no other not ics  o f  thoao outings w i l l  be sent : 
-------.--l--"--------------"----------------------------- 

SUNDAY 30th MAY: Uuting t o  Bunmahon, ' Spoaker Dee. Cowman 
Care dapert  From 'city Hall at 2.30pm. t o  meat a t  nunabrattin 
car park and p i c n i c  area om tho coast  immediately Was+ o f  
Boat ~ t r a n h  . a t L  3 .  OOpm, 

- , I  t !. - 8 .  _. . THURSDAY 26th AUGUST: 
;,:6: a.M. 

, . 
C i r c u i t  o f  City W a l l s  -.Speak&r Mr. J p  5 Cerroll .f I . - 

,.: ,{ 
' . Wet at Rs$insldm T m i r  a t  7.m p.m. 

, . . 1 : 4 -1. ., 

. ... . 
t !. - 8 .  _. . THURSDAY 26th AUGUST: 

;,:6: a.M. 

C i r c u i t  o f  City W a l l s  -.Speak&r Mr. J p  5 Cerroll 
1 

, . ' f  1 . - 
,.: ,{ 

' . Wet at Rs$insldm T m i r  a t  7.m p.m. 
. 1 : 4 -1. ., d 

, . 
C d 

: a .  NDhY 12th ~ E ~ H E R ~  

':4* . i; pl 
Viai* t o  Duiaka Abbey, Graiguanemanagh 

. 

Spsakmr Mr. Hughrsa 
h m t  at City Hall at 2.30 p.m. t o  srrivm at 
Graigusnamsnagh at 3.30 p.m. 
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