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EDITORIAL

The Committee of the 0ld Waterford Secciety in November 1975
established an editorial board to produce 2 pilot magazine which
would tast the feasibility of giving a permanent form to current
historical research in Deciea. A pllot Issune was produced in
January 1976, and in April the A, G. M, of the 0ld Waterford
Society authorised the editcorial board to produce a fuller edit-
ion in the Spring and Autumn, Our thanks to Waterford Cerporation
who have done so0 much to help us produce this Spring issue,

We would wery much like to hear the comments of our felleow
members (membership form enclossd for those not currently menborsl)
Questions, answers, suggesticns and above all articles long er
short (surely somebody will send us something on Gualtire) will
be gratefully received by:-

Des Cowman, "Knockane®, Annestown, phone 96157
Sr, Virginia, Ferrybank Convent, phone 4112
Noel Cassidy, "Lisacul", Marian Park, { phone 3130

MAP REFERS TO ARTICLES ON PAGES 13-15,
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THE SISTERS AT aTAANDALLY
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In 1874 the Pacviah pricst of Sgealdbally, Co. waterford, Fr. Casey,
requeated the Mprey Sisters off Cappoguin to vpen a convent in Stradbally.

Within twz2lve monthe the Meother Suporciorx of Cappoguin ,Mrs. Deversux (nuns

were colled "Mrz.") arrived with fuur sisters to take possession of Myrtle
Lrdge Tor the live~tire of Fr. Cascy, when they were to have his house,

They were coon Juincd by four others from Cappoquin. By 1876, thanks to the
kindness of My, Docrean af Faha and meny otherss (including the Church of
Irelend res donats) the Strodhally community bocane an independant institution
already working with —he s-eple of Steradballye,

From the arnals, fortunately kept by the early sisters , we realize that
this was rather a pinnooring endeavour amangst a people who received with some
trepidation thoza eight veiled and hooded fumalcs now living amongst them.
Thetie lorqgely lpishe-op aling poople scoined a new form of address in English
to the nuns. | --<» - - s note bzgins, "My deer Virgin™! What is most

striking =laal Lhese ploer ceieg s s their sense of bumour.

Thoy rueaden 5t not glooe was Hyotle lodage too far from the Phufcf,
(several nuna ool pneuwn aa freo o r daily o rly morning walk to Mass), but
it was also too tnall - docrepit Fpur of the nuns had tn 5leep over the
laundry, riskirg cufforecdion from o faullty flue. Une large s iseer oput her
leg ricit through “he xcitin fleoozr l1zaving it dangling inte the kitchen below
Extrication proved a problen which Sister Conlt offered to solve from her realm
by emputaticn & "o adt we Jt's delights, Myrtle Leodge was chronically
infesiecd with rats ars noer, o thot after gy wirters of misery the decision
was taken to nove aut.

Un 1ldth Segntomber 1083 the sisters muvoed into what hod boen a pub on the

the Square. Fv an urPortunate coincidence that was also Pattern day and the
accampanying fair had been shiftoed fer the firei Lime from the Cove to the
Square. Few peoapls knev of the chaiga of owncrship of the pub, and the

resultant confusion is sicozded with much hunour in the annals.

when Fo. Casey daud

a1 Lgh the sisters wer: i have his houso. They
moved in the following yvuar rdnerirg b "Mount SE. Josophis™. wter aome

additions and alteraticn: &0 s now very acch as it was by 1B%0. til)l pro-
served hare is a “eil from the ghip "Aquila" wreckued on thec eoast nearhy,
given by Fr. Caysey.

Meanwhile, the nuns hed boen cetting on with. theiy teaching. Apart
from the reoulas HMoticnal School curriculum, the nuns taught music,dancing,
drama and art ss well as domesiic science. In the 10920%'s they expanded into
commercial weavinno, sewinc, lice nmaking, embroidery & knitting under the
title "Munster industzies". About 40 girls were emploved and trained untal
1922.

Art intef:atiﬁg aspoct of this periad is the sisiers involwvement in the
Gaelic % evival af the JHQW'R C¢ill preserved is the voluminous corres -
panden = nF thue nuns, partiswularly that of Mother Patrick ?nd Sister Agnes
with Dz. Hickoy of Maynooth, (before his early retiramcnt) . While he

corructed thoir I.ich, they collected his falklore, particularly paems and

i
songs for him Thege, with hie comments on them, we ill treasure in

Stradbally.
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The nuns' other work included visitation of the. sick. Such was the E
reputation of the sisters in this field that in 1BB7 they were asked to
. AR o . e 1
hely to care for the sick in the Lismor: Workhouse, end three sisters from
Stradbally ware there vhtil ite clasure in 1922
Hgmce, after their initial difficclties, (he Sisters became part of tke
Life of Stradbally. fhat their contributions tu it was appreciatsed is
evidenced by the way, year after year, neighbouring farmers between them
tended the small farm adjoining Mt. 5t. Jysephs for the s isters.
‘
SH. PHILOMENA DALTON
——————————— i T P ——
]
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ANCIENT  WMILL AT BALLYUWANE
{n 1968, during drainage of a field at Hallydwane, wooden beams were
discovered some feet vnder the surface. A timber {rame was excavated and
a wooden pipe, narrower near the frame and wideninc slightly along its
30ft. length. This wag possibly a duct from a spring to drive a horimortal
millwheel , the frame being part of the Mill-house.

Such mills were common all over Europu and though highly inefficient,
were simple to construct being a great improvemont on guerns or hand-mills.
The Tirst lrish mention of such permanent mills is found in the Annals of
Tighernach, rufercing to the slaughter aof the sons of Dluthnach in the Mill
af Maclodran in 50l A.. and thuy are frequently mentioned in other annals.
Whether the Ballydwanc mill is as old as this is unlikely but cactainly 1t
had disappeared by 1052 when the Civil Survey was made. In parts of the

West of Irzewland svuch mills waere inm use up tu L850, (soe Article by Knox
from Proceedings R.i.A., Vol. XXVI, bec, 0).

Unfortunately, the mmains of this mill wer. broken up and ali that
remains is a single ook beaw 10ft. long by 9ins, Square, with a niche 12 ins.
deep by 4 ins. wide, near the centre. Ng sign of mill stones nor wheol
were found,although they may still be buried.
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WATERFORD CITY WURKHUUSE had accommodation for 1004 inmatus. In March
1846 there werwe 1,043 inmates, rising each March during the F_mine ycars
to 1,153, 1,8%2 and a peak of 2,410 in March 1849,
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EXTRACT FRUM PLLA RULL UF COURT PRUCEED NG 1310: (translated)

- e e . o i S S . s O e 4 i S £y o o By e

" it appears that when Henry O first went te I eland there vas

«aw

a certain (Ustman) chief named Reginald Mac Gillenory who resided at
Reynaud's Cgastle, near the port of Waterford, whoero in the jurors' time
{1.2.1310} there was » certain deserted mote, anc, having heard of tho
King's coming, and of his intention to land an army at Waterford,
endeavoured, by means of three large chains thrown across the harbour,
to frustrate the attempt. The King succsedoed, and, having taken
Apginald and his adhersnts prisoners, he hanged them as vrebels; and ho
exprellad all the ather Ustmen whom he found dwolling  in the City ..
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The present village of Bunmahon stands on the last of the town-
land of Templeybriclk, which is ctlhicrwise thinly populated. Yet the
Western part of the townland appears to have been the homeland of the
O! Bricks, "lLords of the Decies", who simply disappeared in the 13th
Century, to he succeeded by a bustling Norman community with Manor,
Court and churches. This too has disappeared by 1660 and nothing now
remains (see map ) .

THE VANISHED MEDIEVAL STITLEMENTS OF TEMPLEYBRICK

— e .

Bun Machan, or [lunmahon is the present name of this village at
the mouth of the river lMahon. It lies on the townland of Templeybrick
and it is rot easy o define precis&ly waen the village dropped its

townland name and became Bunmahon. Dr. Charles Smith, writing his
history of Co. Waterford around 1745,5’zn"s nothing there worthy of
mention; but he does show BONMAHCON BAY on his map. if we move on to

Skaw Mason's Parochial Survey of Ireland, 1814 - 1819, we find
statistics of the very sigeablle village of ""Bon Mahon".

The earliest reoorded inhabitants of this townland - other than
Ptolemy's "Brigantes’ . must have been the O'Bric's, Chiefs of the
Southern Dessi or Deci (i, Tk~ O'Brics are thus described in O'Heerin
& O' Dugan's Topopraph.cal Poens of the 14th .. 15th Centuricg :

UL HEACHAC!D the Jdelightful lies,
In the South of woody INIGFAIL,
O'BRIC'S fair lot eiong the waves,
From LECLOGHA to LITHDRUM.

Dr. O' Dcnovan in his Ordnance Survey letters, quoting from O
Flaherty's OGYGIA, and Dr. Keating's History mi ‘r%%i , atates that
the original territory of the DESIES of MununLL,’fiom ISMORE to CREDEN
HEAD and from the River Suir <o O'BRIC'S L[SLAND, However in early
times, before the Worman invasion, it would scem that the (G'Brics and
their followers were driven from their heomelrnd by the Eugemans
(Mc Carthys) of Desmond. Certain it is that the name disappeared from
County Waterford -~ indced from Ireland, cther than the Kerry O!'Bruic's
by the time of the Civil Suvrvey cf 1654, wiercas the O'FAOLAINS, princes
of the Decies and, lat:r of the Northern Desci, have remained numerous
in the County ripght up to modern times - in the guise of PHELAN and
WHELAN .

There are good reasons for believing that “he cﬂmbitdln of the
Q0'Brics had his headquariers on OLLFAN UL BRIC, or O'Bric's Island,
new known as Danes Lsland -~ a healloand forming part of fhm Dld town-
land of TEMPLEYRRICYE : *he old toewnland of Templeybrick in the 17th
Century was twice as large ac ncw, including as it did the present town-

land of BALLYNARZID There has always been a folk memocry of this:
Dr. Q' Donovan refers to it i: his Ordnancw Survey letters ae does Samuel
Lewis in his Topographical Dicilonary. True, they beth mention the

local traditior that O'Bricis strongoold was on a large insulated rock,
some 40 yards from {he shore and adjacent to Island O'Bric: However a

few centuries ago this island too must have been an integral part of

a gre&itly enlarged headland of Island O'Bric - and in any case, the
island's name has always been TEVPLE O0'FRTC, which must signify a church

v

Site. Apart from thnis, the point has well been made by a Northern
scholar, Dr. Seamus Q'Kelly, tha“% " a residence of the above kind (i.e
the late citadel of a Gaelic chieftain ) was often perpetuated as a
site of a Plantation chief-house,- thne spot usually being a suitable ocne
and already clecared', Locqmen‘”*y evidence we certainly have that the
Norman invaders had Mopnor, Ceurt, tensments, burgages and possible even
a castle on the lands of the manor of ISLAND O' BRIC - later known as



TLMPEL O' BRIC.

The carliest roferences so far available are to the years.1255
when by charter FENRTCUS POHERUS. granced to JOHN FITZWALTER and his
heirs the land of ILANDOBRICH and 1327 when RICHARD LE POER places
WILLIAM L% P0k[ in Treehrld possersion of a third of his manor of
W ISLANYBRIXE"M, In 1331 are ;GCO"d“ the _etters patent of RICHARD

m POFR theolb he hay made his fealiy To WITLIAM LE POER at a court
”W‘d at "L YERICY for lanis and tenements in "YLANYBRIK; these
letters pat~nt-were given a2t YLANYBRIK in February 1331. In 1387
ie recordeﬂ a pgrant Ao BOINR to STENMIEN COUGH of rent in lands,
tenenents and Burgegés in MILL iWYBPYV' Lmdﬁb several others places.
By 1%92 FHIITP RHJ“L?JN had n-.de a grant to DAVID SEQIAUNT of fthe whole
maror of TLTANTERYK and 74 caiw.catee of land there together with
advowsons cf ~hurkhes Fhero. This rrantc was giver at ILLANEBRYK,
Septembér ’GLE 1352, 0a Cceokar 9th 1393 DAVID SERIANT granted to
PESILIP BUALT {7 " DOWER the manor etc. as above ; given a% ILLANEBRYK .
October 9bh " 553, G Mavel. 1bth 400 STEPEEN GOUGH granted toJAMES.
LE BOUTLIEY, Ee2) of Ormond. all hie lande and Lenements in TLLANYBRYK
amons o'Fey nlices.

o availsdie regarding TTLAND O BRIC during the
wlbbn A g“ﬂnt.was maée by the Atbot and Convent :
M oto MDNUND FIUIWALTER BLACKMAMN PUWER of

nex* “ceniuy
of MOTHTL ol " a
LLopNT VI VL,

~ A Tertuiry Later ‘n Jarusvy 154) we find among the monastic
porsecsio=a ¢l ~he hoey.of MOTHEL, the vicarage of "KYLVENAGH", (not
i ified Lo dave vavse vienr sunplied chavlains czervicing the

L AT IZORMAC , BATLYLAWEEL, ISLAND Q' BRIC, together

A MHOLARGY © and, "TAMPULLNYY . Rectories and tithes
“thé=ze churchee, Thusz we find that up Lo the
cartey the Mauer of Island C'Bric containgd one or more

gnd 4ithes of these chinclies were pogsessions
LOTH 7 APLEY; *heir advewnons were 1l possession of the
o "Yhad Wniiov. nly churchns on record within the .
af, Gllavde 1urch as marked on the 0.5, map in the
“:a.*gﬂ ponaalle chnrch ns above- i

POW en 1U0L41Lu stacic some 40 yards

- Tl.!._‘_..._..-_.-

G-oumnints qucted have been concerned wholly
with Zgl.nd of e , Moncy awd 1% ¢ dependante: Templehrick has not
been ‘mentiorid 2% cech, Frov now on the two are almost always referred
to side by otie datsl Sinally feinnd Q'Bric ~drops out altogether. Can
it be ihai coachkal érosion cad euc:oa bhmenx by the sea was already
mggiﬂg e Triuyd c:‘adcl uniahébuloen 2 o

I January 170 73 there 1o recorded a grant by Themas, Barl of |
‘Ormord “to Anthony Power, of %he Manor of ILLANYVRIKE & YEMPLE IVRICKE
with-nll % leadoc, Y*nementc ete.tmereto helong;ng for 21 years.
Provis‘bﬂﬂ‘for raviaent ol ren! and for defence are to follow : given at
ILLAIN “IVRICHT & WWPLE TVRICKE January lsz 1557/8, In 1569, Sir Thomas

Butle:,'vnrl'qf Urmond, granied by Deed *o Andrew White and Robert Poer,
chapiraine #11 the reasec. castles, lands, etc. of INSULA TVRICKE, called
in Ipish I[TTAYNG TVRICKE ond TAMPE IVRICKE %o hare and to hold for ever.
In June 1571, there s o grant by Thomas, Eorl of Ormond to William
Joknson et~y of all hir honowrs, lerdships, manors, courts, le e¢t, views
of franliplecdze. advousons or ”BCtOIlhu etc, in ILTANEEYRICKE, Coa
'wntdrford',_J6ﬂg mALy other places. | In June 1613, is xecorded

Royal ”1n“p axirms" ‘of avphaﬂre?y De¢rec betwenn the “"rT of Ormnud
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James Sherlock repgarding
same time a Hoyal Inquisition was held into the demcent of the Earldom

of Ormond 1613 - 1625. The Earl of Ormond's posesessions in Co. Water-
ford are listed as : -

(1) The 0Old Friary of Carrickbeg.
() Gurtynetenny (i.e, Gurteen Upper)

(3) The towns or villages of TAMPLEYVIRKE, ILANDYVRIE, SHANKILL

and "KILLAGHMOYLYN" (i.e. Kilmpylan)

In 1641 the great Civil War broke out in Ulster and spread across
the face of Ireland. Peace only came after Cromwell had laid waste
the country from end %o end. History has left us with an account
of the end of that other great Power manor of Dunhill, but it is silent
on the subject of Island O'Bric and Temple O'Bric. Suffice that in
1664 the Commissioners of the Civil Survey found the Earl of Ormond in
possession of aterritory" in"BALLILANEEN Parish consisting of
"TEMPLEIBRACK", LYSNEGERAGH" and "BALLYDOAN". A footnote states that
"This territorie was divided intc three even parts, The chief place
was TEMPLE BRACK and had a manor and Royaltees, the fishing of the
sea and river Mahin and thé befefitt of a Courte Leete once a yeare'.
Already the wverhs are in the past tense. The scicalled Census of
Ireland arcund 1659 shows TEMPLE I BRACK now having the smallest
population of any townland-in Ballylaneen Parish -~ eight families (all
Irish ) against Lisnegerah with fourteen (all Irish ) and Ballydoan
with eleven (nine Irish add two English, with Peter Anthomy Gent. as
the man of standing there). '

The importance of Island O'Bric and Temple O'Bric is clear enough
from our documentary records and from tradition. It is perhaps
stpange that early maps, such as Mercators (1595) or Boayiocs (1599)
do not mark Island O'Bric - although they both include ISLAND HUBBOCK.
However, John Speed (1610 ) has "Ile Iuerick" marked clearly enough,
in the right place, on his map of Munster. A Sassenach, he sees it
to draw a Sassenach's idea of a proper island. --By 1610 however, the
manor of Island O'Bric was clearly in decline. The detniled maps of
the Down Survey of 1655 - '58 showing townlands as well as Barounies,
have nothing to’'show of note in Temple O'Bric . Island O'Bric
is conspicuously missing. The records of the Civil Survey regularly
show castles, stumps of castles, stone houses, and Yyuinated stohe
houses', but again, nothing at all is listed for the townland of
Templeobrick, Canon Power refers to an area-in Lisuageerah as-the
site of 'an old mansion of the Powers -~ but does not - -hint at how old,
O'Bric's ancient citadel would likely be built largely of wood and
zarth but the Normans could bhe expected to replace this guith stone.

If so, 1 think we can safely conclude that any castle was largely
destroyed by coastal eroasion; the prssent "island" would be but a.
fraction of the land surface available five centurics ago. Never the-
less, around 1840 the first Ordnance Surveyors found and marked bhreec
rectangular house sites don ‘thé "island" and Mr. Ussher, the friend of
T, J. Westropp, reputedly saw the foundations of severanl stone hute of
which traces are :qid still to exist. Island O'Bric is at present
almost a genuine island snd is inacccdsible from the mainland. It is
riddled with evidence of former mining but its surface is a level green
sward. s

The ecclesiastical story-of Island: Q!'Bric would entail much
research among sarly chnrch archives. Canon Power has no hesitation
in listing Island O'Bric as an ancient parish of Lismore Diogese.
a8 one might axpett But its separate aexistence seems to have come

to am end around tne same time as the Manor disappeared from history.

We can discover that Pope Hicholaes's taxation of 1291 valued the

Island Ivrick and Temple Ivrick. Around the

-

o

-
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parish of Hills nbrug at £3.2.8. identified by Canon Power as Island O'

- Bric. Even as late as 1558 a Catholic priest William Power, probably
under the protection of the local Power family, was still functioning
as Vicar of the united churches of KILBARMADAN, ISLANDBRICK & ROSSMIRE.
On the Protestant side, at the Reformation, Island O'Bric seems
originally té . have declined in importance into a "particle" of the
parish of MOTHELL. Even .so, as late as 1607 Rennison's Succession
List of Lismore Diocese shows the vicar of Mothell appointing another
William Power as curate for INSULABRIK.

Today, we look in vain for ruindd buildings associated with its
ancient history, anywhere on the old townland of Templevrick - even
for visible traces of any of these. Arvund 1840 John O' Donovan
described the foundations of an ancient building indistinctly vEsible
on the island of Templeybrick: today, given even powerful bkinoculars,
the visitor could hardly de the same, Island O'Bric is nothing but a
grassy sward today. Templeybrick Townland church, even in 1840
was but a site, hallowed by tradition. It is on record that the
Cornish miners, at a later period in Bunmahon's mhequered history,pulled
down the ruins of Philip Barron's Irish College to use as building
materials, it may well be that they also utilised anything that remained
standing of the ancient settlement on the Templeybrick townland.

JOHN MULHOLLAND
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PUBLICATICNS OF LOCAL HISTORICAL INTEREST

1. "Clonmel": By Shee & Watson, publishcd by An Taisce, price 99p
It is available from an Taisce, from bookshops in Clonmel and
elsewherc. Tts 62 pages deal with

(a) The historiaal development of - ulonmcl
(b) Architecture in Cloumel
(¢) Sites around Clonmel

It also contains many maps, sketches and photographs both
monochrome and colouread.

2. "City Walls of Waterford" is a wall chart. The Viking and Norman
fortifications arc superimposed on a map of the present street
pattern and are flanked by sketches giving details of parts of the
fortifications still standing. A short explanatory text
supplements this. The chart is available from the City Hall at
75p.

3. "Mooncoin'" Part 1: 1750 - 1975: by T. Ryan available from the
author at Carrick Road, Mooncoin. Its 90 pages deal with the
ecclesiastical and educatinnal- history of the parish , plus the
correspondence on the "Carigeen Affair'" of 1832,

L. "The Comeraghs'" Vol, 3: 1976: edited by Sean & Sheila Murphy, is
due for publication at the end of July, costing about 70p and
available from the Book Centre, Waterford and other retail outlets.
It will include articles on Vlklng brewing equipment found at,
Comshingaun; on the use of water power from the Comeraghs to drive
mills etc. on local hermits, seers and poets; on the Queen Anne
roads, on the Cromwellian Plantaticn, and on mining in.Bunmahon.

N300 080%A00QIEEBOEU DD H
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Did you know that 7

(1) The tower and spiro of Ferrybank Parisiy Church of the Sacred Heart
was completed in 1847 and in January of the samo year the liver
Suir was frozen across.

(27 That Cromwell pover set faot on Cromwiell's Fock (sorry touristsl),
but viewed the city from Moumt Miservy ano then crossed by ‘pontaon
Hridge toc LGracedieu, Waterford successiully withstood the siege,

bhut was compglled to surrender to Ireton in the follawing yeax,’
1650, It is perhapa of some relevance to obaserve that Waterford's
successful stend sgasinet Cromwsll {unigue in hie Irish campaign)

is not accorded ths mezit it deserves in our Irish school text-
booke.

(3) That the name Ussory had its origin in the old Gaelic " Uisce Rioeht"
the kingdom of the 2 rivers i.e. the district between. the Suir and
the Harrnw.

(4% That Little Island of Fitzgerald fame Was onee palt and paicel of
Ussory. Below Helview one could walk ncross tha Fmrd at low tide.
(57 That the island castle was once the 13t Century ssat of the Ormonds.

FRAMK  HEYLIN.

B e S B .



PHIIWLIFP BARRUMN -~ MAaN 0F MY STERY
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L3ux - 1860 7

With the coming of Summer, courses for students of Irish will
re—-cpen all over the Gaeltachts. In County wWaterford, Colaiste
na Rinne will be packed out as usual; one of the oldest colleges
in constant exiatence. But County Waterford may also lay claim
to the first Irish language college ever founded in lgelana, as
far back as 140 years ago - an extraordinary collegs, the dream
and the heartbreak of an extraordinary man, rFhilip Baxrron. Even
today Philip Barron is something of a mystery.

Ho was barn at Durrow, near Stradbally in either 1801 ox
1802 < like most of the available information no-one seems quite
certain, and was the sldest of the seven children af R:ichard
Barron and Catherine Hay. Duglas De Hlde in his baook "Mise
agus an Conpradh" says tha% he was a nativa speaker of Irish and
that the Barron family was one of the most respected families in
County Waterford at that time. Trey had a substantial amount ot
land and although the father died in 1812 when Philip could not
have been more than eleven years old, the widow and family were well
provided for. Towards the end of the year 1320 Philip was enrbll-
ed es a resident student in Trinity Collsge, Dygblin, His applica-
tion form, still extant, states that he was educated by Mr, Collins,
Waterford. Seamus 0 Lasaide in "Tpe Irish Book Lover® Uuly - Auygust
1929 states that there is noltrice at all of any Mr. Co-lins having
a school in Waterford at the begirning of the last century, but there
was a Mr. Connell who did teach in the City at that time, and the two
names could have been confused 1f given urally to whoever was filling

in the applications for entrants. Dr. J. H, Sjnger, who was afier-
wards to become Protestant HBishaop of Meath appears to have been his
tutar. Philip Barron left Trinity without getting a Degree.

Sean U'Cadhla says that he spent thrue years there, - _
Shortly after, in ths year 1825, he bought himself o news-
paper, theo Waterford Chronicle. H= was deeply interosted, as
werae his family, in the Catholin guestioh, and it is likely that
his main ebject in buying the "Chronicle" was to help thu Catholic

Association, for @ ysar he ran it and its tone was brave,
independant, and nationally-mindod. Buring the 1326 Elcetions hwe

took the Stuart side and supported their candidate; Henry Villiers
Stuart, in oppositien to Lord George Berssford. ' During. the

glection campaign he published an article in the Chronicle speaking
severely af the traatment which Mr. Denn, a Cork Baorrister was alleged

to have maeted out to tenants near Tallow. This was the opportunity
that the Beresford faction was waiting for. A writ for libsl was

isgsued against Philip Barron as proprietor of the "daterford Chronicle®
There are reports of the case in the "Dublin Morning Register", 9th
April, 1827, the "Dublin Morring Ppst" Jth April; 1827, and the
Waterford Chronicle April 1627, also tho "Duklin Evening Mail®™ 1lth
hpril, 16827, Borron himself did not appear in Court, but he was
defended hy two very famous man, Sgt. Goold K.C., and Dgniel O'Ceonnell.
But for all Dan's eloguence, thig was ane case he did not win and
damages ta the sum of £1,350 were given against Harron,
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On the Btn May an appeasl was heard on the grounds Lhat oo
of tha jurymes was a relative of lLord George Beresford and had

been on his committse during the elections. It was muved hy

Mr. Curran, but failed, Hut meanwhile Philip Farroen hed flad

the country and tha writ was nover served. dis last puolic
appearance was at a meeting in the Town Hall, Jdaterfurd, where ’
he spoke on Mendicity on 19th April, 1a27. Then he decided to

leave thae countey rather than pay what he no dourt considered
an abnarmally large and unjust fine,

The "Chionicla", after o short silence appeared again on
the Bth May and soon lettsrs began ta appear in it under the pen-name

"Hibernicus", They were from Faris, and from their National
outlook, and their syvle, they were generally considerad to be
from the pen of the ex-proprietor. He was in Paris until April

of the tollowing year and then would appear to have gone to
Itzly. Meo Denn's libel action was the ill wind that blow
someé goad, for Barren, while in exile began to become conscious
of the national identities of the countriss he saw, and observ-
ing the musie, song, culture and languages of other couptzies,
was convinced of the great loss Ireland was suffering by the
neglect and supression of her national heritaga,. From this
was bern his dream.

Tha next place we hear of Philip -Barrom is in July 1830
when he went aon & delegaticn to Kilkenny to see his old defender
Daniel O'Connell. This time he and his colleagues wers asking
Q'Connell to consider standing as a candidate for County Watertord
in the Westminister electiocns. Byt the great man was not interested.
Matthew Butler states that Barron had ceturned to Ireland the
previous August or September.

lin Dacamber 5th 1830, he attended a meeting of the Catholic
inhabitants of Dyngarvan and spoke thare. The meeting had baeen
called by the townspeopls to refute some particularly slanderous
rumaurs that had been circulated in an attempt to vility the local
prieats - the Parish priest Dr., Foran and the curate, Fr. Fogarty.
Barron was slected to the committes that wag formed at that
meeting. An interesting sidalight %o this can ba.found in An
thhair Pgdraiqg Breathnach's little sﬂng-hnak, "5idh-Cheal?,
published in 1924, Giving the song "Sile Mi Ghadxal' with the
traditionzl County Waterford words, he follews it with & note about
Dr. Foran, mentioned in the song, saying "The P.P. of Dyngazvan,
Dr. Faran, touk part with the Nephew af the Duke of devonshire, the
Horn. Gezorga Lami". He is, of course, referring ta the cleections.
So, in spite of the fact that Dr. Foran had taken the side of the
psople who has been responsible for bringing him to court, Philip
Barron was willing to defend his good name publicly and serve oh a
committee formed for his defence.

Barronts ambition was to provide the Irish people, the great
poverty-stricken masses of them with their language, traditions,
tiistory, songs, archaesology, in books thet would be su cheap that
wven the peorest could-buy. And- his other dream was a college, where
thxough the [rish language, he could provide a truly Irish education
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Waterford. He now began a period of intense study to zoady himsgelf

far this mammoth task.

From 1830 to 1834, he contacted scholars all aver tho country,
writing and receiving, it is estimated, hundreds of letters, not one

of which survives. Then in 1834, he began work on the building of
his collegu. His father's lands, known as the Mountain Castle bstate,
had bueern left to Philip and it was oo his own land that he chose the

site for thes College building. Matthew Hutler stotes that while the
cron himself

building was in progress he lived in Segafield House. n
dascribes the result:; "In this building, the ancient Gothic order has
been adopted. There are two returns in the rers with a yard in the
cantre. Thess returns are also Gothic". The 1841 Urdnance Survey

map shows such a building to the tast of Seafiald townland, although
Butler says it was situated at the south Baundary of thoe townland of ..«
Seafield close by the Glenanearbail Road and that it had thret spires.
In 1916, when Butler's exhaustive series of articles began in the
"Catholic Record of Waterford & Lismore", on Barron he says, that the
ruins there covered abaut 20 X 16 yexds, naot a very laxge building,
apparently, but prebably quite imposing. Barron describes the situat-
ion as being "in a silent.glen, shut in by hills from cvery storm, a

mile from Bunmahon and 3 from Stradbally.

On the lst Jsnuary 1835 Philip Baron's cellege was opened. He
had advertised it in the "Freesman's Jpurnal" as teaching, as well as
Irish, Writing, Ciphering, Mensuration, Navigation, Enylish, Grammar,
Geography, History, Latin, Greek & Hebrew. It was to have been a
bPilingual College at first, and as swoan as all his pupils had become
fluent Irish speekers, he intended teaching all subjects through the

medium of Irish,. There is no record of who his teachers were, or how
many there were. He himself could have taught several subjects. He
also ran night classes for Llocal people, which included = class in
agriculture. He was very interssted in improving agriculture in

Ireland, probably realising that we were heading towards the Fanine,
In many ways Barron foreshadowad Padruig.Mud Piarais ana Colaiste
Eanna. He arganisaed competitions for his pupils that ware very like
the early Oireachtas competitions.

Simultaneously with the opening of the Dnomahon College, Philip
Barron commenced publication of his booklets. On January 1ist
"Ancient Ireland 1" appeared. It was the result of almost 9 years
of vreparation, according tu himself, and he had no doubt that he was
now about to produce a Gaelic renaissande.  He weites "I am well
avars of the enthusiasm which will burst forth on the appearance aof
this magazine. U let it now go out to the world without the slightast,
fears as to its receptien.....From this era (lst January 1835), we shall.
have to date the revival of learning in Ireland.

This revival was to take ploce thraugh the colliege, the
magazine, and no less %than 25 types of publication, ranging from a
24 issue set of Irish Primers, through dictionaries, Catechisms,
sermons, gengraphies and histories to a Hebrew Grammar (Barron bé-
lieved Irish and Hehrew to have close affinities). 10,000 copies of
"Ancient Ireland No.l" were printed and a zeprinting had to be done.
Volumes 2 & 3 also appearad in January, each of 16 pages and over the
follawing month six of the other publicatiorns waere issued, "Ancient
Ireland LV" appearad in April as a wonthly of 112 pages and the May
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issue contained 176 tightly printad pages. S50 far Oarran had 200,000
booklets in circulation according to Butler .

Yet the editorial in "Ancient Ipeland" (May'35) declares
"some disappointment has heen felt that these slementary works
not heing, pefore now, out in grezater apundance and qgreater variety".
He: then comments on the lack of contributors : "Where are the persons
ot learning and natianal records 7.....aid cannot be had cven from
those who feel the deepest interest and anxiety......Inn a very short
time we shall have a grazat variety of small Irish works out". Na-
thing further appeared.

Here the great mystery hegins. It is helieved that the -
college closed in May or June, Mo ane knows for certain when it
closed, U'Cadhla says he had to close it "i gcionn leath bhliana'l
What happened to end so suddenly and finally all the
dreams and ambitiuns of this extracrdinary man ? All we have to go
on is rumour, conjecture, and probabhility. Seamus U'Caspide says
"he fell into poor circumstances after failure of his literary
ventures and the expense of building the colloege’. Butler, more
exhaustivaly mentions several of the reasons suggested for the closure
of the'collage:~ '

Barrons dictatorial manner which alienated even his onc=time friends,
{Daniel Corkery mentions that U'Curry & U'Donovan woro among his
encmies); the veiled antagounism of powsrful Irishmen; U'Connelltyg
evident success while at the same time deriding the Ixish language;
Michasl 0'Mahony of Bynmahon says in the "United Irishman® of 1l4th
October, 1905 that the college was closed because, accoxnding to a
tradition in Bunmahon, of the fareclosing of a mortgage on Barron's
property hy the Powers of Lisnageragh. There is however, no record
of such a mdrtgage altﬁdugh others of the same time arc extant.

All accaounts seem to hoiht to the fact that Philip Barron had over-

spent. But is this sufficient to make him disappoér completely

from the pages of history ? To me it looks as if he had completely
broken down ir spirit, Sgamus {'Casaidae helieved that he fell =ick,
went to London, had died by 1837 and was buried in one of the Catholic
cemeteries there, He also states that an anonymous writer said

that Barron had a wife who survived him many yéars, aventually dying
in Switzaexrland. But Fr. Stephen Barron (0.CIST.), a. distant relative
says he died unmarried. William Williams, writing im "The Shamrock"

26.10.1867 mentioned that Philip Barron, on the failure of his college,
went to Paris "where he died about 7 years gince" - that would be
about 1860,

BHarron was definitely alive in 1839 - his signaturc exists on
a document that was dated the 6th July of that year. That was when
atl that was left of his property was sold. £7,650 was got. for- it
but he awed £4,000, £1,472 of that being tithess. He must have
been still alive in 1841 for a Carrigtuchil poet, Daithi De Barra
wrote a poem in Irish in his hopour and wrote an acctmpanying lettexr
when sending it to Barron. I think it would be a reasanable concluse=
ion ta say that he died of a broken heart, for not one word came from
his pen during his final exile.
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The picture that emerges af the man is af an intul%igemt, Mic
scholarly, ucbusinesslike person, a linguist and historian, a ma? Wil
who did not suffer fools gladly and made enemies by his dictatorial W
manner. Obviously an idealist, he seems t¢ have heen hot- tnwpered
and it is on record that he fought duels on at least two ocoasions. |
Only twenty when ke first threw down the gauntlet, A Er?tish Army Dai
Officer was his opponent, challenged by Harran for an alleged An
insult to a girl cousin of his. Thay fired two pistol shots each .
and Barron, with his secound shot shattered the Ufficer'sth ighbone. !
This duel was fought at Mount Neil, beyond the Skibersen turnpike Sei
on the Cork Road, The other.was an early morning duel in Co, Da
Kilkenny with one Richard Sargent who in the "Mail"™ had called
Harron "a Liar and a scoundrel". Each Tired three shots without
doing aﬂy'démage and went home. Homgur was satistied. De
In the Hoyal Irish Academy there are two books that had been I
presented to Philip Barron (he.vias a member of the Academy from If
1834 to 1837}, They are Irish translations by Thomas Feesrachty on
of two of Maria Edgeworth's novels, "Forgive and Forget" and
"Rosanna" . Little else remains - no lotiers, papers, personal In
belongings of Philip HYarron. Could he, in deep despair, have put T@
a light to-all that mass of correspondence that pavad the way to a8
the ﬁompiling of "Ancient lpsland"? Ur could they be in some ald Pl
trunk, attic or shed 7.
. U'Mahonsy said in 1905 that he fuund the site of the Coilege.
He explained the disappearance of the stones it was built from by
saying that the local farmers' took them for cowhouses, aor
alternately that they went to build cottages four Bunmahon minecs,
but Seamus U'Casaide says that doubt has bhaen exprassed as to the
accuracy of these theories. 1

Philip Barron lies in an unknown grave, probably somawherce in
Europe, Professor Eoin Mac Neill described hin as "the First
Gaelic Leagusr" and he was undoubtedly a man well in advance of
his tima. JAn a time when fow if any did su, he grasped the
importance of national identity. Had he lived a century later,
he would have Lived among kindred spirits - the men of 1916 and
their immediates successars.

But instead hoe ploughed a lona furrow
in his own district,

His 1is a memory worth hanouring.,

DOIRIN MHIC MHURCHU

THE FAMINE IN FENOR REGION (1846)

In the old parish of Islandsckeane 600 acrig were planted
with potatoes in 1844, and 680 in 1845, When this crop failed
only 300 acres of potatoes were planted in 1846, the rest being

sown with oats. The proportion of land teken as conwacre for
potatoes correspondingly dropped from onc eighth to ene twenty-

fourth,

‘ (From Constabuilary Reports,State

Paper Office 4in Tezchers!' Centre.!
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SOURCES  OF REFLRENCE

Seamus O' Casaide : '"The Irish Book~ Lover", July-August 1929
Michael O'Mahoney in the "'United Irishmen' 14,10.1905.
William Williams : in "The Shamrock", (Dublin),26.10.1867

Matthew Butler : "The Catholie Record of Waterford &% Lismore"
Vole IV 1516-1917,

Daithi De Barra's Poem "An Claidheamh Solais', 15.%.1916
An tAthair Padraig Breathnach - "Sidh Cheol", 1924,

Duglas De hlde : '"Mise agus an Conaradh",
Sean 0' Cadhla : "Catnair Phortlairge agus na Deise" 1917.
Daniel Corkery : "Davis and the National Language'article in

"Thomas Davis & Young Ireland 1845-1945"
: (Stationary Office).
Desmond Ryan : "The Sword of Light',

TWO APPEALS FOR HELP:

If anyone has any of Barron's books, letters, papers ecte. for sale or
on loan, 1 would be most interested.

Information required cn the Waterford sailings of pilgrims on the
medieval pilgrimage to the shrine of 8t. James at Compostella,
Galicia, &Spain. Any racords of ships that sailed from Waterford.

Please contact Doirin Mhic Mhurchu,
An Rinn,
Dungarbhan,
Co . Phortlairge. Phone: Ring 50

LI R B N A R A A - R

REPLIES TO QUESZTIONS RAISLED IN PILOT ISSUR

1. Re "Cromwell's camp at Kilbarry ?"by J.S. Carroll, the Archeolog-
ical Officer of the Ordnance Survey Office, Mr. S. O' Nuallain
writes -

"The encampment was shown on the original 6" sheet of 1841.
the 0.S. Name Book of that Survey describes the earthwork as -
'a large circular fort, formerly used as a battery. About 50
years ago (i.e. about 1790) a considerable number of balls was

found there. It is reported among the country people that a
barracks had been there in the 16th Century '. There doea not
appear any other information in 0.5. documents, nor have I been
able to find any reference to the site in the published
literature ', A sketch of the fortifications however, 1s
included in the field book of the 1951 revision of the 25" maps.
( In the criginal article, 1640 shauld have been 1649 - Ed.)

2 Re origins of "venters'" as used along Waterford coast, Mr. Tom
Mc Grath suggests that it is really a mis-pronounciation of
"vyenture', The flotsam and getsam it refers to was often so
inaccessible that one had to "venture" to get it.

5e Re location of Spa Well at Kilmeaden,we are told-'"the Spa is
situated beside a bridge about # mile from Kilmeaden Station on
the road to Clonea. It is still as Smith described it in 1745,
"a small spring, which in o few yards trickles intc a little brook
which crosses the rvroad",

b, Re Mechanics Institute, Miss P. Fanning has been kind enough to

submit the article following.
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WATERFORD  MECHAWICS INSTITUTE
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For the Diffusion of Useful Knewledge amangst the Labouring Classes.
a ¢ & 3 =8 8 3 8 A f g PP et et

The files of the Waterford Chronical and Vaicrferd Mirror at the
Municipal Library give information cancerning tho foundation of the
Institute in December 1827 and fairly guood coveiragu of the weekly mectings
until 1848 (the extent of the newspaper file). The Institute is also
mentioned in SLATER'S LIRECTURY, 1846, Its adiress was on The Mall.(J,.D.
Davis, Secrestary, Hency Mahany Libraxian). It was also mentionad in the
Munster Directory of 18a67. I+s address then was et 4, Little G,orges St.
(Edmond Power Secretary; HEnry Lyon bibrarian),

The Mechanipe Institute was s tarted in Londoun in 1823 and many such
achools aprang up in the years that followed with help and guidanca from

the parent Ipstitute. The object of the Institute was the diffusion of
ugeful knowledge among the mechanical and industricus classes. The
Waterford Institute waps founded in December 1427, The first Committce was

elected at a mceting held in the Town Hall an Dec. dlst 1827.

A Committee meeting was held en Monday 1st and the first public meeting
was held on Monday 9th, although extremely wuoh, a very numerous assembly

took place. A paper was read by Mr. U' Redilly cunprehending the nature of
the Institute and the benefits resulting from ik, fiy. de Burgh was then
called on to deliver the public lacture, [t cunsisted in esplaining in a

familiaxr manner the application of scientific principles to the mechanical
Arts. The formation of a  jhrary was consideroe and it was §tatad that two
Gegntleman had offered 3 chemical and philoscphical =2pparatus to assist in the
lactures.

By January 28th a total of 86 subscribers weru registered, The Library
was apen for the use of members and the meeting o that night heard a lecture
by Mr. Hollingswaorth on Axchitecture in which no cxplained that it must be
cunsiderad o science as well as an art from its dependance on mathamatical
principles. My Strangman followoed with a lecturc on Ggography, which
covered the sub-divisions of the Glaebe, particularly the trade - matural and
artificial curiositics - the important periods of history - an account of the
defence of Gibraltar under Gpnecal Elliot - th dostruction of Moscow - the
indigenous wheat of the countries round the Baltic - Vesuvius, with modern
discoveriecs - and the presant state of the long Juut Herculaneum. fire O'Neill
then presénted a plan of tha Thames Tunnell with an acegunt of the mode of
operation and the progmess of the work.

5a the weekly meetings at the Mgeting Heouse in Lady Lane continued,
covsring such subjects as Chemistry, Mechanics, Astronomy, Mathomatics ,
Hi{story , Ggography. In April 1628 the papers commenies on Lhe presencoe
in the galleries of 2 number of very elegant famales, air Jdyhn Nawport
became a patraon and gave a large donation of books to che Library as also
did Mr. Thomas Wyse. The Mgeting House in Lady Lane soon proved too small
far the numbers attending loctures so meetings were hold in the Assembly
Roum at the Town Hall.

In 0842, financial difficultivs resulted in a f.omidable list of
prominent citizens appealing tu Thomas Mgagher, "Mayor of Waterford" to
place the Mechaniecs '-stitute (established for the difiusion of useful knowledge

among the working classes) on ¢ firm and permanent basisa,
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Summary of illustratad lecture given to the 01d wWaterford Srciety on April 30th
1976 by Dr. Jehn Mannion, Dept. of Geodranhy,Memarial University of St. dahns
Newfoundland, on -

WATLRFURL MERCHANTS  AND  THL NEWFUUNDLANL  TRADC 1700 = 1A

F'rom around 1575 West Country fishorioen had begun to Ficsh for cod each

Summer of f Newfoundland. By the wnd + the following centurny they had built
up a pattern of collecting suppiies ror tne fishing season, mainly in Waterford,
though some were also bought in Npw Ross andg Youghal. As this trade grew,

West Country ship~awners alsa began to rucruit labour for their fleets from -
the Waterford area, By the end of %hoe L8th Century, not aleone were Waterford

merchants supplying provisions and man-power for the fishing fleets, but thay
also egither owned boats or had shares in West Country fishing enterprises .
Thus, by 1800, much of the scaonomy of the Waterford hinterland depended on the
profits of the fishing ftrade, on the suppiving af prov1r1unc for the fleets and
on the earnings for seasanal workers.

In a series of slides D.. Manniun iilustrated tha channels through which
this trada flowed. Ngarly ﬂ i of Ipish migration to Newfoundland came from
a 30 mile radius of Waterford aleng thu valleys af the buir, Nore and Barrow.

Waterford merchants had agents in the towns along the river, such as Clonmel,

Carrick on Suir , Groiguenamanagh and Inisticge. Fpom the quays in theso
towns oravisions were shipped by lighter to Npw Ross and Watorford , and agentsz
in the towns rscruited labour for the tishing fleets.

Dr. Mannion showed slidas af the typoe of ‘background theso seasonal labour-
ers came from. Many would have feen coiticrs, such as Morgan Denn of Roches-
town. Hgwever, thers would alsa have been a numbee of small farmers, such as
My, Cullen of Tinnacath (Suttons Parish) who bettercd his homestead en 15 years
of seasanal labour. There were also svicted tepants like the Maguirzs of
Ratheesndunore, Graiguenamanagh as well as artisans such as the Ryans of

Inistioge who settlsd comfortably in Tinnahinch on their profits, Hoat owners

and traders such as the Kinsevllas uf Grdindenwmaragh would purhaps have gone
in a s upergisory capacity. Feom 179J families such as thesc began tao live in
Mewfoundland and over the next 40 years about 40,000 Irish scttled there

pezmanently.

Mganwhile, the merchants of Waterforl were building Tox themselves splendid

Ggorgian residencues along the banks af tne Suir. ODr. Manndion showed slides
of the Sweetman home at Blenhedm, and of a duplicate "Blanheim® built by a
member of the family in Placentia, Newfoundland. They built a third Hlenheim

in Poole, Dorset and another Sweetman was sgent: for the salv of cod in C diz.
Ugher important merchants ware the Mocaphors of Hallycanvan ( Father und.Grundn
father of T.F.); the Kgynts and Morrises who played an impartant part in
faunding the Newfoundland House of Assombly in 1832; the Fogartiss who owned
the storess still standing on the Quay at Hanover St.; the Pgnroses who wur?
thé laeding oxporiers of provisions anu glass; thu Jacobs who provided ships
biscuits and the brewers, Strfangemans, Davis and Cherzy.

f P 2o f Ry . —“1rsh "-I.tl NS 'r'_CL:j by
Nr. Mannion concludéed by shoWing 5..00088 of the harsh canditi q..a [ Ty .
j i ag in MNpwfi ' ~ommon Labou contrac
the seasaonal workers who wintered in Npwfoundland {(the common l_LDJElﬁg " ;
5 ~rhked as emen At the drying of co
being a Summer-Winte sroSummer). - Some worked, as ''shoremen b the y 'g -
pruuably duing sowe Fl&ﬂlHU themsclves, marrying in

n w sl "yiakesh
on "stages" T lakes",
- = ated compunities particularly
visits to Ircland and scttling .as a serics of isolate commun o)
:ntrated Irish

in the South East of thy Avalon Peninsula, forming thesconco "
community ta exist anywhers in fmerica. There, thueir descendants remain sti

' ; ; | R
largely isolatod, and = till preserving th. culture

Ireland a5 it was over £91) years ague

and dialeet of South Lastern
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1. Has anybody rescarched the Maypolec tradition in South Kilkenny and Waterford

2. Doee any publican have records of th: last century which would indicate
whether rum accounted for a high porcentage  of alcoholic drink 2

3. What was cod 0il uscd for so extunsively in the last century ?

4. The remains of the slip, and the road leading te it; for Granny Farry are
clearly visible on the north side of the Suir, but there is no sign of any
corresponding road or slip an the South side. Can anybody explain this 7

5. Would anybody who knows of familius that were engaged in any capacity in
Newfoundland trade, pleass contact onz of the editors.

. Has anybady any information refjarding the Mechanics Ipstitute from 1848 +o
1867 72
Has anybody got a directory showing 1ts existance after 1067 7
Did the Institute suryive until the Technieal Institucinn Act of 1609 2

- Uoes anyonc know whether the 0! Suliivans who herd 1and in Reisk originated
in Beara?

H. Has anyone done any reuscarch on liae kilns along the Yaterford coast 7
9. Are there any remains of pit=sawing in this area?
10. What was the exact location of Ruckoits Tree 7

1l. How widespread is the tradition that a house should nov be whitewashed
during the month of May ?

14. information is requested on the pattenn formerly held 21 Kilmacomb.

In Waterford City in 1871 - there were 11 ropemakers, 2U Tallow Chandlers,
10 gas fitters, 4U nail . manufacturers (une of whom was female), 9 chimnay
sweeps, 24 pawnbrokers, no less than 204 hoot and shoemakers, 2 paperhangers,
5 dyers, 17 cork cutters (what did thoy uo ? ), Y0 blacksmiths, 8 hawkers,

and 4 sach of vaggants and dentists.

(from 1871 Census of Jccupations, copy in Teacher's Centre)

* 00O PQORADPETADESEL e s

THE URDNANCE SQURVEY UFFICE in the Phoenix Park contains much unpublished
material on the first survey of Waterford in 1840 -'41. There are far
instance, Field Name Beoks and Field Contant Books and various memaoranda.
When linked to the detailed "Fair Maps" (so called because they were an un-~
ecdited "fair" protocopy of the final maps) they provide fascinating and
hitherte untapped insights into pre-famine Waterford.

The 1841 Cgonsus shows Tramore bsach ("Durrow") to.be uninhabited. Yet the
Ordnance Survey-af the same year indicates a "Burrow House", Nearby is an
area marked "Graves" and another marked "Brick Hole". Incidentally, the
1871 Census informs us that there were 14 people living in three hauses an

the heach that year.
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SOME CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS BY WATERFORD CORPORATION.

——— ——— —— —

Prhlication by Waterford Corporation of an illustrated map of
the City Walls and Tovers of Waterford:

700 copies of a map of the Viking and Norman Walls of Waterford
and illnctrations of the Towers such ac the French Tower, Double
wowver - YWaich Tower, Scmi Lunar Tower, Beach Tower and Reginald's
Power, Lave beon published by the Corporation for public
dirt»ibuvtion. fue motivation stemmed from Avrchifectural Heritage
Year 49975 and rlsce from the fact that certain sections of the City
Vall cnd Towers were belng exvoscd through demolition of adjoining

properties. The objective is to focus attention on the very
h-chtoric walls and towers which arse alrecady listed for preservation
in the Cigcy Development Plan. The excercise has been valuable in

gaining good publicity on national press and television and shows

chat toe publication of maps and drawings of historic material has
greant norential and that this present publicatibn is likely to be

the fiwst of a. series.

Reptoraticn of the City Walls and Towers:

Lireacy work hos been cartied out on cleaning the City Walls in
Castle Street ard Brown's Lane - weeds and ivy have been removed.
The Watel Tower in Railway Square has also been cleaned of weeds

botlk i le and cutside aad much of the debris has been removed.
Tain unext stage iz to resture part of the stone work of the City
WalZ in these streeils and to restore the Wateh Tower, £2,50a

has beer budgeted for this work (and for publication of the 300
wana) tkis year, Obviously if the Watch Tower is to be restored
“nrher moncy mast be spert over the years ahead. Advice 1is being

sought “rom the Office of Public Worke on this prbblem and it is
hoped tha* £.B.R.T. 0. and Bord Failte czan get involved in the
work alco. Frentually., it ic hoped to expose the Watch Tower to
the oubliic view and to create a small 1andscaped open space around

T
FL

restoration of Bishop's ‘s Palace:

gppi357ﬁjf%ly 90,000 will be spent on restoring the Bishop's Palace
for the dual. purpose of (a) Restoring an early 18th Century building
and (b) providing office spacc for Corporation employeesa The
wmportany aszpect is that 1t is being restored and opened to the
public view from the Mall, ta. exact use of the building is only of
szacondery imporiance. Work should be completed by Sepleriber 1976
on tiae building while further work may be necessary on the Terrace,
and Ma’l side arca.

cf buildings ﬂnd structures of artistic, historic and
tural interest ror_ preservation:

At Present only 19 items are listed for preservation in the City
Develormient Plan. One of these has been demolished recently (the
doorway of the R.I.C. Barracks in Manor St.). It is imperative that
many ot-er buildings and structures be listed for preservation and
orotection, as many caa be demolished without any Planning Permiss-
ion whalsoever, c.g. St. Olaf’s. A list of buildings is currently
baing prepared and will soon be oxamined by the Corporation.

M. J. GOUGH
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T. F. MEAGHER REMINISCENCES - AN UNEUBLISHED LETTER

Among the relics of Thomas Francis Hoegher in the possession of
Waterford Corporation is an original manuscript letter of all of 96
pages written in 1850 by Meagher from his place of detention at fdoss,
Campbell Town in Tasmania, to Charles Gavan Duffy. Wpen Mo. Gau?n H
Juffy subsequently left Ireland hi left the lstter in the pos§ue510n of
one of his Assistant Editors of the Nation, whose son (James Joyle)

inherited it in 1874.

Eventually in 1954 the then owner of the manuscript, Miss Lara
Crawford af Crossfield, Palmerstown, Ca. Dublin, through the agency ot
the late E. A. Dawney, presented it with a number of other valuablo
Meagher family items to the Mayor (Clr. Fad Browne) for the city of

waterford.

The leiter consists of a chronicle of tho voyage of "a hundred and
some odd days" by Meagher, Smith 0'Brien, McManus and 0'Donaghue, aboara
the "Swift" to Tasmania; an account of tho ticket-of-levave conditions
under whieh three of the four resided thers - and the situation of Smith
('Brien who refused that concession; and a variety of personal
reminiscences,

Two of the latter - dealing with the land and associated problems
and the standpoint in 1B48 af the Clergy -~ 1 have chaosen to gquote in this
issue of Decises:

1. "I am delighted to find that you have madc the Land Question the basis
of the new movement. Bring that guostirn to a clear definite,
permanent conclusion and the solution of the other vexed quastions of
our country will surely followe. It was a grisvous erraorn an our
part that - .in January 1847 ~ we did not start with it, and to the
settlement of it dedicate all our sympathies and efforts.

True it is, an armed revolution, evontuating in success, would have
settled that guestion in a day. Hut in 1847, we did not comtemplate
an insurrectianary movament, da thought to build a National
Parliament by Act of Parliament ana dazzled with the project = we

lost sight of the fact that the swuil beneath our feet waes as unstable
as a guagmire. fleclaim that soil = "Disenchant it" as Mitchel ex-
claimed one day tu the Landlords in thz Irish Council - bind it

firmly together, render it sure, solid and immoveable, and then you
may rear upon it the noblest institutions.

You hava epened with the declaraticn that "thuo Indépgndence of freland
cannot he achievea by a sudden blow but must be worked oub in deteil."
Adhere to that. Subhit to bitterest taunts; submit to the most odious
and irritating suspicions; submit to be called a coward and a renegade;
submit to everything that is most galling ta an upsight generous mind,
rather than swerve one inch from the path to which that declaration leads

you.

" I recollect well that when we were in Paris, a little after the

Revalution of February, Arthur U'Connour, warping us of tho danger
into which we were hurrying, begger us to be more temperate and
reserved. But - amid the flaunting of the Tricolour, the trecs aof
Liberty, the bayonets of the Garde Mobile and the chaunting of the
Marsiellaise, we lust sight of the old scoldier, his example and his
precepts. We thuought that Ireland by a sudden spring eould do
what France had succeeded in doing after a series of attempts and
failures and the active, indefatigoble propagandism of republican
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flung down in a pitiful attempt to realise the hope we has so
extravagantly concuived.

The path you have pointed to is, certainly, a long and irksome onc;
and will painfully test the patience, the moral ccurage and endur-

ance of the people. But, after all,it is the surest one, and the

one best adapted for the progress of a nation the energies of which
have been oo cruelly reduced ",

"There is another slander too - a slander no less unjust and
scandalous - which I feel hound to refute. Since the affair at
Ballingarry, it has been repeatedly rung in our ears - 'the priests
betrayed you'.

The Priests did not befray us. As a body they were opposed to us-
actively and determinedly opposcd to us - from the day of the
Sccesgsion * down to the very day on which the susponsion of the
Habeus Corpus Act was announced. In not joining us, thereforse,in
the field , in not exhoriing the people to take up arms; nay in
setting themselves against the few who rallied and warning them to
their houses ; in all this they did not act treacherously - they acted
simply with strict consistercy. I do not of course applaud them for
the part they acted. With the belief that is rooted in my mind, I
could not do so0 . For I firmly believe that had the Priests of
Ireland preached the Revoiution from their altars; had they blessed
the arms and banners of the pecple; had they gone ocut like the
Slcilian priests or tha Archbishop of Milan and borne the Cross in
front of the Insurgent ranks; [ firmly believe there would have begn
a young netion, crowned with glory, standing proudly up by the side
of England at this hour. And yet, strong as this belief is, I
sincerely admit that in opposing the insurrectionary movement of
1848, the Cathelic sleegy of Ireland were influencad by the purest
love for the pcople.

They had witnesscd the ravages of three Famines; had scen the Mass

of the peasantry wasting away before their eyes; had secn the blood
of the country turning into water, and its vigorous gallant form
shrivelling to a spcectre; they had sean all: this and could not bring

themselves te bos tow their sanction on a2 struggle in which the odds

appeared sc numerous against the country. This feeling, I am
confident , prevailed *to a very large extent among themn. I know i1t
was the feeling of ecerrain brave high-minded men in parishes I could

mention; and in ‘*their eiforts to suppress the rising, they were
governed by this feeling.

Besides,why should we hesita<te o admit that all the world knows,
the Confederate leaders did nol possess the confidence of the Catholic
Priests and Bishope of Ireland. Why not manfully avow that the
latter remained faithful to the principles of O' Connell, conceiv-
ing it wouwld be an insult to his memory to support a movement which
sprang from .a repugnance to his views, his policy and dictation ¢
And this being the plain truth, how as honourable men can we
tolerate the slander that has been levelled at them ever since our
imprisonment. For my part, I feel deeply grieved that whilst I
remained in Ireland, ii was not permitted me to give a public
refutation te this slander; but now that I have an opportunity ,I
feecl happy beyond measure in doing so ".

TOM RYAN




IN BSEARCH OF DONNCHA

amoDewsBRaENBOeDDAGE0C0C 00 OR

Donncha Rua MacConmara possessed the kind of charactar which
appeals to mony Irish pcople. As well as being a gifted peet and
learned hedge echool master, he was a"feckl.ess, hard-drinking
reprobate"who changed his friends and his veligion without
coﬁpunctiorp However, he was his own man, which few of us can
afford to be in this nreszent age. Although born in Co. Clare in
1715, his connection wiith Waterford spans the graater part of the
eighteenth century. A

l

’ t
Some - years ago, I picked up a little hook of' his poems (with
English translations) . These are preceded by a short biography
written in 1881 by John Fleming, Rditor of the Gaelic Journal, who
got his infcrmatior from pupils of Donrchada Rua, from his grand-

aone and from other Lliving witnesses. Recentdr, 1 decided to seek
out some of his haunss in Bast and West Waterford as noted in the
boaok, Not having the brue geit which distinguishes the dedicated
histeorian, I fear my searches were mainly to satisfy my romantic
curiosity and were rot as thorough as they should have been., (The

price of petrol was another factor - 2lst century , please note)

Like many brilliant youngsters of his time, Douncha was sent to
Rome to study for the priesthood, but contrived to get himselfl
expelled from the seminary., Arrviving back in Waterford about
1740, he made his way to the Sliabh GCua area in West Waterford where
there was & fTamous Latin School in %the townland of Ballynaguilkee,

("Homestead of Reeds'). My first task was to find the site of this
school. Ballyrapguailkee lies in tlie foothilis of tne Knockmealdowns,

just off the main road from Youghal o Clonmel and about two miles
south of Balljynamult. A wvery old man who lived nearby described the
site which was. set in a sloping field quite close to the main road.
The only external evidesnce of the school's existence (it clesed in
1825), was a vpair of gateposts built of stones - the gap between

had been filled in long ago. My mind tried to visuvalise what Lt was
like in these far off deys when Lonacha Rua was "Ministering to poets,
seers, and clexics in bright SIlihbh GCua".

Indeed, everything seeméd ©: le going well for ‘Donncha until his
self destructive gremlin drove hia to write a satirical poem about a -
handsome girl of. the district . She responded forcefully by setting
fire to the thatch-of the schcolhouse and.causing him to be banished
from the district.. He did rot go far away however, and set up
another school in a place called Slezpy Rock. To find this, I
crossed the main road and went uphill towards Tooranecna, passing a
large ficld to my right which is reputedly known as Pairc an
Chomortais and where stirring hurling matches had been held hetween
the scholars of S.liabh gCua and the nountainy men of Monavullagh.

At the top of this hill, & sharp turn brings you southwards past
Tinalira (Tigh na Laghaire - "House of the river fork") where Donncha
Rua 1s supposed vo have lodged with William O'Mleran a rich farmer and
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Patron. There was a parcel of houses at a junction and I called at one
of them to :nquire of the whcroeabouts of Slcepy Rocke. A pentle old
cou.ple who had that simpliocity and oourtesy which is most noticeable ingeo-
who live in the depths of the country, engaged me in a pleasant
conversation for half an hour or so. As I got up to leave the lady

of the house said quictly "Let yo¢ come back again for an evening's
talking".

The husband pointed out Sleepy Rock, a hundred yards down the road.
This was a windswept bluff, rugged and exposed, where thc pupils of the
hedge school would have had scant comfort. It had another reputation
of being the refuge of robbers (presumably of a different era) and
there 1s a tale about Sleady Castle, which lies in the valley about
twmiles distant, being betrayced to these robbers by a treacherous
kitchen maid.,

Donncha's adventures werce many and varicd at this time. ° He married
Mary Hogan and moved to the Barony of Imokilly ncar Youghal. A grand-
son told the biographer that Mary Hogan was the beauty of Sliabh gCua and
the local bucks drew lots to sce who would induce her to clope with hin
and Donncha won. In 1745, he went to Newfoundland for a few seasons,
a visit which spawned hi3 fanciful poem "Eachtra Ghiella na Amarain'
When he returned he moved to FEast Waterford , around the Kilmacthomas
district. My dinvestigations in this area would form another chapter,

'

TED O' REGAN
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INTERESTING TOMBS 1IN SOUTH KILKENNY

Recent inscription copying work in South Kilkenny has revealed
an interesting series of 17th Century Box tombs. The group bears
elaborate passion symbol and crucifixion carvings on the side panels.

The finest example is at Gaulskill, near Kilmacow, on the
monument to the Le Burgo family. The side panel is divided into a
triple arcade with fluted columns and arches. In the centre is a
crucifixion supported by angel figures, while in the side panels the
various symbols of the passion such as the 30 pileces of silver, robe
and lanées arec arranged. Similar tombs survive, though in a less
well preserved state at Rathpatrick near Slieverue and Fiddown.

The group is closely related to similar tombs at Newcastle;
Co. Waterford and Kilkea Castle , Co. Hildare.

IAN LUMLEY.
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THE EVICTION OF JAMES HOLDEN., LAND LEAGUER AND PATRIOT .

The German histcrian FREDERICK VON RAUMER, once descibed the Irish
tenant farmers as''expellable serfs”". As tenants at will the law
afforded them no security of teaure. This penal code enabled the land-
lords and their agents to be their own "Judge , Jury and Executioner",
with no respect whatever for the rights and dignity of the individual
and . his family who husbanded the scil. ’

The tendancy to amcnd the legislation in favour.cof the landlords
culminated in the "Deasy'" Landlord and Tenant Act 1860. That pilece of
law recognised the land to be the exclusive property of the landlord, and
that the tenant had no more right to his holding than the use of the soil
for a limited period at a rent fixed by the landlord. In the years
following the passing of this Act, there were wholesale evictions,
especially- from the better class of land, so much so that in the 10 .years
ending .in 1870, 15,000 tenancies had been extinguished. In the same
period, the cultivated land had dccreased by 400,000 acres. This was
the woret periocd in the history of tenant cccupation.”

When the Land Leapue was founded by Michael Davitt in 1879, the
final drama of the age old land question was -truly set in motion. Within
a short period this great orgonisation spread like wild fire, and had
branches thraoughout the greater part of Ireland. Its chief aims were !
the "Three F's", (Fair Rent, Free Sale, Fixity of Tenure), and the
Right of the Tenant to purchase hi3 holding from the landlord. The
methods adopted to adhieve these aims werce resistance at evictions, help ]
for the evicted tenants , and Boycotting of Landlords, their agents and i
tenants who took over Torms from which poople had already been evicthed.

James Holcden was ovorn in Shanbogh, in the parish of Resbercon , a
couple of miles from the town of New Ross,in the Co. Kilkenny, about 1847.
His father Michael died in 1850, and on reaching adulthood, the task of
helping his widowed mother run their 119 acre farm devolved upon him. i
He became active in the political movements of the period, particularly
Tenant Right and the Land League, in which he beacme a wull—known“figure,
especially in the South Kilkenny and Wexford areas. Well educated and
a good public speaker, he was an ardent campaigmer, and was always found
in the forefront of every agitation concerning the land. This incurred
for him the extreme displeasure of both the landlords and the law.

He was the first man to be charged before the Co. Wexford court in
connection with the then new weapon of boycotting. This juvolved the
sale of cattlie belonging to the lcocal landlord at the New Rosszs Fair on
the 8th December 1880. He was imprisoned on a number of occasions,
including periods in both Wexford and Kilmainham.

For his activities the day of retribution came on Tueaday 27th
July 1881, and the "Wexford Pecople" of Friday the 30th gave the
following description of what happencd :-

"The long expccted and final aet in the shameful persccution to
which the Holden family has been subjected , was accomplished
at Shanbogh on Tuesday when an aged widow, tottering,helpless
and feeble and her children were rudely thrust out of a
homestead which sheltorced their family for centuries. No Hore
sad or heartrending sight could have becn witnessed by anyone
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who rcalises how deep and intensce 1s the devotion with which the
Irish peasant clings to the spot in which he has first seen the
light and which has become endeared to him by so many ties and
loving asssciations. The eviction on Tuesday was a barbarous ,

a criminal and unchristian-like exercise of irresponsible power

and will yet bear bitter fruits in the minds and lives of thos.
unfortunate enough to have been spectators. No matter how the
intricacies of the proceedings which led to it may be hid from the
publicgnze by the clever and crafty administration of the law, it is
an outrage which the people will lay at the door of Irish landlord-
ism, and for which there will yet be exacted a fearful retribution.
And no person who saw the eviction , who knew its causcs - who
witnessed the elaborate preparations made to terrify the people can
contemplate otherwise than, with hatred and contempt, the vile and
vi cious system under which such things are possible. Here we have
a respectable family saddled with a crushing rackrent, through.
which they got into difficulties. The most powerful and expensive
devices of the law are then resorted to in order to crush. . them
totally. By a despicable trick, they are deprived of the
holding made fruitful by the toil of their forefathers, and now that
all the power of the British law is called on to enfor ce the
tyrannical decree, they shall be rendered houseless and homeless

"On the previous evening, larpge bodies of police began to arrive in
New Ross, and a number of villainous looking creatures-too mean fpr
any notice except contempt - came up in the Waterford boat. They
were understood to be the emergency men, who were to keep possession
of Mrs., Holden's farm. On Tuesday morning, it became generally
known that the eviction was to take place. Shortly after 11 ' clock
a force of 40 police, under the command of Sub-Inspector Wilson left
New Ross and were joined at Roshercon by a larpge number under the
command of Sub- Inspector Webb of Thomastown and Yates of Piltown,
the whole being . under the charpe of Mr. Gihbons, county inspector
for Kilkenny. The detachment of the 20th Hussars stationed in New
Ross, headed the march for Shanbogh, the rere of which was brought

up by several Bailiffs. They wecre met at Shanbogh by Co. Mallan
CoBe,R.M. of Waterford. On arrival at the homestead, Mr. McDermott,
Sub~Sheriff of Kilkenny dirccted one of the bailiffs to damand
admission. This the fellow did by knocking at the door with a
walking sticke Getting no response, he proceeded to an adjoining
window, and commenced to smash the glass. He was rewarded by a
well directed volume of scalding water, which he received in the face
and his capering after the warm bath gave great amusement to the
assembled crowd. The bailiff then attacked the window with greater
vigour, but the hot water continueing to come out in torrents, ho'
retired. Another bailiff, having procured a large stone, raised it
upward, intending to strike the door, but instead it fell harmlessly
on the flags.

"This evoked so much laughter that Col. Mallan turned to the crowd
and said: '"no one has any business to be here but the Sheriff and
his officers, who have disagreebale duties to perform. You must
move out of this'. One of the crown said 'Where will we go' and
the Colonel angrily replied ' I will soon show you why if you do
not move at once'. The parties retired and the work of re-
entering the house commenced. The bailiffs soon discovered that
sticks and stones were of nc avail in effecting an entrance. A
council of war was then held betwsen the bailiffs, sub-sheriff,
and sub-inspectors when it was resolved to send Fo Chilcomb )
Lodge for a crowbar and sledge. One of the bailiffs suggested



Mr. Boya's farmbouse and ore oF the gang grarded by the police
proceeded for the implements which were secnured after some-time.
The bailiffs then sct to work to break in the door, at which they
hammered for a considerable period without effect. In consequence
of the scalding water continu ing to comc out f[rom the windows and
throwh an aperturc in the deor, they were dodging the hot water

attack as the work proceeded. This cclayed them very much, so

that from the commzicemeunt of the rttack more than an hour elapsed
Trom its hinges.

befors the door swung

NPrevious to this, a bailiff, who apparently imagined that his labours
were about drewing te a close, annovnced in frightened tones that

there was a barricade buill inside the entrance. Whent the door
was removed. it wss Tound that a well built wall, composed of huge
stones, barred the envronce to the house. Thne sub-sheriff directed

its removel which the officers evidently undertool with a heavy heart.
fhe water still continued to ceome oub in “aorrents drenching the
bailiifs sbout ctha head and face. One by one, the stones were

glowly removad. When all had been removed. the bailiffs consulted

for a moment but Mr. MelDermott urged them to go in, that there was

no danger to b2 apprchended. The idea was scouted, -the fellows

actually shock with terror, and when requested in turn, refused to

move . Sub- Inspector Webhb, then drew up several »f the police
efore the door and directed them to fix bayonete. At thisg the

hailiff= took courcpge and by comaand of the sub-sheriti, placed
t— ) Y '} 4
themselvres in frounw of the police, who conteraed the housce after them
1 1
in single file, th» sub-insrector being the last to go in.

MInmmedidtely aftorwerds some loud talk wae heard when Sub-Inspector
Weblb rushed tc the door . ane oxcitedly calling for Col. Mallan,
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informed him that there wos a man on the stairs with a pitch fork in
his hand who refused to allow the men upstairs, threatening "to stick

them'. Coi. Mallan - Has he endeavoured to resist the nolice ?,
Sub~-Inspechor (agitatedly)- He has and says he will stick them. Am
T to lowd?, Col, Mallan - yes; do gour duty. After this dialopue

1

the sounds of a scufflic were hesrd and in o noment or too a pitch
fork was handed out and taken poes aeloﬂ of by Coustable Hroderick of
Shanbogh. Previous to thig, Co. Mallan, Cvu-Inspector ¥Webb and

Mr. McDermott appeal:d to Mr. JﬂMu liclden wno wns standing in the
yard and who througaout, appeared to be most unconcerned, to induce

the occupants of fthe lhouse unet to offer further resistance. Mr.
Holden declimes wo interfere, saying be had not the power to do so,
even if hé were inclined,. (o0l, Mallan <hen directed the police to
surround the house and arrest those fourd inside. It was discovered
that the young man, who was inside with the fork was John Holden, who
for years had heen in delicate health. He was placed under arrest

and the sub --inapcector Webb, there and then procceded to swear an
information agoinst hiw.

"4 court was then held in tre yard and the. information charged the
defencant, while armed with a pitchfork, a%tempted tc stab the :
officers of the sheriff and the police. The sub-inspector astated
that the defendant wwore that he would stizk any person who came
near him. Col. Mallan (to defeudant) Stand up; Have you any
guestion tce ask Mr, VWebn ?. Defendant - ifo. bLuvt I did not

swear that I wovld stick anyone., I said noshing ot all, TInspector

Webh. - Constable Brcderick. will swear that he did - so. I z2lso0
charge this woman (alludiny to Miss Holden) wita having thrown
water on the sherifl’s officers. T o saw heyw do % and so did
Constable Broderick. Constable Broderick - No, I did not see
her throwing wnter, Inspector Wekbh - with regard to the woman,

I do not ask that she should be sent to jail. She cnan be
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summoned Miss Holden denicd that she had thrown water, and stated

she was outside the house, during the time the door was being broken
in. Col. Mallan, - If we pursued the proper course, you might

be arrested and sent to jail, but, as Mr. Webb has suggested you will
be brought up on a summons when you will have an opportunity to defend
yourself.

"While this was going on the bailiffs continued to remove the
furniture which they put outside the gate. When all of the sad
scene had concluded, Mrs. lolden , assisted by her daughter, left

the house. Possession was shortly afterwards given - -to Hammond and
six emerpgency men were then installed in Mrs. Holden's house, When
John Holden was about to be conveyed to jail, his brother James asked
that a car should be procured as John was in a delicate state of
health. Sub-inspector Wilson agreed to this, but when Inspector
Webb heard of it, he said John Holden should walk to Rosbercon, and
that if James Holden did not keep himself quiet, he, too would be
arrested, Mr. Helden, defied the inspector to arrest him, a
challenge which Mr. Webb, did not accept. It was fully five o clock
before the police withdrew from Shanbogh, and it was said, arrange -
ments would be made for a reinforseement to be placed in the adjacent
barrack (established for the special protection of Mr. Boyd, the
landlord) in order that no accident might happen to the emergency
mene. It was reported that Mr. Boyd cndeavoured to get his

labourers to sign an agrecment to remain with him until September,
but the man had declared that thoy would never work as stroke on

Mr. Holden's farm "

The Holdens were never re-instated on their farm and for the rest of his
long life James earned his livelihood working on his cousins farm.

A1l through his life he never harboured any bittoerncss. He was

jovial, by nature, a grcat conversationalist, had a large repertoire of
patriotic sonps, which he uscd to sing cspecially those composed by
Charles .d.Kickham, to whom he was well known and on friemndly ternms

The eye-witness account of the eviction scene was written by his great
friend and colleague in the Land League of that period, Hugh Mahon,

then a reperter with the Wexford People and who later became Postmaster
General, Minister for Home Affairs, and eventually Minister for External
Affairs in the government of the Australian Commonwealth. He was with
Mahon in Kilwainham Jail in 1881 - '82 where he spent 10 months as an
untried prisoner under the Coercion acts, at the same time as Parnell
and the other leaders were there.

James ‘Holden never married, and he died in the old New Ross Union
Hospital on the 1lst April 1928 and is buried in Glenmore.Graveyardn
The family tombstone over his grave does not even bear his name.ﬁo
remind people in other times, that here lies a patriot, who suffered
great injustices in the cause he stood for.

DANIEL DOWLING
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LEAVING CERTIPICATE ¥ Bl dn 2 (e)
THE GROWTH O NATIONALISM - SUBVERSIVE ORGANISATIONS IN WATERFORD 1892
(from Special Branch Report, Xept in Dublin Castle) i (£)
(a) I.R.B.
Estimatoed Co. Waterrord membership 200 5
() Irish National League: \ (g)
Numbey of branches in County 9 |
Membership 763 |
{¢) Irish Naticnal _“'udur&’_ti(.‘rh:__ )
Number ol branches in County =
Membarehip 932 L
(d) XYounp Ireland Socicty:
Number cf brancies in County il
Membership (under clerical control) ‘ 40
. |
(€) Galohot
Number ot branches irn County 16
Memberehip under clerical control A2 Ari
T " Fenian ' 6] he
{(f) Federated Trade & Labour Unions:
Number of branches in County L
Membership 700
(g) Knights of Labcur:
Membership 26

. , L . ., . - . - . : T !
(a) One of+the -“reasons tor consulting original documents such as the {
one from which there figures are taken, is to confirm or reirute the j

information given iu text book:. Must school books inform us that

the I.H.B. was almost unknown to the Authoritics. Yot we rind that it
the police has a recoerd of membership in each County. They did not we
know how many circles of the I.KH.B. there were in Waterford out they ! AB
‘did for most of the rest »f the country. - Carlow, for instance ‘ pe
they knew to have 2 circles, witi. AJ members, while Gelway has nc i vl

less than 62 circles with 4.,5C0 1ewbers,

(h) % (¢) After the"Wilmainhon Treaty"in 1882, Parnell felt that thoe
Land League was no lunger us2ful as sufficient land veform had becn
won. He therefore disbanded the Land League, . but persuaded most of
its mewbers teo join the Irish Natinpal League which would raise money
for the Fome Fule Party, as well as helping it to win elections. When
the Home Rule Party srlic in 1890, so did the National League, those
opposing Parnell calling themselves the Irish National Federations.

As is obvieus here, a somewhat larger nunber opposced Parnell in

Waterford thaen supperted him. The Waterford M.P. J9hn Redmaond,
persuadcd the two proups te come topgether inl900. It is peculiar that
the police should nave been watching ithese so clomely in 1092.



)
!
!
f

(d) Does anybody know who thése-were ?.- Phere were about 800
members throughout Ireland.

(e) The police distinction here i# interesting. Why should the
G.A.A. have been totally under clerical contrel in Waterford,
but the 350 members in Meath for instance have been.all “nndér
Fenian controln. Surprisingly, Tiprerary had only % luda,
with all members under the Jlersyr. '

(f) Waterford seems to have had the strongest trade union branch in
Ireland in 1892. Interesting that it should be considered

"subversive'.

(g) Does anybody know what this small group hoped to achieve ?

VO OpeGgOeL el I,N OB 000w

INTERMEDIATE CERTIFICATE HISTORY ~SECTION 2 OPTION K

Ireland in the age of the American and French Revclutions

In 1776, the year of American independence, just 200 years ago,
Arthur Young made a tomr of Ireland. Here are some of the things
he noticed in Waterfuord.

"The state of the poor people is much better than formerly;
they used to have one acre of potatoes and the grass for
one cow, and no more, and were much greater slaves than
at present. (they now) feed on potatoes and milk; most .of
them have cows - they have oat bread whan potatoes are rot
in season. They all keep pigs but never eat them;.-they
have now all shoes and stockings, and are decently dressed
every Sunday. Mo hatse among the women but it is the

same in other parts. _ ‘

It is from accounts like this that historians conclude that things
were not too bad in parts of Ireland, such as, Waterford in the 1770's.
As the population increased however, up %o the famine, people became
poorer. Having described the appearance of Waterford and its trade
with Newfoundland, Young describes the peasantry around Faithlegg-

plough with four horses, someiimes six.
They spin their own -flax,’ but not more, and a few of them
(spin) wocl for themselves. Their food is potatces and
milk; but they have considerable assistance from fish,:
particularly herrings; part of the year they alsc have
barley, oaten and rye bread . ~The rent of a cabin is
ten shillings; an acre with it 20 = hillings. The grass
of a cow is now 25 or 30 shillings.

"The poor people

Ao odEOBDEBHSE Q0D
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SUNDAY 30th MAY: Outing to Bunmahon, Speaker Des. Cowman
Cars depart from Lity Hall at 2.30pm. to meet at Dunabrattin
car park and picnic arca on the coast immediately West of
Boat Sgrand -at 3.00pn.

THURSDAY 10th JUNE:
Visit to 5%. Olafs and Christ Church Cgthedral,
Speaker Mr. J. Chambers.
Mzet at Christ Church _at 7.30 pm.

UNDAY 13th JUNE: Outing to Cjonmel, OSpeaker - Col. watson
Mest at Cjity Hall at 2,15 pm. to arrive = outside Clonmel
Arms at 3.15 pm. '

THURSDAY 24th JUNE & ‘ .
' " Visit to Franciscan Frxary. Speaker- Fr,- Ignatius Fennessey
0 F. M.

Meot at Friary at 8.uUd pm.

SUNDAY 4th JULY: Outing to Lickatstown & Mooncoin area. Leader Mr.E.Halaﬁ
Mpet at City Hall at 2.30 pm. to arrive at Licketstown
at 3.00pm.

SUNDAY 2Bth JULY: Outing to Clonmines and Hannow.
- Speakexrs Rev. Fr. Bytler L.S.A., -and Mr. Te Walsh
i ‘ .Meet at City Hall at 2,30 p.m. to arrive in Cldnmines
at 3.30-p.m. ' '

SUNDAY 22nd AUBUST :

Boat trip to Ipistioge:

Leaving New Rose at 3.0 p.m. High Tea on return Journey.

Time ashore in Inistioge. Cost £2.50. Book with outing
Secretary, Mp. Jim O'Meara, 35, Rockenham, Ferrybank,Waterford
before 25th June.

THURSDAY 26th AUGUST:
Circuit of City Walls - Speaker Mr. J. 5. Carroll
Meet at Redinalds Towcr at 7.30 p.m.

SUNDAY 12th SEPTEMBER;

Visit to Duiske Abbey, G:aiguenamanagh

Speaker Mr. Hughes
Mest at City Hall at 2.30 p.m. to arrive at

Graiguenamanagh at 3. a0 pam.

—
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