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E D I T O R I A L  

Membership of t h e  Old Waterford  S o c i e t y  having grown r a p i d l y  over  
t h e  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s  o r  s o  seems t o  have now l e v e l l e d  o u t  a t  a l i t t l e  
over  t h r e e  hundred.  A s  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  l e , c t u r e s  and o u t i n g s  r a r e l y  
exceeds  f i f t y ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  f o r  t h e  bulk  o f  members t h e i r  
o n l y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  O.W.S. i s  DECIES. Perhaps  t h e n  t h e  l e v e l l i n g  
o u t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  l i m i t s  of i n t e r e s t  i n  a  j o u r n a l  which c o n c e n t r a t e s  
ma in ly  on p roduc ing  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h .  O r  pe rhaps  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  
p u b l i c i t y  have been reached th rough  c u r r e n t  c h a n n e l s .  E i t h e r  way, 
i t  seems some d e c i s i o n s  ought  t o  be made - e . g .  l l s e l l "  ( i n  a l l  
s e n s e s )  i t  more t o  t h e  p u b l i c ;  g i v e  i t  more p o p u l a r  a p p e a l  by 
changing i t s  c h a r a c t e r 3  l e a v e  t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  a r e .  Members views 
would be  welcome. 

T h i s  i s s u e  of  DECIES, t h e r e f o r e  p r e s e n t s  f u r t h e r  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  
w i t h  t h r e e  i t e m s  on a rchaeo logy  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  s e r i e s  begun i n  t h e  
l a s t  i s s u e .  The much de layed  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  Waterford  a r e a  beg ins  
h e r e  t o o ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  e a s t e r n m o s t  c i v i l  p a r i s h e s  of t h e  
coun ty .  S i n c e  t h i s   represent.^ t h e  work o f  a  number o f  members i t  
r e p r e s e n t s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a r t  t o  what i t  i s  hoped w i l l  be a  wider 
involvement  of  O.W.S. membership i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of r e c o r d i n g  an 
i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  of our  h i s t o r y .  To t h o s e  who have worked on t h i s  
p a r t  of  t h e  su rvey  (named on pages  43-44),  our  t h a n k s ;  t o  t h o s e  who 
have surveyed o t h e r  p a r i s h e s ,  thanks  w i t h  a p o l o g i e s  and t h e  
a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e i r  work w i l l  appear  i n  due  c o u r s e ;  t o  t h o s e  who 
might  l i k e  t o  become invo lved  - t h e r e  a r e  p l e n t y  of  p a r i s h e s  l e f t  1 

Thanks a r e  a l s o  due  t o  members o f  t h e  O.W.S. who have l o y a l l y  he lped  
w i t h  t h e  assembly  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of each  i s s u e ;  t o  our  
c o n t r i b u t o r s  who make i t  a l l  p o s s i b l e ;  t o  S.E.R.T.O. f o r  t h e  v e r y  
p r a c t i c a l  h e l p  t h e y  p r o v i d e .  However, Mrs. E i l e e n  J o h n s t o n l s  
u n s t i n t e d  good w i l l  p u t s  u s  a l l  - e d i t o r i a l  committee,  c o n t r i b u t o r s ,  
members and f u t u r e  r e a d e r s h i p  - v e r y  much i n  h e r  d e b t .  

Dec ies  . 

E d i t o r i a l  Committee: 

Mess r s .  J .  S . C a r r o l 1 ;  Noel Cass idy  ; Des Cowman; John Mulholfand;  
Emmet OIConnor; S y l v e s t e r  O I M u i r i ;  Thomas Power; J u l i a n  Walton. 

DECIES XXIV e d i t e d  by J. Mulhol land.  
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THE DEANERY "CRYPT" WATERFORD r 

A P r e l i m i n a r y  I n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I 

by I a n  W.J.Lumley. 

T t  i s  L i t t l e  known t h a t  t h e  ga rden  o f  t h e  former  Deanery i n  
' a t h e d r a l  Square c o n c e a l s  one o f  t h e  most  e n i g m a t i c  medieval  
t r l . l c tu res  i n  t h e p  c o u n t r y .  For l o n g  m i s t a k e n l y  c a l l e d  a  " c r y p t "  

i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  c o n n e c t i n g  p o r t i o n s :  a s t a i r c a s e  t u r r e t ,  a 
twin a i s l e d  h a l l  and a  v a u l t e d  u n d e r c r o f t .  Toge the r  t h e y  form an  
impress ive  medieval  remnant o f  which s u r p r i s i n g l y  l i t t l e  s e r i o u s  
invcxs t iga t ion  hqs been made. \ 

Tho Si . t i : :  

The s t r u c t u r e  o c c u p i e s  what was i n  medieval  t imes ,  and s t i l l  
i ,  - t  t, i ;:titl y  conf ined  s i t e ,  From a t u r r e t  i n  t h e  C i t y  Wall now 
incorpoi~ .r tc tr l  i n t o  t h e  T h e a t r e  Royal pcop s t o r e  a t  t h e  back o f  t h e  
i I l l i t  e x t e n d s  on a rough ~ o r t h / ~ o u t h  a x i s  f o r  a d i s t a n c e  of 
O V P ~  1 0 0  f e e t .  The 1 3 t h  c e n t u r y  C i t y  Wall ,  which s u r v i v e s  embedded 
i t ,  t , t i c a  r e a r  wa l l  of  t h e  C i t y  Ha l l  forms t h e  Southern  t e r m i n a t i o n .  
To t t i ~  Eas t  was t h e  p r o b a b l e  s i t e  o f  t h e  domest ic  bu i l .d ines  o f  the  

, 1 J t h  ~ . e n t u r y  Holy Ghost F r i a r y ,  l a t e r  t h e  Deanery garden.  To,_the 
Yor th ,  arid runn i n 2  under  t h e  a c t u a l  Deanery b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
r r l~e t s  t h e  j r ~ r i t - t  ion of  G r e y f r i a r s  and B a i l e y ' s  New S t r e e t - f o r m e r l y  
1 l o L l  Ghost 1,nrlc and F a c t o r y  Lane r e s p e c t i v e l y .  To t h e  West were 
t h ~  I'astern t-hi~l)els o f  t h e  medieval C a t h e d r a l .  The East  w a l l  o f  
the. r e b u i l t  18th c e n t u r y  C a t h e d r a l  f o l l o w s  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  former 

t J  [ l  l? . 
The S t r u c t u r e :  --- 

The s t a i r c a s e  t u r r e t  i s  t h e  o n l y  p a r t  now v i s i b l e  above ground 
l e v e l .  It i s  s i t u a t p d  < ~ t .  the c o r n e r  o f  ,the Deanery garden where 
t h e  C i t y  I fa l l  bends a t  a s l i g h t  ang le .  The upper  p o r t i o n  i s  a 
crude  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  or 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e b u i l d i n g , w i t h  a  po in ted  
e n t r a n c e  archway i n  b r i c k .  Below garden  l e v e l  t h e  medieval work 
remains i n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  lower p o r t i o n  o f  a narrow ope l o o k i n g  i n t o  
t h e  T h e a t r e  Royal prop s t o r e .  T h i s  ope would have commanded an 
outward view when the t u r r e t  formed p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y  de fences .  A 
s p a c i o u s  fright o f  s t e p s  l e a d s  downwards. The uppep ones have been 
p o o r l y  r e b u i l t  b u t  t h e  remaining two t h i r d s  p i v o t i n g  round a  r o b u s t  
c e n t r a l  r o l l  a r e  o f  d e f i n i t e  medieval d a t e .  The s t a i r s  t e r m i n a t e  
a t  a  b l u n t l y  p o i n t e d  s a n d s t o n e  d o o r  o f  1 3 t h  c e n t u r y  appearance .  The 
yel low s a n d s t o n e  i s  o f  imported E n g l i s h  type  probably  from t h e  
B r i s t o l  Channel a r e a .  The i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  d r e s s i n g  s t o n e  was 
n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t h e  poor  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  r e d  sands tone .  It 
was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  1 5 t h  c e n t u r y  t h a t  t h e  s p l e n d i d  l i m e s t o n e  d e p o s i t s  
o f  Co.Kilkenny were e x p l o i t e d  f u l l y .  T h i s  was used f o r  $.he d r e s s i n g  
of t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  made t o  t h e  a d j a c e n t  Holy Ghost F r i a r y  i n  t h e  
1 5 t h  c e n t u r y .  



The dborway s q u a r e  edged on t h e  s t a i r c a s e  s i d e  is  chamfered 
o n  t l l c b  i n n e r  one. I t  l e a d s  i n t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  a i s l e  of  what i s  an  
c x t r ; l c ) r d i n a r y  twin  a i s l e d  apa r tmen t  d i v i d e d  down t h e  middle  by  a 
six h ; ~ y  round a rched  a r c a d e ,  on s q u a r e  heavy p i e r s  and measur ing  
o:I f ' tb~>t l o n g  and 19  f e e t  wide. The p i e r s  a r e  o f  s p l e n d i d  
c'orl- t n r l -  t  inn w i t h  chamfered b a s e s , q u o i n s  and p r o  j e c t i n f :  imposts  
~ ) t '  t . 1 1 ~ .  - ; I I I IP  h i g h  q u a l i t y  imported ye l low s a n d s t o n e  a s  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
l o r  . The h o l d l y  rounded a r c h e s  b y  c o n t r a s t  a r e  o f  rough l o c a l  
l - t n T11e West wa l l  c o n t a i n s  t h e  lower  p o r t i o n s  of  f o u r  
1 1  trr-t>\, \V i tldows w i t h  s a n d s t o n e  f rames .  The e a s t  w a l l  c o n t a i n s  one 
1, :1111,11+ 01 '  s i m i l a r  t y p e  a l o n g  wi th  a b locked up doorway o f  u n c e r t a i n  
, l , l  t 6 .  

l 'lir e q t i r e  h a l l  i s  covered  by a  sweeping  segmented v a u l t  
\ , I 1  i n t e r s e c t s  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  a r c a d e  a t  a h e i g h t  o f  13 f e e t .  
~ " I - I I I I I  t 111:  r r t ide manner i n  which t h e  v a u l t  s p r i n g s  from t h e  s i d e  
b v . t I  1 -  ,ind w i n d o w  opes  and t h e n  a b u t s  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  a r c a d e  f l u s h  

I t t i  t i l tb  t o p s  o f  t h e  a r c h e s  i t ,  i s  o f  d e f i n i t e  l a t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
I - I I I , I ~  1 s i z e  o f  t h e  composing s t o n e s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  heavy amount 

t ~ f '  rrlortar used s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  v a u l t  may have been added a s  l a t e  
I - .  t i i c *  l8 t l1  c e n t u r y .  

T111> t h i r d  p a r t  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  v a u l t e d  
~ ~ l l t l t ~ r c ' r o f t  measur ing  46 f e e t  by 26 f e e t .  I t s  p r e s e n t  f l o o r  l e v e l  
i +  C I ~ I I : ~ ~ ,  s i x  t o  e i g h t  f e e t  above t h e  main h a l l  from which i t  i s  
i!ll)ro.~~*tleci by modern f l i g h t s  of  s t e p s  from e a c h  a i s l e  o f  t h e  h a l l .  
I'l11~ s o ~ ~ t h e r n  end \*a9 h e a v i l y  r e b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
tile 18tll  c e n t u r y  Deanery, t h e  main b l o c k  o f  which r e s t s  e n t i r e l y  
o n  r h u  u n d e r c r o f t .  The e n t i r e  s o u t h  e a s t e r n  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  v a u l t  
\r I S  re~novetl t o  c r e a t e  n s t a i r c a s e  from t h e  Deanery s o  t h a t  t h e  
1111 t l .~ rc ro f t  could  he used a s  a c e l l a r .  T h i s  s t a i r c a s e  h a s  now been 
I I ~ .  The r emainder  of  t h e  v a u l t  i s  i n  p e r f e c t  c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  

1 5  i d e r a b l e  s e c t i o n s  o f  medieval  wickerwork emhedded i n  t h e  t h i c k  
1 I - 1 1 8 l  r r t o r t ~ ~ r .  There  a r e  r ema ins  o f  t h r e e  opes  i n  t h e  wes t  w a l l  and 

f r r i t u r e l e s s  doorway i n  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l .  I n  t h e  s o u t h  e a s t  c o r n e r  
I I c p r e s s i u n  below t h e  f l o o r  l e v e l  r e v e a l s  t h e  remains  o f  a  

v l 1 1 1  t cri archway whic11 rnay have formed an  e a s t e r n  e n t r a n c e .  

The l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s k r u c t u r e  as a  " c r y p t "  
1la.s caiised a  comple te  c o n f u s i o n  o f  i t s  a c t u a l  form. A c r y p t  i s  
;i v a u l t e d  a r e a  u n d e r  t h e  f l o o r  o f  a  c h u r c h , u s u a l l y  though n o t  
r i e c e s s a r i l  y  s u b t e r r a n e a n .  The Deanery s t r u c t u r e  could  n e v e r  have  
b ren  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  medieval  C a t h e d r a l .  It was a  s e p a r a t e  
b u i l d i n g  t h e  ~ o r t h / ~ o u t h  a x i s  o f  which was r o u g h l y  a t  a  r i g h t  a n g l e  
w i t 1 1  t h e  ~ a s t / ~ e s t  a x i s  o f  t h e  C a t h e d r a l .  The p r e s e n c e  of seven  
windows i n  i t s  wes t  w a l l  and one i n  t h e  e a s t  shows t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
must have been  c o n s i d e r a b l y  above ground l e v e l  i n  medieyal  t i m e s ,  
and t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a c l e a r  gap between i t  and t h e  C a t h e d r a l .  T h i s  
h a s  l e d  some o b s e r v e r s  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  was p d r t  o f  t h e  Holy Ghost 
F r k a r y  o u t b u i l d i n g s .  There  i s  however no e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  
and no p r e c e d e n t  f o r  s u c h  a n  e l a b o r a t e  annexe e x i s t s  among o t h e r  
I r i s h  town f r i a r i e s .  



The s t r u c t u r e  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  s e r v e d  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  
C. t thedra1.  The twin  a i s l e d  h a l l  though b u i l t  o f  f i n e  m a t e r i a l s  
was too  d i m l y  l i t  f o r  any  grand use .  It a p p e a r s  r a t h e r  t o  b e  t h e  
u n d e r s t o r e y  o f  a more i m p r e s s i v e  upper  h a l l  and t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  
arc-ade was d e s i g n e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  f l o o r  o f  an u p p e r  h a l 1 , w h e t h e r  
v a t ~ l t e d  o r  t i m b e r  canno t ,  y e t  b e  d e t e p n i n e d .  T h i s  upper  h a l l  could  
o n l y  have been t h e  V i c a r s  H a l l  f o r  which t h e r e  i s  ample p r e c e d e n t  
:trnorlg E n g l i s h  ca the .dra1s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  w e l l  known b u i l d i n g  
rfacc.ntly r e s t o r e d  i n  t h e  Hock o f  Cashel .  L ike  t h a t  o f  Cashel  t h e  
m t l d  i evnl Water ford  C a t h e d r a l  had an  u n u s u a l l y  l o n e  c h o i r  where the 
I '  Cano~lr  and 12 V,icars s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  endowments o f  King  John 
wo~lld I t i t v t s  n f f i c i a t e d .  These Canons and V i c a r s  would have  
r3Pquircd a cnmmunal h a l l  f o r  d i n i n g  and assem'bly. The o t h e r  
\.;l111 t e ~ i  ~ ~ n d t . r c r o f t  is  o n l y  t h e  u n d e r s t o r e y  o f  what was p robab ly  a 

I ~ l i r ~ c ~ ~ t  i r  b u i l d i n g  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  h a l l .  

TIII .  r f lmains a r c  i n  good s t r l l c t u r a l  o r d e r  and r e ~ n n r k a b l y  f r e e  
< ) I '  ~11p~trfL1101is  d e b r i s , h a v i n g  been c l e a r e d  o n t  i n  t h e  l a s t  war a s  
;,revision f o r  :in a i r  r a i d  s h e l t e r .  The l o c a l  Masonic Lodge who 
ir;irl been u s  ing  t h e  ground f l o o r  o f  t h e  Deanery f o r  some y e a r s  have 
r t t r w  v a c a t e d  i L  and the e n t i r e  complex i s  now i n  C o r p o r a t i o n  hands.  
r i ~ t .  Ilczanery i t s e l f  is  bi?ing c u r r e n t l y  r e f u r b i s h e d  a s  o f f i c e s  and 
ilotv-ful l y  t h e  o p l w r t u n i t y  w i l l  be used t o  r e i n s t a t e  t h e  r a i l  i n g s  
.- t ; 1 n r 1  d o o r c a s c  a n  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  Square  f r o n t  ,which were 
l~ r~Tc , r i~ ln :d te ly  removed i n  t h e  2960 ' s .  

C o r p o r n t i ~ n  ownersh ip  shou ld  a l s o  mean t h a t  t h e  s ' i t e  w i l l  
r e c e i v e  p r o p e r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  e v e n t u a l l y .  The- 
T) t . . rn r* ry  p;arden p r e s e n t s  a  u s e f u l  c l e a r  s i t e  f o r  an e x c a v a t i o n  which 
I I I ~  (:l) t r-eveir l ~ i s e f u l  i n f o r m a t  i o n  on t h e  e x t e r n a l  for111 o f  t h e  h a l l  . 
~ ! I I . Y F ,  1 1 0  l ( ' 5  W i 1 3  h o p e f u l 1  y be  o f  some v a l u e  i n  e n c o u r a g i n g  i n t e r e s t  
i i t  i s  a f a r  too  l i t t l e  known remnant o f  medieval  Waterford.  

Query - S 0 N E family, Tramore & Annestown 

Information sought concerning family of Charles Sone who came from 
England in 1844 and lived on Cove Road Tramore c.1850, dying in 
Tramore in 1905. The family appear to have also had a house in 
Annestown as a Charles Sone is recorded there c.1850. Any 
information on other members would be gratefully received by 

Mr. B.C. Turtle, 
57 Golden Crescent, 
Everton, 
Lymington,Hants., 504 OLN. 





WOMAS ( "Bul locks" )  WYSE : , 

A CATHOLIC INDUSTRIALIST DURING THE PENAL LAWS. P a r t  1. 

by Des Cowman. 

Tnt.1-odtlc t i o n  : -- 
" I  have laic1 o u t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a r t  of  my annual  income t h e s e  

t ~ ~ t . r i t y  y e a r s  p a s t  and upwards ' t o  i n t r o d u c e  sundry  manufactures  n o t  
t,cbftlr.r. a t  tempted i n  t h i s  kingdom-- ". Thomas Wyse had indeed i n v e s t e d  
i ~ t . < ~ \  i l y i n  i t  range  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  decades  b e f o r e  
] ' ; ' ;Q  wt~erl he n~ade h i s  w i l l  o f  which t h i s  forms a part , .  He g i v e s  t h e  
r .1 -  I - t l r l -  wh?- he, a s u b s t a n t i a l  l andowner, should  encage i n  such  
. ; l > c ' t * t i l  : t t  ivc a c t i v i t i e s  : " i n  o r d e r  t o  i n t r o d u c e  and i n i t i a t e  my t h r e e  
~ o ~ l r ~ ! ~ t ~ r  sons i n  some b ranches  o f  b u s i n e s s  and indus t . ry  f o r  t h e i r  . 
1 ' 1 1  t I I  t.cA m a  i n t d i n a n c e  and s u p p o r t ,  and t h e r e b y  t o  remove t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
1 1 1 -  tc.~~ipt:+t ion o f  t a k i n g  advantage  o f  t h e  Popery Laws t o  g a v e l  a f ' t e r  
, , l >  ( 1 6  * . t I F , S f * - - -  

IJcn wr-otc? t h i s  s h o r t l y  a l t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  e l d e s t  s o n , i n  t h e  
L t111*1r ( ly  t h a t  h i s  younges t  son who had a l r e a d y  turned P r o t e s t a n t  was 
# . l a  irninc t h e  e n t i r e  i n h e r i  t a n  e  and t h a t  h i s  two o t h e r  s o n s  were a  5 
+ o v e r r  cj isappointment  t o  him. Wyse o r i g i n a l  mot ives  ranlain u n c l e a r  
I ~ I I ~  \ + l l < + t  is a p p a r e n t  from h i s  l a t e r  l i f e  i s  a  r e s t l e s s  d r i v e  and 
- c l b .  t tri n.; resen tment  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t u t e s  and s o c i e t y  which made him 
. r  . ; c~~~~tnc i -c  l a s s  c i t i z e n  - " H i s  s p e c u l a t i v e  and a r d e n t  s p i r i  t was 
ilrtp;)t ic-ut o f  repose--- .  H i s  h a b i t s  were n o t  l i t e r a r y  b u t  ac t ive - - -  
( h e )  wanted something of t h e  coo l  d i s p o s i t i o n  and j u d i c i o u s  temperment-- 
h e  d ~ s  t a i n e d  t o  c o n c i l i a t e , h e  a roused ,  he enk ind led  b u t  was l i t t l e  
f i t t t n d  o r  i n c l i n e d  t o  ca lmN.3  

P a r t  IT, o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h e . c o n t e n t i o u s n e s s  t h a t  
111 ir5kt.t l  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  and w i t h  a  s o c i e t y  narrowed 
11 t h e  t h i n k i n g  which had g iven  r i s e  t o  t h e  Penal ~ a w s .  I n  f a c t  t h e  
o n  l y c?virlence of t h e s e  laws b e i n g  d i r e c t l y  used a g a i n s t  him i s  t h e  
f i ~ ~ n i l y  t r a d i t i o n  about  how he g o t  h i s  nickname. Seemingly h i s  s t a b l e  
was r a i d e d  and h o r s e s  t aken  under  t h e  c l a u s e  which f o r b a d e  a  C a t h o l i c  
f'rorn owning a h o r s e  worth more t h a n  E5. A s  a  d i s p l a y  o f  p u b l i c  
i i~c l igna t ion  he yoked h i s  c a r r i a g e  t o  a  team of  b u l l o c k s  and paraded 
thro94gh t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  Waterford - a  f e a t  which ea rned  him t h e  new 
iippe l l a  t i o n .  4 

This  f i r s t  p a r t , f o l l o w i n g ,  s e t s  o u t  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  
d e t a i l s  of t h e  metal-working and mining e n t e r p r i s e s  which make Wyse a  
p i o n t . e r  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and indeed p u t s  him t o  t h e  
f ( , r e f r o n t  of t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e s e  i s l a n d s .  

1.Draft  \<ill of  Thomas Wyse d a t e d  1770 i n  Wyse W i l l  Book,compiled by 
h ' i l l iam C h a r l e s  Bonaparte-Wyse,p.ll7-124,as t r a n s c r i b e d  and e d i t e d  
by J u l i a n  C.Walton. I am most g r a t e f u l  t o  Mr.Walton f o r  g i v i n g  me 
a copy of  h i s  unpub l i shed  t r a n s c r i p t .  

2.This i s  t o  be  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  P a r t  11 ,Dec ies  XXV,Jan.1984. 
l 3.'This i s  t h e  assessment  o f  h i s  great g r a n d s o n , ( ~ i r ) ~ h o m a s  Wyse i n  

H i s t o r i c a l  S k e t c h  of  t h e  L a t e  C a t h o l i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  I r e l a n d , V o l . l ,  
London, 1829,p.43-44. 

4.1, am g r a t e f u l  t o  Mrs.B.Benaparte Wyse f o r  n a r r a t i n g  this t r a d i t i o n  
t o  me. 



"Sundry Manufac t u r e s  " : 
Franc is  Wyse d i ed  i n  1711  l e a v i n g  h i s  ten  y e a r  o ld  son Thomas 

head of t he  fami ly  and h e i r  t o  landed e s t a t e s  p reca r ious ly  held 
under t h e  Penal Laws. I n  1720 Thomas married E l i z a b e t h  Bourne of 
London by whom he had f o u r  sons and t h r e e  daughters .  Following h e r  
death,Thornas remarr ied i n  1740 Hes te r  the widow of  S i r  Franc is  
Edwardes of ~ e r b ~ s h i r e 5  which was the  hea r t l and  of t h e  experimentation 
and i n ~ ~ o v n t i o n  which l e d  t o  the  i n d u s t r i a l  r evo lu t ion .  It is a f t e r  the 
i;irne ot' t h i s  marr iage t h a t  the  f i r s t  evidence of Wyse's i n d u s t r i a l  
i ~ r t e r e n  t  occurs ,  hc then be ing  middle-aged. 

H e  m a y  have begun copper and l ead  mining i n  1745 ( s e e  below) but 
l l ~ c l  metal manufacture appears  t o  have s t a r t e d  i n  1747 a s  a t t e s t e d  by 
a 3nirff-box bea r ing  the  i n s c r i p t i o n  "Made of t he  f i r s t  copper smelted 
. ~ r t r l  r e f i n e d  a t  S t .  Johns n e a r  Waterford by Thomas Bu t l e r  and Company, 
. J a n .  7 th  1 7 4 8 1 ' . 6 ( ~ u t l e r  appears  t o  
h a v ~  been a p a r t n e r  of Wyse's u n t i l  Awarded C20 p r i z e  fo r l ' t he  best  
they c o n t e n t i o u s l y  s epa ra t ed  over  t h e  s t e e l  c a r p e n t e r s f  handsaws--" 
nc.x t  few y e a r s . ? )  He then appears' t o  
have t r a ~ i s f e r r e d  hisame1 t i n g  ope ra t ion  
t o  Pouldrew near  Kilmeadan where i n  1752 he i s  desc r ' bed  a s  "rowling B repper  ", a s  wel l  a s  "smitheing i r o n  and o t h e r  wosks" . The fol lowing 
yc#ir  h e  exh ib i t ed  some of t h e  products  from t h e r e  - " a  box of t i n  
p 1 . 1  t e s  ~nanufac tu red  i n  Waterford being the  f i r s t  e v e r  manufactured i n  
t l i i s  kingdom -- ( t h e y  were) p ra i s ed  very h igh lyM.9  Ov.er t he  next  few 
years  h i s  range of p roduc ts  had expanded t o  inc lude  " the  b e s t  s t e e l  
c-drpen t e r s  ' handsdks" ( f o r  which he was awarded a  C20 p r i z e  by the  
D u b l i n  S o c i e t y )  a s  wel l  a s  s cy thes  (C10 p r i ze ) lO .  Other  products  
included t r i y s  and snu f f  boxes pa in ted  wi th  landscapes  i n  t he  manner 
o f  \Japanese ware ( -  i t  was Wyse who f i r s t  gave employment t o  George 
? l u l l  i n s  who l a t e r  became q u i t e  a  renowned landscape p a i n t e r ) l l  a s  
k ~ l l  a s  pa in ted  copper p l a t e s ,  12 

This  range of  f i n i s h e d  products sugges t s  a  v a r i e t y  of complex 
i r ldus  t r i a l  p rocesses  c a r r i e d  on a t  Pouldrew, t he  d e t a i l s  of which have 
~ i o t  su rv ived .  Some p roces s ing  a l s o  took p l ace  a t  St .Johns from where 
t i l e  goods were a l s o  r e t a i l e d  up t o  e a r l y  1 7 6 4 . ~ 3  Af t e r  t h a t  he seems 
t o  have adapted the  works t he re  t o  meet the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  boom although 

Genealogies of t he  Wyse fami ly  and t h e i r  marr iages  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
Burlce ' S - 1 r i s h  Family- ~ e c o r d s  ,- London, 1976; i n  ~ i ~ ~ i n s  ,P . ,  "The 
Wyses of t h e  Manor of St,Johns,Waterford",W.S.E.I.A.S. Jou rna l ,  
Vol. V ,  1899, p, 190-206; and i n  t he  hundred-part  s e r i e s  running i n  
t he  Waterford News,1949-'51,by Matthew Bu t l e r .  
Noted by Canon Power i n  V.S.E.I.A.S. Journal,Vol.XVI,p.l47. 
I n  1755 B u t l e r  p e t i t i o n e d  par1iament"contradicting many of the  
a l l e g a t i o n s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t he  p e t i t i o n  of Thomas Wyse" on a  
q u e s t i o n  of s i l v e r  smel t ing  - 1 r i s h  House of commons Jou rna l s ,  9, 
17 5'3- '56 ( 1 7 6 3 ) , ~ . 3 6 6 .  
Pococke, Tour i n  I r e l a n d  i n  1 ( e d . ~ t o k e s ) ,  Dublin 1871, p.136/7 
F a u l k n e r ' s  Dublin Journa1,27/5 3. 1 0 ,  i b i d .  
Str ickland,W.,A Dic t iona ry  of  I r i s h  Ar t i s t s ,Vol . l r ,Dub.  & Lon.1913, 
"Mull i n s "  
The Surv iva l  of one of these ,no ted  a s  a "p r imi t ive  conversa t ion  
piece", i s  r epo r t ed  by Crookshank and G l i n , P a i n t e r s  of I r e l a n d  , 
c .  1660-1920, London, 1978, p. 127 
Ad. r e  c l o s u r e  of  r e t a i l  shop i n  Fau lkne r ' s  Dublin Journa1,28/1/1764, 



one r e p o r t  s u g  e s t s  t h a t  h i s  mot ives  f o r  d o i n g  s o  were p u r e l y  
p h i l a n t r o p i c  : ?Feb. 1767) "Thomas Wyse esq .  , a  gent leman who always 
had t h e  good o f  t h e  community a t  _ k e a r t  h a s  e r e c t e d  c o r n  m i l l s  and 
oven f n r  b a k i n g  b read  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  d i s t r e s s  o f  t h e  poor  a t  t h i s  
h a r d  s e a s o n .  Shops a r e  opened a t  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y  where 
t h r .  poor  a r e  s u p p l  ied w i t h  121bs.  o f  good whi t e  b read  f o r  l/-. "14 
N e v ~ r t , h e l e s s , b y  l 7 7 0  t h e  works a t  S t , J o h n s  had grow t o  c o n s i s t  o f  
ttl:rari;+r i ~ s ,  bakehouse ,  S t a r c h y a r d  - - - (and)  windmil l" .  p5 

T h i s  expans ion  o f  t h e  more c o n v e n t i o n a l  forms of '  commercial 
.-#P t i v i  t y  Inay r e f l e c t  d i f f i c u l t ' i e s  i n  h i s  meta l  work ings ,whe the r  
f i n a n ~ i a l  o r  t e c h n i c a l .  There seems t o  be i n s u f f i c i e n t  ev idence  t o  
con~nent  on t h e  l a t t e r , e s p e c i a l l y  a s  Wysa was r k i s i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  
q ~ ~ . ~ n t i t  i e s  of  l e a d / s i l v e r  ( s e e  be low)  hilt no mention a p p e a r s  o f  s i l v e r  
~ s . ~ n ~ ~ f a c t u m  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  h i s  e n t e r p r i s e l 6  Y e t  he d i d  
.# l  t i A l n ~ ) t  t h e  f a r  more complex PTqcess o f  c o p p e r  s m e l t i n g  n o t  only  
w i  t t ~  B u t l e r  b u t  a g a i n  i n  1759. P o s s i b l y  he  k e p t  t h e  t e c h n i c a l l y  
I ~ ~ l r n l ~ l + ~  b u t  most r e m u n e r a t i v e  s i d e  o f  h i s  o p e r a t  i o n s , p r u r l e n t l y , q u i t e  
ir~l,:lt*.\te f'rom the  more s p e c t a c u l a r  b u t  r i s k y  i n n w a t  ions .  

How Wyse f i r s t  found o u t  abou t  t h e  r i c h  l e a d / s i l v e r  v e i n  n e a r  
3arl~s  Ts Land h . 3 ~  no t  emerged, b u t  "over  n e a r l y  40 y e a r s t t  i t  r e p o r t e d l y  
y i e l d e d  an a v e r a g e  o f  a lmos t  h a l f  a  t o n  o f t f p u r e  s i l v e r "  p l u s  about  75 
t o ? <  o f  1e.rd a n n u a l l y . 1 8  Some of  t h e  workings t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  e v i d e n t  
h11 t - o ~ r ~ ( ;  i n e x p l i c a b l e ,  near-contemporary - 
1 1 . t  I i l  . ;u rv ives .  Two p a r a l l e l  v e i n s  "The rumbl ing  of  l o o s e  
lrc3r0 worked h e r e ,  i t  seems,oile t o  a  s t o n e s  and r o c k s  o v e r  t h e  
1 1  i Y t;liice o f  4 0  y a r d s  under  s e a  l e v e l  miners '  heads  when t h e  s e a  

1 1 1  ! t , he  c) ( .her  a c h i e v i n ~  a  submarine was h i g h  was t r u l y  awfu l f t .  
fiq i - r:rr l l - .c.  o f  80 y a r d s .  An o l d  rniner 
: I \  - r i  t , c h t l  what i t  was l i k e  t o  work h e r e :  " t h e  rumbl in,? of  l o o s e  s t o n e s  

I , I r r lcks  
0\;;ef-9 

t h e i r  ( t h e  m i n e r s t )  heads  when t,he s e a  was h i g h  was 
I - 1 1  y awful  . Flow such  cou ld  have been pumped and v e n t i l a t e d  

rt.lrt.iins n mystery  b u t  t h e r e  is c o r r o b o r a t i v e  eviderlce from nearby 
t 3 , r  l l y-~lwarl where t h e  e x t e n s i v e  underwa te r  workings were s a i d  t o  have 

v e n t i l a t e d  through a  s h a f t  i n  a  rock  column s t a n d i n g  c l e a r  of  t h e  
shore .20  While t h e r e  i s  no s i g n  of  t h a t  working now, t h e  s a n d - f i l l e d  
stirlt ' t  i n  t h e  rock  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  e v i d e n t .  Thus, somehow, Wyse a p p e a r s  
t o  have deve loped  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  mining  e x p e r t i s e .  

Repor t  i n  F i n n ' s  L e i n s t e r  Journa1,25/2/1767. 
D r a f t  i J i l l , o p . c i t . .  
s e e  Kane,R.,The I n d u s t r i a l  Resources  o f  I r e l a n d , D u h l i n  1845. The 
i n f o r m a t i o n  he g i v e s  abou t  v a r i o u s  s m e l t i n g  p r o c e s s e s  should  a l s o  
be  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  Wysets  t ime.  
Acoording  t o  h i s  i n  t h e  I r i s h  House of  Commons J o u r n a l s ,  
1757- '60 ,  VI, 1 7 9 6 , p V 3 1 , h e  was p roduc ing  "Large q u a n t i t i e s  o f  
s m e l t e d  copper t t  i n  1759. 
L e t t e r  from Henry H. P r i c e  t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  H i b e r n i a n  
Mining Co.,6/10/1824, , N.L.I.. He v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e , h a d  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  Ormond) f i l e s  'and i n t e r v i e w e d  
a n  o l d  m i n e r  named Kinahan. ( s e e  f u r t h e r  my a r t i c l e  on Danes 
I s l a n d  i n  Dec ies  XX).  
i b i d .  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  t o  P r i c e  by t h e  nephew o f  one o f  Wyse's 
mine r s ,  W.  Cooper.  
i b i d . , t h o u g h  t h i s  seems t o  have been worked by  Wyse's s o n s , t h e  
t e c h n i q u e s , p r e s u m a b l ~  were developed b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h .  



His copper workings appear to have been less significant. He may 
have been involved in the partnership reported to have been working 
on Lord qanelaghCs land (near Annestown ? )  in 1745.21 This may have 
provided the copper for the snuff-box mentioned above or it could 
have come from picking out the rich seams on the cliff at Knockmahon. 22 
In 1748 he took a thirty one year lease from Lord Ormond of the mineral 
rights west of Bonmahon and was repoptedly Qorking for copper at 
Tranambo shortly afterwards .23 A geologist investigating this and 
other small workings along this stretch of coast in l824 implies that 
they must have dated to Thomas Wyse's time but adds," I havq not been 
able to provide moFe accurate information on this subject". He did 
record the local tradition,however,that the copper ore went out "in 
small sloops which anchored in deep water a short distance from the 
shore at Bonmahon and it was conveyed off to them in small boats. At 
Waterford Mr Wyse had his smelting house where the metal was 
cxtrac ted". 24 

A few other scattered references suggest that Wyse's mining 
activity may have been more widespread than the account above may 
imply. For instance there is a sole reference to hi8 having taken 
a lease in 17 4 of William Petty's old iron works near Killarney in 
(lounty Kerrye35 He may also have had patronage and financial support 
from influential people such as Shapland Carew who in 1748 and 

' L 2 &  was providing material for mines that can only be those of Wyse. 
Such a partnership or shareholding arrangement presumably continued up 
to the time of his death in 1770 and is reflected in the wording of 
the will which bequeaths to his sons "the interest of my lease of the 
mines of Temple Iverick in the county of waterfordue27 This townland 
idcbntification suggests that all other mining activities had by then 
c e n < ~ d  except those in the neighbourhood of Dane's Island. 

P < t r l  iamen tary Aid : 

The question of financing 
Uyse's enterprises has already been 
.~lluded to. In 175 5 he applied to 
the Irish Parliament " for aid in 
carrying on the several manufactures 
of copper and brass, pig, sheet and 

Has spent E16,000 towards 
esthblishing "a colony of 
foreign artificers for the 
manufacture of all kinds of 
metal works and hardware and 
for the train in^ up of natives". 

milled lead, slitting iron and steel 
into various .sizes, in drawing out iron for various uses, in plating 

21. Ryland,R.H., The History -- of Waterford,London l824 ,p.273. 
22. Workings here are indicated on the Grand Jury Map of 1818 (~uit 

Rent Office Collection,P.R.O.I.). That Wyse had an interest in 
this is indicated by a letter of 1831 bitterly commenting on the 
Mining Company of Ireland's success there by Thos.Wysets grandson 

(kindl~ 
communicated to me by Mrs.B.Bonaparte-Wyse frdm family 

papers . 
23. Report to the Hibernian Mining Company,Aw, 1824 by John Barwis, 

Lord Onnond's agent,Ms.657,N.L.I.. This gives details of the 
earlier workings here. 

24. ibid., report by Price,op.cit.. 
25. see McCracken,E., Ulster Jo-al of A r c h a e o u ,  1958,~. 130. 
26. The Shapland Carew P a v e r s , ( e d . ~ o n ~ f i ~ l d ) , ~ ~ ~ ~ C ~  1946,p.gO k 94. 
27. Doaft Will,op.cit., clause 11. 



copper and brass,etc. l'. 28 A committee of twenty one was set up to 
consider tbis request,amongst whom was his mining partner,Shapland 
Carew, It was he who reported back on behalf of the Committee, 
favourably,although the parliamentary report does not specify how 
much _he was given.29 Two years later he petitioned again and was 
given &4,000 to "enable him to carry on the hardware manufa~ture".3~ 
Two years after this again, Nov.1759, he announced his major project 
to Parl iament . 

"At great cost --(and) the imminent peril of his life" Wyse had 
been abroad and brought back several skilled metalworkers as well as 
engaging others. These we$e already making japanned ware but he was 
clrn'uitious to e,Fpqnd into "all kinds of metal works and hardware" as 
we11 as the "training up (of) natives". What he proposedlas no less 
than  the e,stablishment of a colony of 300 foreign workers and 
apprentices living rent free in what was to become an industrial 
-state (location,unfortunately not given). Already he claims to have 
spent &16,000 on  he project, buildin$1126 houses with workshops and 
ether appurtaneqces for the rqception of the said colony" (this cost 
2 3 , 0 0 0 )  as well as other expenses. The cost of bringing the rest 
over he estimates at E25-E30 per head; to build further workshops and 
t o  keep them alive until they can sell their produce will cost 
another E8,OOO; he will also need to build a new wire works and steel 
mill for E3,000. He requests an immediate E3,000 in parliamentary aid 
with the assurance that the state will be quickly reimbursed by the 
produce of the colony whose fame would spreadWto the remotest corner 
of every trading country" so that they wouldl~undersell the world". A 
committee of the House of Commons was set up to consider this 
spectacular proposition :32 no more about it appears in the 
P a r l  iamentary papers. 

That Wyse should have expected such help from the Parliament 
which had made and sustained penal laws against his co-religionists 
is,on the face of it,surprising. Yet one ac~ount of him says that he 
got so much by way of grants that he name a street in Waterford 
after that body (i.e. Parliament Street).g2 Presumably his request 
for aid for the scheme above was turned down sometime in 1760. That 
same year he c.0-founded the Catholic ~ssociation.33 Between then 
and his death in 1770 his life was racked by public,personal and, 
above al1,domestic contention - to be dealt with in Part 11. 

28. Irish House of Commons Journal.IX.1753-'56 (1763),~.328 
29. idem , p. 378. (The Vol. index,under"Wyse" has "Referred to Dublin 

Society,p.85811 but no mention of Wyse appears on that page though 
a grant of E2000 to the Dublin Society is mentioned). 

30. ibid. 1757-'6O,VI,1796,p.31 & 33. 
31; idem. p.141, containing in ful1,it seems,the submission made by 

Wyse. 
32. Ryland, op.cit., p. 
33. see Wyse,(~ir) Thomas,op.cit., p.43 et.seq. . 



Top: W.% lli4m Gaffhey ' 8  house, Glenmore, rtith roof 

of  h i s  m i l l  v i s i b l e  a t  mar. 

Lower: The Gaffney tombstone smashed by m p a t r i o t ~ *  

i n  the 18908. In ICillivory ~ l m a k e r o g e )  

graveyard, Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny. 

R i g h t :  The main ruad  from Waterford t o  

New kuss  p a s s i n g  th rough  Glenmore 

i n  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  From Tay lo r  

and S k i n n e r ,  Maps of t h e  Roads of  

I r e l a n d ,  1783. ( I  . U .  P .  r e p r i n t  1983) 

page 164. 



SOUTH-EAST K-ILKENNY IN 1798 AND THE ROLE OF WILLIAM GAFFNEY. 

by Dan -Dowling. 

1798 and The Glenmore Area: 

According to Musgrave, ' the ~oscommon Regiment in two Divisions 
left Waterford on the morning of the 5th June at about 10 O'clock in 
order to reinforce the garrison at Ross. "One of those Divisions was 
led by the Honourable Colonel King. When the first had advanced about 
two miles on their march they here met by some of the fugitive 
shldiers fleeing from Ross who informed the Colonel that the English 
Garrison,overpowered by numbers and exhausted by fatigue, had been 
defeated with great slaughter, that they had fled to Thom~stown,and 
that the town of Ross had been burnt. However,the Colone1,determined 
to do his duty,marched to a high hill over a deep defile called 
Glenmore,in a straight line about two miles and a half from Ross: 
whence with the assistance of a good glass he saw smoke issuing from 
the town but could not discern any troops in it,from which he 
concluded that his intelligence had been well founded. He, therefore, 
thought it prudent to return to Waterford - which was fortunate from 
their point of view as the Rebels,who were very numerous and well 
organized in the area,meditated an insurrection,imagining that hoss 
h ~ d  been taken. 

"Next day the 6th June,Colonel King,marched with his Regiment 
from Katerford to Ross with two battalion guns and a piece of flying 
artillery. He found the people of the County Kilkenny in a state of 
pneral insurrection. When he approached Glenmore,a deep valley with 
a river which is crossed by a Bridge,he perceived great numbers of 
people on all the adjacent hills who fired signal guns. The Rebels 
had made the Bridge impassable by breaking down one of the arches 
but the Colonel soon made it passable by laying beams and planks on 
it. He sent before him his Grenadier Company with a piece of Artillery 
who,with a few discharges of it,dispersed a body of Rebels posted on 
the opposite hill who meant to dispute his passage. 

" That body of rebels had taken the preceding day twenty-five 
soldiers and Captain Dillon,of the Dublin Regiment,who had fled from 
Ross; and, on the first discharge of the Artillery,they massacred 
fifteen of the Soldiers and Captain Dillon,whose head they converted 
into a football. One Gaffney,the leader of these assassins,was 
taken and hanged next day at Ross. He was a Miller in very good 
circunistances. " 

The house and mill of William Gaffney still stand in Glenmore. 
Musgrave adds further about rebel activity there:" By two court 
martials held at Waterford,one on the fourteenth of June,the other the 
twenty-third of July,1798,it was proved that Walter Power,Richard 
Connolly and James Hynes went to the house of Mr.Valentine '~ana~an of 
Charlestown,with some other Rebels,and took his fire arms and 
ammunition; and that the said Valentine Lanagan heard the prisoners 
say that if it were not for the cannon,they would have cut off the 
Roscommon Regiment which marched the day before from Waterford to Ross, 
as two thousand United Irishmen had assembled at Glanmore,on the sixth 
of June,for that purpose".2 

Clearly, therefore, there had been considerable rebel activ4ty in 
the Glenmore area on the 5 t h  June,the day of the battle of Ross,and on 



the day follow$ng. The death of Captain Dillon of the Dublin 
Regiment in the engagemnt with the rebels there on the 5th June has 
survived to the present century in the folk memory of the area. The 
loca~ion of his grave at Ballycrony on the bounds of Ballycurrin is 
still pointed out,as well as numerous other graves of soldiers killed 
in that affray and during the days following. That 15 soldiers were 
It illed in the one discharge of muskets would indicate an engagement 
of sizeable proportion. Stories of dying soldiers in the area 
craving for water have also survived the generations,indicating 
considerable military activity having taken place. 

The main artery of communication from Waterford to Ross at that 
time \$:IS the main road via the Milepost,Slieverue and Glenmore. The 
rivers ; ~ t  both towns were crossed by fine bridges which had recently 
I > e r > n  built by Lemuel Cox of Boston. It can,therefore,be safely 
issulned that any troop reinforcements f m m  Waterford to Ross, or 
vice - versa,had to use this highway in order to reach their 
If.stinat ion. Any rebel activity, therefore,had to be daring and this 

r . o - 1 1 r l  only have been effected through strength of numbers. The two 
r;~ollsand rebels mentioned in the courts martial in Waterford,as being 
l>rescant at Glenmore on the 6th June may not have been,after all, too 
o u t  l dnd ish a number. 

\?illi;lm Gi3ffney Reviled: --- 
The question of William Gaffneyls involvement with the United 

Trishmen and his failure to enter Ross on the 5th June with the 
Kilkenny rebels,of which he was the commander,has been the subject of 
much debate and acrimony over the years,especially since the rise of 
the Land League in 1879 and the agitations which ensued for tenant 
ownership. The brutal repression which followed the collapse of the 
2798 Rising forced the people,out of sheer terror for their lives 
and property,to suppress a vast repertoire of first hand information 
which would otherwise have passed into the realm o f  oral history and 
tradition. Within a couple of generations, &he knowledge and memory 
o f  i t  great deal of what had happened at Ross and elsewhere had passed 
into the silence of history. Nevertheless there still exists in the 
Glenrnore area a s t m n g  local tradition which portrays Gaffney as "a 
traitor to the cause". 

There are several possible reasons for this. The Wexford men 
towards the end of the last century,especially during the build-up 
of emotional patriotism prior to the centenary celebrations in 1898, 
had to provide a scapegoat for their faflure at Ross and Gaffney was 
their victim because of the non-intervention of the Kilkenny United 
Irishmen on an organised scale at the battle of Ross. As he was the 
leader,the blame as such rested upon him. 

Legend after legend grew up about Gaffney - his treachery knew 
no bounds; he was seen treating with the enemy before and arter Ross 
and selling his comrades in arms; he was even up in the Queen's Count) 
on the 25th June inciting the colliers there to thwart the efforts 
and steal the arms of the wearied Wexford rebel fugitives,even though 
he had been executed nearly three weeks earlier on the 6th June (the 
day after the battle of ~oss). 'The Kilkenny men too, had even begun 
to d i s o m  him saying that he was a native of the County Wexford,having 
come over to Glenmore,where he obtained employment as a miller and 
later on married the miller's tkdow. The stories of his lack of 
patriotism or even worse,have consigned him to a dishon~ured place in 
history. Many of these ar6 incprporatad in the Rev.Xavanagh's 
" P o ~ u l a T  History published to commemorate the centenary o f  the 
rebel1 ion. 3 



Another factor which militated'ggainst his memory was the 
upsurge of anti-landlordism during the Land War of the 1880's and 
1900's. This was occasioned by the fact that his descendants had 
become under agents for the local estates of the Earl of Bessborough. 
In that period anyone in the employment of landlords was immediately 
suspect and became a scapegoat in the rising tide of nationalistic 
fervour. The euphoria of the approaching centenary celebrations in 
1898 and after,combined wi-th the accounts given in Kavanaghls 
History,have certainly helped to perpetuate the myth of treachery 
and in so doing has consigned his memory to the i.gnominy of history. 
Most likely the main reason for tainting his memory was his alleged 
failure in bringing the Kilkenny men to the aid of the ihsurgents 
at Ross. The !,itterness occasioned by that defeat at Ross knew no 
bounds in the condemnation of the ~ i l k e n n ~  men and particularly that 
of their leader, William Gaffney. 

The local traditions about Gaffneyls memory ar; several. 
>lppnrently in the late 19th century New Ross men on their way home 
from Waterford drunk would shout abuse at night from the hill above 
c;lr>nmore down at Gaffneyls descendants. Some of these got so worked 
u p  about the memory of Gaffneyls supposed treachery that they sought 
o ~ ~ t  his grave in Killivory churchyard and smashed his tombstone . 
While such behaviour may not have been condoned locally, the general 
supposition still is that Gaffney had "betrayed the cause". 

William Saffney Revised: 

In repudi 3ting the calumnies which have besmirched the rnemory 
and name of William Gaffney,it must first of all be stated that he 
was not I native of the County Wexford but was born in Glenmore in 
or about the year 1762. He was a man in comfortable circumstances 
beinc a shopkeeper,publican,miller and farmer in the village of 
Glenmore. His descendants,if not himself,were also under agents for 
the Glenmore Estate of the Earl of Bessborough of Kildalton, 
Piltown. Tle became involved with the Kilkenny United Irishmen,and 
w a s  their l e d e r  or commander in 1798. -Their non-involvement in Ross, 
probably can never be satisfactorily explained and equally the same 
can be said of the rebels1 delay in attacking Ross - which respite 
enabled General Johnson to consolidate his position and defences 
within the town prior to the impending attack. 

The early histories of the Rebellion published by the Rev. 
James Gordon,George Taylor and Edward Hay,made no of William 

G a f f  nel nor did the personal narrations of Thomas Cloney or Myles Byrne. The only reference to him in the immediate period following 
the Rebellion was contained in Musgrave's history of 1801 where he is 
referred to as "leader of these assassins" and it is stated that he 
was taken and hanged the next day. Despite this evidence , if Gaffney 
had somehow contrived to play a double role,we should expect to find 
his name on the Informers Lists in the State Paper Office,Dublin 
Castle. There is no mention of him there. 

Confirmation of Musgravets account comes from the respected pen 
r 5  of John OIDonovan , a native of the area who knew the family: 

"Another very remarkable man of the old Irish race, whose sons, 
Nicholas,Michael,and William, I remember,was Mr.William Gaffney,alias 
OIGamhuna,of Glenmore in the Barony of Ida,County Kilkenny. He stood 
gix feet four inches in heightsand was robust,strong and athletic in 
proportion. He was so dexterous a swimmer that it was belieyed he 
could walk o n  the water9 from New Ross to Waterford. 



"He commanded a  p a r t y  of  Rebels i n  1798 ,a t  Ballyvhrneen H i l l  
   inn an fa i l l e  ) ,when Major General Jackson defended t h e  Town of  Ross. 
S o l d i e r  and Patr iot ,Mr.Gaffney was executed ,and h i s  body thrown i n t o  . 
:I p i t  w i th  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  bodies .  But t h e  Nurse Tender and Midwife 
o f  thc Distr ict ,commonly c a l l e d  Wary of t he  Ring" who was much 1 

a t t ached  t o  him and h i s  family,came a t  n i g h t  a lone  by t h e  l i g h t  of the L 

Inclon and, opening the  P i t ,  threw up a l l  the  bodies  on t he  bank and, 
ch~anrinint: them one by one, recognised t h a t  of  M r .  Gaffne,y by i t ' s  
v i r s t  p ropo r t i ons  and noble  f e a t u r e s .  She r e tu rned  t h e  o t h e r  bodies ,  
w l r i c h  were covered w i t h  f r e s h  l i m e , t o  t h e  p i t , a n d  c a r r i e d  t h e  body 
( I t '  Slr.Gaffney t o  t he  Churchyard a t  Ki lb r ide ,where  she bur ied  i t  i n  
t l i c o  tomb of h i s  a n c e s t o r s  - e x h i b i t i n g  a  specimen of female heroism 
w11 i c h  Plu tn rch ,  would have handed down t o  immorta l i ty .  I' 

i i l ~  i Le t he  descelldan t s  of Will_iam Gaf fney have now disappeared 
from Glenmore h i s  g r e a t  grand-daughter w h s  s t i l l  l i v i n g  t h e r e  i n  
1898. She made t h e  fo l lowing  reapvnae t o  t he  calumnies .being spread 
about her. ; 4 n c e s t o r , p a r t i c u l a r l y  an a r t i c l e  publ ished i n  t he  Weekly 
T7dependent i n  May 1898. We w i l l  l e ave  t he  l a s t  word w i th  her .  6 

The E d i t o r  of  t he  Weekly Independent having had the  bad t a s t e  t o  
r ev ive  t h e  calumny a g a i n s t  my g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  memory,permit me 
t o  observe t h a t  Hay,the most candid of  a l l  t h e  w r i t e r s  on t he  
Rebc l l ion ,publ i shed  h i s  h i s t o r y  i n  1803 and he does n o t  s a y  a  word 
about Gaffney,or  h i s  t rea6hery :  Musgrave,the only  w r i t e r  who mentions 
1 1  i name, s t a t e s  and s t a t e s  t r u l y , w i t h  a l l  r e s p e c t  t o  him, t h a t  
Gaffney was hanged t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Ross. W i l l  he g ive  me 

I s i n c l e  i n s t a n c e  of  t he  Engl ish  Government s o  rewarding t r a i t o r s  who 
would h e  a f t e r  r ende r ing  i t  such a v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  a s  Gaffney should 
have done by any t r e a c h e r y  a t  t he  B a t t l e  o f  Ross ( o r )  reasonable  
fair-minded evidence t o  prove t r e a c h e r y  i n  a  man hung a s  a  t r a i t o r  by 
a n  F n ~ l  i s h  General ? Can he f i n d  a  s i n g l e <  Gaffney , o r  any person 
froni t he  County Kilkenny,except  a P r o t e s t a n t  named E l l i s  on the  s e c r e t  
L i s t  of T r a i t o r s  ? A s  General Gaffney was hanged t h e  day a f t e r  t he  
B a t t l e  o f  R o s s  and General Lake d i d  n o t  l e a v e  Dublin o r  a r r i v e  i n  
Wexford , f o r  more than a  week a f t e r  t h e  B a t t l e  of Ross , the  words put  
i n t o  h i s  mouth a r e  pure f i c t i o n .  The same may be s a i d  w i t h  regard t o  
t h e  s t o r y  about t h e  Kilkenny c o l l i e r s , f i r s t  because t h e  Donane c o l l i e r s  
were not  Kilkenny c o l l i e r s , a n d  secondly because my poor a n c e s t o r ,  
havine; been executed on t h e  6 t h  J.une,could no t  have been i n c i t i n g  t he  
K i l k e n n y - ~ o l l i e r s  t o  s t e a l  t h e  arms of  t he  wearied Wexford men,up i n  
the  Queen ' s  County,on t h e  25 th  o f  t h e  same month. Again,how could 
e v p o s t u l a t i o n  be c a r r i e d  on i n  those  days  by people on t h e  Wexford 
a i d e  o f  t h e  R i v e r , o r  w i t h  t h e i r  b r o t h e r s  i n  arms on t h e  Kilkenny s i d e  
o f  t h e  R i v e r , o r  wi th  t h e i r  l e a d e r s  ? It must be q u i t e  c l e a r  t o  any 
candid-minded person t h a t  t h e  r e c r e a n t  wi th  whom Colonel Clooney was 
engaged in remons t ra t ion  was on t h e  Wexford s i d e .  Clooney does no t  
s p a r e  Kilkenny i n  h i s  account.  It is  i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  he would no t  
g ive  t h e  name of a  person g u i l t y  o f  such t r e a c h e r y  as my ances to r  
s h o u l d , i f  a  t r a i t o r , h a v e  been g u i l t y  o f .  It i s  a  v i l l a i n o u e ,  
unmanly, and u n g r a t e f u l  r e t u r n  t o  g ive  t o  t h e  descendents  of one who 
had t o  pay t h e  f o r f e i t  o f  h i s  l i f e  f o r  h i s  l ove  o f  h i e  n a t i v e  l and ,  
and he might,  a t  l e a s t ,  observe a  decen t  s i l e n c e  on t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  
f u t u r e .  a 

The evidence therefore eeema to be that not d o n e  w a ~  ~ i l l i a m  Gaffiey 
innocent of the char-# later levelled against hi., but 'that he warn a United 
Irishman, took part in the Rebellion and paid the p r i m  of participation r i t h  
hi8 life. 
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BOOK NOTICE 

Lewis ' s  Wexford, Edi ted and Publ ished by E l i z a b e t h  Browne and 
Tom Wickham. - f 5.00 

The major d i f f i c u l t i e s  f ac ing  t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  i s  t h e  
s c a r c i t y  of t h e  s tandard  r e f e r e n c e  books. Over t h e  yea r s  
t h e s e  have become r a r e  and expensive,  so  r e p r i n t s  such a s  
t h i s  one a r e  t o  be welcomed. 

Samuel Lewis publ i shed  h i s  monumental Topographical  D ic t iona ry  
i n  two volumes i n  1837. A corps  of cor respondents ,  cover ing 
every p a r i s h ,  town and v i l l a g e  i n  I r e l a n d ,  was organised t o  
c o l l e c t  in format ion  on t h e  s o c i a l ,  economic, r e l i g i o u s  and 
h i s t o r i c  a s p e c t s  of t h e i r  own l o c a l i t y .  Unfor tuna te ly ,  t h i s  
l ed  t o  a  c e r t a i n  uneveness.  

M s .  Browne amd M r .  Wickham have e x t r a c t e d  a l l  r e f e r e n c e s *  
r e l a t i n g  t o  County Wexford, t o  which they  have added maps, 
l i s t s  of  p a r i s h e s ,  towns and v i l l a g e s  i n  each Barony, P r i n c i p a l  
S e a t s ,  E s t a t e s  and t h e  B a t t l e s  of 1798, t o g e t h e r  w i th  an Index 
of family  names. 

This  u s e f u l  l i t t l e  volume w i l l  be a  welcome a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
l i b r a r y  of anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  and a n t i q u i t i e s  of 
t h e  South-East .  The p u b l i s h e r s  a r e  t o  be congra tu l a t ed  on t h e i r  
e n t e r p r i s e  and i t  i s  t o  be hcrped , t ha t  volumes on o t h e r  coun t i e s  
w i l l  appear i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

n.mr.c. 



MARRIAGE LICENCE BONDS,CHANCERY BILLS,AND MISCELLANEA 

I N  THE JENNINGS MSS 

by J u l i a n  C. Waltbn . 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  Disestablishm'ent  of  t h e  Church o f  I r e l a n d , i t  was 

customary f o r  people o f  any subs tance  t o  o b t a i n  a l i c e n c e  from the  

P r o t e s t a n t  b ishop be fo re  g e t t i n g  married.  It must be s t r e s s e d  tha t  

t h i s  d i d  no t  app ly  on ly  t o  members o f  t h e  Church of  I r e l a n d .  Par ish  

r e g i s t e r s  be ing  ( a t  l e a s t  before  3790) few and f a r  between, a 

Marriage Licence might wel l  be t h e  on ly  l e g a l  evidence o f  a marriage, 

u n l e s s  a  formal set4bement had been en t e red  i n  t h e  R e g i s t r y  of Deeds, 

A t  C h r i s t  Church Cathedral ,Waterford,  i n  t he  showcase con ta in ing  

h i s t o r i c  documents, is an o r i g i n a l  marr iage l i c e n c e  of  1741, 

c o n t a i n i n g  the  s e a l  and. s i g n a t u r e  of t h e  bishop.  

Before i s s u i n g  h i s  l i c e n c e ,  t h e  b i shop  would r e q u i r e  t he  

bridegroom and a  s u r e t y  f o r  t h e  b r i d e  ( u s u a l l y  a  r e l a t i v e )  t o  e n t e r  

i n t o  a bond t h a t  t h e r e  was no l e g a l  o r  canonica l  impediment t o  the  

in tended marr iage,and indemnifying him i n  t h e  eveht  of  any s u i t  

being brought  a g a i n s t  him f o r  wrongful i s s u e  o f  a  l i c e n c e .  These 

deeds a r e  known a s  Marriage Licence Bonds. 

A s  i n  t he  ca se  o f  w i l l s  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  marr iage l i c e n c e s  

were handled by t h e  l o c a l  b i shop ,o r  by t h e  P re roga t ive  Court o f  the 

Archbishop o f  Armagh. But whereas t h e  S t a t e  took over  t h e  business  

of  p roba te  i n  1858, the  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t s  cont inued t o  i s s u e  

marr iage l i c e n c e s  u n t i l  t h e  Church was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1869+70. 
Long b e f o r e  t h i s  time,however, t h e  system had been rendered obso le te  

by t h e  %keeping of  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r s  and by t h e  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of 

marr iages  (from 1845 f o r  P r o t e s t a n t s , a n d  from 1864 f o r  a l l  ). 

Upon d i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t , t h e  d iocesan  r e g i s t r a r s  were compelled t o  

hand ove r  t h e i r  r e c o r d s  t o  t h e  Pub l i c  Record Off ice .  The e f f i c i e n c y  

w i t h  which they  had preserved  t h e i r  marriage documents v a r i e d  

oons iderab ly :  Dublin,Armagh,Cork,and Ossory were p a r t i c u l a r l y  good, 

b u t  v e r y  l i t t l e  indeed reached t h e  PRO from D e r r y , L h e r i c k  and 

Ardfer t .  Eventua l ly ,o f  course ,  t h e  e n t i r e  dopomit wam domtroyod i n  

1922. W e  are l e f t  o n l y  w t t h  t h e  indexem,and,if lucky ,aa  occamional 

s e r i e s  o f  abmtracts .  



The genealogical impcmhanee of and MLBs is that they are 

evidence of a marriage. An index entry will give the names of the 

contracting parties and the year; a good abstract will give in 

additlon the addresses, the name of the second surety,and the exact 

date,which is usually a few days prior to the marriage itself. 

A comprehensive study of these record5 listirlg all the extant 

material , is b-~dly needed. Meanwhilesue shall summarize the 

material for our local dioceses and the Prerogative Court: 

Laterford and Lismore : index in PRO reading-room for years 

1649,l708,1719,1725-34 and 1777-1845. 

Ossory: index (for Ossory,Fqrns and ~ e i ~ h l i n )  in. PRO reading- 

room for years 1691-1845; fuller version in Genealogical Office. 

Abstracts for 1739-40 and 1745-1804 by T.U.Sadleir, in Representative 

Church Rody Library (MS F.z~) . Selected abstracts by Canon 

Carrignn, 1669-1823, published in Irish Genealogist, Vol.IV, No.4 

(1971)~ pp. 331-341. 

Prerogative MLs: abstr1@ts,1630-1858,in Genealogical Office 

(MSS 605-7). 

J<>nnings did not copy marriage licence bonds as addictively as 

he (lid wills,but hi.s loose notebooks contain 53 MLBs of families in 

which he was interested. We list these in Section A below, in 

alphabetical order of bridegroom, followed by an index of bridest 

surnames. 

A sadly neglected source of family history in the pre-1922 PRO 

was the vast series of "Ancient Pleadings" from the courts of Chancery 

and Exchequer. Jennings transcribed sixteen of these (all but one 

bding Chancery ~ills),mostly relating to the family of Bray. These 

are listed in chronological order in Section B. Finally in Section C 

we ggve a list of eight miscellaneous items of genealogical interest. 

In order to identify the different notebooks,we have used the 

same coding system as in our index to miscellaneous Jennings wills 

(~ecies~No.22, p.50), of which the relevant items are as follows: 

1 .  Small red book entitled "Families Bray &C." 

3. Exerc&!se booR entitled "Families of Jennings Brays Ronaynesn. 

8. Loose sheet,writken in penci1,entitled "Phillips Willsn. 



Small brown book entitled "No. 7". 
Others (details given in footnotes). 

Battered grey book entitled "Extracts from Cromwellian 

Council Books". 

Green Book, "Round Towerf1. 

Red Book, "The Monster". 

Grey notebook entitled "Test Book". 

Finally, it remains only to say once again that the Jennings 

SISS are in the Library of the OgConnell Schools,North Richmond St., 

Dublin 1; and to thank the librarian , Revi Brother W.P.Allen, for 

allowing me to extract the data given below. 

A. MARRIAGE LICENCE BONDS - 
Source Bridegroom 

Addison, George 
Baker, Thonlds 
Brny , Edmund 
Brny , Edmund 
Hray,James 

* Bray,Luke 
Butler, Joseph 
Cavend ish, John 
CB1 l ins, Richard 
Dennis , John 
Donovan, Cornel ius 
English, Edward  
Fogarty,James 
George, Will lam 
Goble, Robert 
Healy, John 
Jackson, John 
~ackson,William 
Keating,Leonard 
Kea ting, Oliver 
Keating, Robert 
Lockwood,William 
McDanie1,Owen 
Macler,Henry 
Max, John 
Max, John 
Max, Simon 
Milan,Denis 
Mongomery, 

Hamble ton 
Morgan,William 
Morrogh, James 
Morrogh,Michael 
Pattinson,John 
Prosser, John 

Bride Date Diocese 

Brny,Mary 1678 Dublin 
Max, Ursul a 1778 Cashel & Emly 
Fynes, Catherine 1672 Dublin 
Keating,Mary 1781 Cashel & Emly 
Dowlaghan,Catherinel727 Dublin 
Yhillips,Yary 1755 Cashel & Emly 

? 1716 ? 
Ronayne, Elizabeth l753 Cork 
Bray, Mary 1763 Ossory 
Bray, Anne 1715 ? 
Shenick, Joana 1715 Cork 
Cuddy , Sarah 1759 Cashel & Emly 
Scully, Joan 1746 Cashel R Emly 
Jennings , Florence 1680 Dub1 in 
Maddox, Elizabeth 1706 Cork 
Ronayne,Elizabeth 1697 Cork' 
Ronan, Mary 1751 Cork 
Bray,Martha 1747 Dublin 
Corr,Margare t 1725/6 Ossory 
Phillips,Rebecca 1755 Cashel & Emly 
Scully,Mary 1751 Cashel & Emly 
Bray, Mary 1782 Cashel & Emly 
Ronan, Mary Cork 
Jenning, Jane 1682 Dublin 
Meagher, Joan 1763 Cashel & Emly 
Mannin,Ellinor 1785 Cashel & Emly 
Griffith,Prudence 1749 Cashel & Emly 
Scully,Mary 174j/6 Cashel & Emly 
Ronayne , Grace 1697 Cork 

Bray, Mary 1767 Dublin 
Mead,Catherine 1715 Cork 
Ronane , Margare t 1716 Cork 
Bray,Sarah 1766 Ossory 
Max , Prudence 1778 Cashel & Pmly 

In very small black book. 



No. 
35. 
36. 
37 
3 3 .  
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
4 9 .  
$ 5 .  
46. 
47. 
48. 
4 9. 
50 .  

51. 
J?. 

5 3 .  

Source 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 

F 

-3 

Bridejgroom 
Ronane , George 
Ronane ,John 
Ronane,Patrick 
Ronane, Patrick 
Ronayne , Dominick 
Ronayne , James 
Ronayne, John, 
Ronayne , Joseph 
Ronayne, Patrick 
Ronayne,Patrick 
Ronayne, Peter 
Ronayne, Philip 
Fonayne , Phi lip 
Ronayne , Richard 
Ryan,Cornelius 
Sarsfield , 

Dorninick 
Sarsfield,Thomas 
:5f sckpoole, 

Franc is 
Stackpoole, 

Patrick 

INDEX O F  BRIDES' SUKVAMES: - 
Boys, 4 5 
Bray,l,9,10,18,22,30,33 
R y r n e ,  $ 3  
Cane, 47 
coppinger, 42 
Corr, 19 
Crook, 38 
CllO(dy, 12 
C ~ I I  len,46 
110 ran, 53 
Duwlachan,5 
Fynes, 3 
~erald,4O 
Griffith,27 
~oward, 48 
Hudson, 39 

Source r Date 1597 

CHANCERY BILLS 

Bride Date 
Rona'yne , Anne 1782 
Tobin, Charity 1749 
Kerney , Mary 1782 
Crook, Anne 1788 
Hudson,Margaret 17 14 
Gerald , Mary 1686 
Madden, Catherine 1756 
Coppinger, Catherinel706 
~yrne , Mary 1786 
Kennedy , Anne 1805 
Boys,Ellen Martha 1748 
Cullen,Anne 1733 
Cau1,Mary Anne 1783 
Howard , Mary 1758 
Power, Dorothy 1738 
Ronayne,Catherine 1712/ 

13 
Ronayne,Mary 1765 
Honayne,Catherine 1725 

Diocese 
Cloyne 
Cloyne 
Cloyne 
Cl oyne 
Cloyne 
Cloyne 
Cl oyne 
Cork 
Cloyne 
CO rk 
Cloyne 
Cloyne 
Cloyne 
Cloyne 
Cloyne 
Cloyne 

Cork 
Cork 

Doran ,Margare t l715 Cork 

Jenning,14,24 
Kea t ing, 4 
~ennedy, 44 
Kerney, 37 
Madden, 4 l 
Maddox, l5 
Mannin, 26 
Max, 2,34 
Mead, 31 
Meagher.25 
Phillips,6,20 
Power,49 
~onan/~onane/~onayne,8,16,17,23,29, 
32,)5,50,51,52 

Scully,13,21,28 
Shenick, l1 
Tobin, 36 

Parties 
Daniel Kavanagh and Donough OtShyell v. Con McCormock 
Coghlane and Amablie Coghlane his wife (re lands in 
King's Co. ) 
John Fitzgerald v. Arthur ~ r a ~ ( ~ o .  cork) (CB 7595) 
William Keevan and Elizabeth Keevan alias Bray his 
wife v. Piers Bray (~lonmel) (CB 8523) 
Nicholas Lye v. John Bray (2tpp. ) 
re deb.* in Co.Kilkenny (CB 9568) 
~atherine White v. Phelan McEdmond,Isabell his wife, 
and Piers Bray (lp. ) 
John Bray v. Thomas Baker (3pp.) 
Edmond Bray v. Anthony Cherne$ey,Thomas Cooke and 

David Loe (6&pp. ) 
Francis Seagrave v.. Edmond Bray and William ~race(7p~. 



(B.  Chancery . B i l l s ,  c o n t d . )  

Source  

1 2  
1 2  

Date P a r t i e s  - 
1701 Edmond Bray v. Henry Corr  end Edmond B u t l e r  (gpp. ) 
1701 Henry Cor r  v. Edmond Bray ( r e  G a l b e r t s  town, CO .Tipp. ) 

( 1 2 ~ ~ .  ) 
1701 Jernes B u t l e r  v.  Edmond Bray ( r e  Garinrnore ,CO .Tipp,  ) 

( ~ P P .  ) 
1705 Edmond Rray j u n i o r  v,Edmond Bray s e n i o r  (8+ppe ) 
1707 Edlnond Bray v. C a t h a r i n e  Bray and Thomas B a t t y  (4*pp,) 
2712 Michnel Bray ( p l e a d i n g  o n l y )  (2pp. )  
1738 Jqhn Bray v. Anne Uroderick and o t h e r s  ( ~ x c h e ~ u e r  B i l l  

C ,  MISCELLANEA - 
I tem 

"26 Nov.1614. Mr-Sherlock w h i l e  i n  P a r t . d i s t u r b s d  i n  
posseea  i o n  by Edmond Power Curroghleh  C p .  Wa t ,  Ordered 

l a t t e r  t o  come b e f o r e  S i r  Richard Morrison & f o r  
cause  & C . "  

I n d e n t u r e  between Symon L u t t r e l l  o f  L u t t r e l l s t o w n  and 
Eitutc,nd Bray o f  D u b l i n , r e  l a n d s  a t  ~ l s n e ( 2 * ~ ~ . )  
I n d e n t u r e  between C h a r l e s  White o f  Leixlip,Edmuqd Bray 

o f  Dubl in ,  and John Bray of K i l l a h y  Co.Tip., re land6 
o f  Ba l l ' ygn lbe r t  (bpp. ) 
L e t t e r  of  Mrnond Bray o f  G i l b e r t s t o w n e  t o  J.J.Dawson, 

S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  Lords J u s t i c e s  ( 2 % ~ ~ .  ) 
P r e r o g a t i v e  Cause Papers :  Ronan v.Wyse and Ronan v. 

Archer  
E x e m p l i f i c a t i o n  of a  r e c o v e r y  s u f f e r e d  by F r a n c i s  Lord 
L l a n d a f f  and h i s  son ,  o f  l a n d s  i n  Co. Tip .  (complete 
t r a n s c r i p t  ) 
I n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  goods o f  William Ronayne o f  Ballindud 
I n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  goods of Mary Anne R y a l l  a l i a s  Bray 
o f  Carr ick-on-Suir  

* Ln index t o  Convert R o l l s ,  Vol. I V  1 
* *  Tn v e r y  s m a l l  b l a c k  book. 1 



ARDO HOUSE 

by W i l l i a m  Fraher. 

" A gingerbread Carcasonne on a bare c l i f f  topl!l 

About a mile away from Ardmore on the townland of Ardoginna stands a 
conglomeration of towers and battlenents,looking like a large folly rather than 
a habitable house. (Fig.1) I t  does contain a smallish house of two storeys, 
rendered, with three cylindrical corner towers having small pointed windows ,drip 
moulds ,quatrefoil openings and crenellations. On the north east side i s  a 
small two storey wing which gives the house an L-shaped plan. This would appear 
to have been the earl iest  part of the house having much thicker walls with stone 
corbals supporting the! floor which suggests a 17th century date. Joined to it 
i s  a t a l l  square tower which has lots  of small pointed windows and is constructed 
of brick and stone - clearly a much later  addition. The towers continue beyond 
the house and are joined by curving battlements to form "a l ine of b r i t t l e  
fortifications". (Fig, 2) A curved wall with niches joins the house to the out- 
buildings which are entered through a huge archway topped by a bell-cote. The 
house i t se l f  was entered through a round-headed doorway which led to a spacious 
entrance hall.  This was lit by a t a l l  round-headed window flanked by panels of 
classical plasterwork. Other walls had circular classical reliefs,traces of 
which can sti l l  be seen.2 

Bizarre Beginnings: 

Of its origins l i t t l e  can be said except that odd events seen to have been 
associated with it from an early stage. The surveyors of the mid 17th century 
found nothing here worth commenting on,soberly noting that James Fitzgerald of 
Ardoginna and his wife Ellen had given a 47 year lease to Pierce Power in  1619.3 
Legend,however,adds the name Costen who was heir to Fitzgerald and an heir 
(to Ardoginna ?).  Costen was caught trying to.stea1 a gold cup and fled the 
house pursued by his i ra te  guardian. He was found hiding in  a sea-cave nearby 
and promptly hanged. The place was afterwards known as Croch an Oidhre (the 
Heir's Ga1lows)g The next owner was Sir Francis Prendergast. He is replted to 
have hanged a servant whose skeleton was later  found under the diningroom floor, 
There was also a report of a child being buried under some steps i n  the house. 
These steps continuously worked loose I 

Early in  the 18th century the house and lands passed into the hands of a 
family named Coghlan,who,despite the name, were Protestants,apparently of humble 
origin. While it seems they did lit k i l l  anyone,neither did they improve their 
social standing greatly unt i l  after  1780. In that year Jeraniah Coghlan married 
a Miss 'Davies af ter  which the fortunes of the family changed considerably. She 
appears to have been a renarkable woman who quickly realized the potential the 
location of the house had for the distribution of smuggled goods and acted 
accordingly. The financial return allowed the affectations of status. She took 
to calling herself "Madam Coghlan" and on her shopping expeditions to Youghal she 
was accompanied by a negro servant. That she gained introductions intotpolite 
society" w i l l  be seen by the marriages arranged for her daughters. Naturally an 
ancient modest farm house was inadequate to express such aspirations. It s e a s  
that she began the process of adding further "distinctiont' to the house and 
buil t  a' single tower on i t s  sea-ward side with linking walls to a series of 
possibly battlenented out houses (Fig.3). Possibly th i s  was intended as  merely 
a f i r s t  stage as  it would not have been immediately visible to the approaching 
visitor5, but no more had been added'by 1840 when the house had passed f r m  
Coghlan control. 



Exactly when t h i s  building took place i s n ' t  clear but presumably it was 
during the years of prosperity both fo r  smugglers a d  for  fanners during the 
Napoleonic wars. This too was the period of revival of the "romance" of the 
middle ages which presumably explains the style.  A s  f a r  a s  two of '%dam l1 

Coghlanls daughters were concerned the house provided the r ight  image and it 
is t o  these that the story of Ardo House must now divert  even though most of 
the scenario took place elsewhere. 

Lady Barrymore, nee Coghlan: 

In 1795,aged 18, Anna, eldest daughter of Madam Coghlan 6 m r r i e d  no less  
a personage than the 8th Earl of Barrymore,confidante of the Prince Rdgent. I t  
can ' t  r ea l ly  be sai&,however,that she had entered "polite" society. Firs t ly,  
her father-in-law,the 6th Ear1,had died mysteriously (suicide?) a f t e r  a game of 
cards in  ~ r o m a ~  where he was staying a f t e r  h i s  own house had burned down. %S 
Annals brother-in-law had inherited the t i t l e  and f20,000 p.a. a t  the age of 
four. A s  he grew up he proceeded to  squander h js  fortune in  a manner which 
earned him the nickname llHellsgatell. H i s  brother, the Rev .Augustus ,helped him by 
living the l i f e  of a debaucher while s t i l l  in his  teens and a number of incidents 
which nearly led to  h i s  imprisonment earned for  him the nickname l1Newgate" .Their 
s i s t e r  ,Caroline, was as  foul-mouthed a s  any fish-porter and so acquired the 
nichame llBillingsgatell. When the 7th Earl died a t  the age of 24 i n  1793 the 
t i t l e  f e l l  t o  Henry who had a club foot (hence "Cripplegate") which did not 
prevent him from following in h i s  brother's footsteps.7 I t  was he whom Anna 
married. 

The writer Dorothea Herbert described Anna a s  ' l  a beautiful young woman whom 
he (Barrymore) had married for  love i n  Youghall1. She then goes on to recount a 
social occasion i n  Carrick on Suir, where, "we were to  have the young and 
beautiful Lad Barrymore but her Lord had given her a good beating which confined 
her a t  homel1.i In London he engaged i n  such pranks a s  riding h i s  horse up the 
s t a i r s  of Mrs. Fitzherbert S house and abandoning him there. 'his cost him the 
friendship of her husband (as is  thought), the Prince ~egen t .9  Other cos t s  were 
mainly financial and the b a i l i f f s  descended on the family properties one by one 
un t i l  wealth and income were a l l  gone. The Barrymores eventually had to depend on 
the hospitali ty of Annals young s i s t e r  who, a s  we shal l  see, m r r i e d  a French Duke. 
There, i n  Paris,  "Cripplegate ' l  died i n  1823 'l of an apoplectic f i t1 ' .  Anna lived 
on for  another 89 years and, reportedly, 'l her l a t t e r  days were spent i n  various 
ac ts  of charity and benevolence amongst the poor of ~ a r i s "  .lo She died on 6th 
May 1832 , aged 55. 

The Other Coghlans: 

Eliza,Madam Coghlanls th i rd  daughter too had made allsuccessfulll marriage. She 
had been brought by Anna to  London and there she met a widowed Frenchnan who had 
f led  the revolution. He was the h c  de Castries. In due course she married him 
and with the defeat of Napoleon they both returned t o  France. She was able to  
write back t o  her mother i n  Ardo tha t  she had attended the coronation of LouisXVIII. 
Her husband was restored t o  the power and privilege enjoyed by the nobili ty before 
the revolution and was made Governor of Calais. The couple lived i n  the 
fashionable Fmbourg St .  Germain where they provided hospitali ty for  .the 
impoverished Barrymores. 

%S the ambitions of 'Madam" Coghlan were fu l f i l l ed  - one daughter a countess 
and another a duchess. Her husband, Jeremiah, was so proud of a l l  t h i s  , 
reportedly, that a f t e r  h i s  death h is  ghost often appeared carrying a crimson banner 
in celebration ! However there were still the tm other offspring whom it seens 
were severely mentally retarded. The boy, Jereniah, "loved ki t tens ard coulda% 
count". Thanasina just  played with dolls.  After the death of their  parents,it 
seens a settlement was made which enabled than t o  be moved t o  a mall hcnise in 
Lismore. He would have been in h i s  f i f t i e s  when he died there in 1836. She lived 
into her e igh t i e s , s t i l l  playing with do l l s  and colouring pictures fian the 
I l lus t ra ted  London News. 



Figs 1 6 2:  *A l ine of br i t t l e  fortifieationrm (above) and *a ooqbsmorotion of 
torera and battlementam (bdou). ' 

F i g .  3 : Detail from 1840 O.S. map ahowlng &do Houao with Suet ono tower. 



I t  s e a s  that neither Annanor Eliza had children so Ardo now passed into the 
family of the Duc de Castries and to his  descendants by his  f i r s t  marriage. 
Apparently he had no sons, so the property passed to his daughter Elizabeth who 
in  1834 had married the descendant of one of the Wild Geese - a Patrice Maurice 
de MacMahon. He was an a n y  officer who led the French expedition against the 
Austrians in Italy,  being created Duc de Magenta and Marshal of France on the 
battlefield i n  1859. In 1873 he became: f i r s t  president of the Third Republic. 
Thus, it sea s , t he  President of France was proprietor of Ardo,although ownership 
s e a s  to have been somewhat complicated. 

WcKenna s House" : 

This is the name under which Ardo House iS sti l l  known locally,although how 
it came into McKenna ownership is  not clear.  By the early 1850's the house and 
estate appear to have come into the possession of the Dud de Castries who s e a s  
to have l e t  it to the National Bank. The bank found no tenant for the house 
which was vacant for a while and possibly i n  bad condition as i ts rateable value 
was only 35/-.llBy the 1870's,however,one of the directors of the National Bank 
s e a s  to have been in  poss6ssion - Si r  Joseph McKenna. Most likely,therefore, 
he decided to  restore the house and to continue Madam Coghlan's gothic annexes. 
He s e a s  to have added the curtain wall and towers plus ah extravagant mausoleum, 
for  his  wife and himself. He was laid to res t  there in  1906 and the house was 
then taken by his son,Joseph Bmnanuel who apparently lived there unt i l  sametime 
during World War 1 1 2  af ter  which the house was abandoned. 

There the ruin lay un t i l  the mid 1960's when visited by Mr.Bence Jones who 
uncovered most of the story narrated above and was greatly amused. The mausoleum 
he regarded as the "final touch of macabre fan tasy .  He describes looking 
through the broken window a t  the tombs of the McKennas, adding: "Guarding it is 
an almost life-sized marble ange1,comfortable and homely looking as though 
resting af ter  having eaten a picnic lunch,a most surprising apparition amongst the 
briars and nett les by the side of the field." 

The angel r a a i n s  los t  in  the undergrowth and the house, with i ts ghosts and 
its memories, now crumbles. They are a l l  part of the r ich variety of our heritage 
and worthy of attention and preservation as  an example of their period,just as  the 
castles and abbeys,etc. are of earl ier  centuries. 

NOTES : 

"The Empty Grandeurs of Ardo" by Mark Bence Jones in  Country Life Anriual 1968, 
p.126-128. H i s  witty account provides much of the information here. -I t  is not 
fu l ly  accurate,however, and he does not give his  suurces. 
See also Burkes Guide t o  Country Houses,Vol.I Ireland,London 1978,p.1OYand 
Foras Forbaithe's (unwblished) "Revised Report on heas and Sites of Historic/ 
Art is t ic  interest  i n  County Waterford" by Craie and Garner. 1977.p.4. . * 
The Civil Survey,Vol. VI ,x:M.c:, 1942,p.b. 
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T H E  A R C H A E O L O G Y  OF W A T E R F O R D  

V: RALLY LOUGH ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT: A PRELIMINARY REPORT 

by S tan ton  Green and Marek Zve leb i l  

Tntroduc t i o n :  

This  summer we have begun a sys temat ic  s tudy of  t h e  e a r l y  
p r e h i s t o r i c  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t he  Waterford e s t u a r y  a r ea  (Fig.  l ) 
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Meso l i t h i c  hunt ing  and ga the r ing ,  
7 0 0 0 H .  C .  - 3500 B. C .  ) ancl e a r l y  Neo l i t h i c  (predominantly farming, 
j500  H.C. - 2500 B.C. ) time per iods  (F ig .2) .  This  f i r s t  summer's 

\%ark i s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a comprehensive sur3ey of the a rea  i n  
-.print,, 1984. The Bally Lough Archaeological  P ro j ec t  ,named a f t e r  
t llc l a k e  which i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  the  c e n t e r  po r t i on  of the  p r o j e c t  
i S ,  is he ing sponsored j o i n t l y  by the  Univers i ty  of  South 
': l r o l i n a  d n d  t he  Un ive r s i t y  of S h e f f i e l d  wi th  g ran t  funding from 
t l ~ r  I lni  tec! S t  ~ t e s  Nat ional  Endowment f o r  t he  Humanities and the  
h~nr l r r -Cren  Foundation f o r  Anthropological  research .  The p r o j e c t  
i 3 heing conducted i n  coord ina t ion  wi th  P ro fe s so r  P e t e r  Woodman 'S 

com~~rehens ive  s tudy  of sou thern  I r e l a n d  and i s  meant t o  complement 
h i s  work i n  the  Youghal and Cork a reas .  This  a r t i c l e  in t roduces  
t t ~ e  o b j e c t i v e s  and methods of the  p r o j e c t  and r e p o r t s  the  r e s u l t s  , 

of '  t h i s  summer's work. We begin wi th  the  reasons  f o r  t h i s  study.  

iqhv Study the  Ea r ly  P r e h i s t o r y  of Southeas t  I r e l a n d ?  
L 

To a n  a r chaeo log ica l  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  e n t h u s i a s t  i t  may seem 
unlle(*essary t o  ask t h i s  ques t ion .  But, i n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  a r e  s eve ra l  
s p e c i a l  r easons  f o r  our  i n t e r e s t  and study,which may se rve  t o  
h i g h l i g h t  the  importance of t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of I r e l a n d  t o  t he  
~ i r c h a e o l o g i s t  and t o  European p reh i s to ry .  

Our own a rchaeo log ica l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  the  a r ea  d e r i v e  from our 
concern w i t h  t h e  c o l o n i z a t i o n  and spread of people i n  nor thern  
a n d  western  Europe a f t e r  t he  l a s t  i c e  age (known a s  t he  pos t  - 
g l a c i a l  p e r i o d ) ,  and the  subsequent development and spread of 
farming. A s  an i s l a n d , I r e l a n d  p r e s e n t s  an inva luab le  ca se  f o r  
s t u d i e s  of co lon iza t ion .  I ts boundaries a r e  c l e a r l y  def ined  ( a t  
l e a s t  s i n c e  t he  land  br idge  t o  B r i t a i n  was breached)  and t h e r e f o r e  
the  movement of  people ,animals  and p l a n t s  a r e  e a s i e r  t o  d e f i n e  
than i n  a r e a s  which do not  have such c l e a r  geographical  boundaries.  
The s o u t h e a s t  of I re land,moreover ,has  been considered a  l a t e  a r e a  
of s e t t l e m e n t  -- a s  P e t e r  Woodman noted e a r l i e r  i n  h i s  DECIES paper. 
Yet i t  is  the  type of e s t u a r y  environment i n  which p o s t - g l a c i a l  
furAging s o c i e t i e s  ( i . e .Meso l i t h i c  s o c i e t i e s )  s e t t l e d  throughout 
Europe (and North America f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ) .  Whether people s e t t l e d  
i n  s o u t h e a s t  I r e l a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  Mesol i th ic ,and i f  so ,  wsen and 
how they  s e t t l e d ,  a r e  ques t ions  which must be answered i n  o r d e r  t o  
understand t h e  e a r l y  p r e h i s t o r y  of I r e l a n d  and western  Europe. 

Thz s tudy  of  t he  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  t i e s  i n t o  the  q u e s t i o n  of 
p r e h i s t o r i c  farming i n  I r e l and .  T r a d i t i o n a l  thought has  been t h a t  
bo th  t h e  i d e a s  and m a t e r i a l s  f o r  farming were brought i n  by the  
N e o l i t h i c  people from B r i t a i n  and t h e  con t inen t .  But r e c e n t  s tudy  
i n  Kerry ( ~ y n c h  1981) and a t  t h e  Carrowmore s i t e  i n  S l i g o  - 
( ~ u r e n h u l  t 1980) sugges t s  t h a t ,  perhaps,  farming began e a r l i e r  i n  
I r e l a n d  than  u s u a l l y  thought and a l s o  t h a t  t h e  n a t i v e  Mesol i th ic  



populations may have played a role in its development. In other 
wards,local socgal and economic deve1,opments may have affected 
the adoption of farming. To draw upon a possible analogy,up 
until recently agriculture in North America has been thought to 
be the result of the introduction of "Ipabze from Mexico. Within 
the past 5-10 years ~arohaeologists have come to realize that 
farming in the southedstern United Sbates preceded much, if not 
all, of the maize far&ing in the Ameripan southwest; and that 
native southeastern Tjldi~na farmed l q p 1  plmts before they planted 
maize. One ultimate,objeotive of our: project ii to sort out 
the contribution of native and foreiq elements to the development 
of farming cultures in Ireland. This will be done through the 
combined study of the sektlement ( w h e ~ e  sites are located), 
technology (the types of tools which were used) and environment 
(the study of fbrests through pollen analysis). 

A study of the southeast of-1reland is also essential for 
historica: and preservation reasons. Little of the early 
prehistory of the are& is known and; thus the study of it is in 
itself justified ,par&icularly so in the light of modern .land 
development which threatens the archaeological record of the area. 
The best way to conserve the archaeology of the area is to develop 
a comprehensive picture of what we know exists. This, in turn . 
will allow us to protect known sites gnd predict where other 
materials may exist. In this way, rescue of threatened archae- 
ological materials can be made most efkective. 

Fieldwalking and Background Study: 

We set out this summer to learn about this area - particularly 
about conditions for research here. Learning about an area from 
an archaeological point of view involves several aspects. First, 
and of utmos t importance, is learning about local archaeological 
knowledge. How much do people in the a?ea know about where sites 
exist,where they might exist,and what artifacts have been 
recovered ? Although fieldwalking,especially for flints, has only 
recently been introduced to the area by Professor Woodman,we have 
had several very productive talks with Des Cowman,Don Holman and 
Noel McDonagh and other members of the OWS about the archaeology 
of the area. 

In addition to this,our aims were ( 1 )  to map the pattern of 
land use in the research area in order to locate arable lands and 
prepare for a Spring survey and (2) to identify stone age sites 
through fieldwalking recently ploughed fields. 

A comprehensive fieldwalking survey involves systematic 
walking of ploughed fields in a manner which can yield a 
representative sample of sites and artifacts in the project area. 
It follows that,in order to design s u q  a survey (known asWsurface 
collecting" in archaeologic'al it is necessary to .find 
out about the distribution of arable land. A major part of our 
time this summer, therefore, was spent in driving and walking across 
the countryside in order to map arablebailage and pasture lands. 
The ploughing schedule of aach of tyaes of land will set the 
limits for a spring survey planned arch/~~ril 1984. 

Our field oboervations have. bedn bugmanted by information from 
local residents,and by discu8siona w i *  Hr.RWdy OIBrion at ACOT in 
Waterford who told us rboup, the g m n e a  paffiimo of farmigg in "tho 
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area. On the basis of all this information we will be able to 
design prime areas for the comprehenbive survey in the Spring. 

Some of the fields in the area have been recently ploughed, 
providing us with ground visibility, We have walked these fields 
this summer in order to discover evidgnce of stone age settlement. 
Since the presence of earlier Stone Age in the Waterford area wae 
suspected but not yet fully demonstrated (see Woodman 1983),we 
wanted to convince ourselves that we could make a good cast3 for 
tl~e presence of Vsolithic and ear3k4*Neolithic settlement in the 
are r . Moreover, since some of these 'f%&lds are being sown for 
silage, they yill not be ploughed ag&a for another 4-5 years.Apart 
from walking about 30 fields oureelvel,we have also enjoyed two 
fieldwalking sessions with members of the Old Waterford Society, 
with the result that our sample of flint'artifacts has been 
enlarged by severa& hundred pieces (the first auting .with the OWS 
yielded over 200 artifacts : ). 

RESULTS OF THLS SUMMER'S WORK 

Itesearch Conditions in the Area: - .-. 
To begin with,our summer work has shown that the conditions 

for future research are excellent in fhe Waterford area. Local 
interest, knowledge and supportare very s trong, and theee are 
essential ingredients for any archae~logical project. Secondly, 
l5-20~/6 of the area is being planted annually. This arable land ie 
distributed over different typee of environment, so we. can look 
forward to plenty of ploughed fields3in the spring as a basis for 
our comprehensive survey. Third, fieldyalking ploughed fields in 
this area has yielded results in the form of flint tools and other 
artifacts which far exceeded our expectations. 

Material Recovered : 

We have located 29 sites which have been identified by stone 
artifacts. Stone artifacts are defined ae any piece of stone which 
shows signs of being intentionally hand-struck. Initially, these can 
be divided into cores - (the original flint nodules from which 
flakes are struck), and the flakes themeelvee (the pieces of stone 
removed from a core) (I?ig.3). Both cores and flakes can then be 
further modified to form specific tools such as scrapers,blades, 
knives,engravers and awls. 

The most common material used for stone tool making is flint. 
This 13 because it has a tiny cryetaline structure and therefore it 
breaks in a predictable way and forms very sharp edges. Other 
materials such as rhyolite,slate and even quartzite were afeo used 
to make stone tools. 

The material we have collected includes many examples of these 
types of artifacts and materials. -ing that Stone Age sites 
exist in Waterford then leads to'tha v r a  6pecific question of 
dating these sites to cultural perioda. PaCer Woodman's work in 
southern Ireland suggests the existenam of Hasolithic and Neolithic 
settlement. Our fieldwork added to this ovidance. Before our vork 
approximately 1 0  flint artifacts vare recovered in the area- we 
recovered clobe to 700. Certaih tfiag of fgdrmm,corer and tool+ a r m  
thought to be from particular periodr,but~booatpme the mouthewt of 
Ireland has aot baan survayed previo& it. $m Yifrioult- to b. -re 
than suggestive about the dating of -m we hawe thum far dirac+asud. 
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CULTURE PERIOD 

Ogham Stones ) 

Iron Age 

Bronze Age 

New Grange Passage Grave 

Earl ies t  Megaliths 

Earl ies t  pollen evidence of 
farming 

Late Mesolithic 

Early) Mesolithic -- e a r l i e s t  
s e t t l e r s  i n  Treland 

Chronology for  Prehistoric Treland. 

Figure 3. Typical'flake w i t h  bulb of percussion and 
arrow denoting strikiry platfom (a). Typical core (b). 



It  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b u i l d  up a l a r g e  collec&i.on o f  a r t i f a c t s  i n  
o r d e r  t o  s e e  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of a r t i f a c t  t y p e s  which e x i s t  w i t h i n  
s i t e s  and between s i t e s .  One M e s o l i t h i c  - look ing  t o o l  would n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  a  s i t e  i s  M e s o l i t h i c , s i n c e  many t y p e s  of 
a r t i f a c t s  were used th rough  l o n g  p e r i o d s  of p r e h i s t o r y .  If, 
however , l a rge  numbers of M e s o l i t h i c  f l a k e s  o r  c o r e s  a r e  found 
a t  a  s i t e  o r  i n  a r e g i o n ,  t h i s  would be  a  good i n d i c a t i o n  of  
M e s o l i t h i c  s e t t l e m e n t .  

Over t h e  n e x t  few months we w i l l  be a n a l y s i n g  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n s  
t o  look f o r  such  p a t t e r n s .  However,we s t i l l  have r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  
numbers of  a r t i f a c t s  from most of t h e  s i t e s , s o  d e c i s i v e  r e s u l t s  
rnust a w a i t  o u r  s p r i n e  s u r v e y  and i t s  subsequen t  a n a l y s i s .  We can 
h o w r v ~ r  d i s c u s s  i n  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  way some p a r t i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l s  we 
i i . 3 ~ ~  f ouncl . 

.At t h i s  p o i n t  i t  seems t h a t  we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
w a y s  of  making s t o n e  t o o l s , u s i n g  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  m a t e r i a l s  : 

( 1 )  Grey F l i n t  I n d u s t r y .  These a r e  L r t i f a c t e  made from s m a l l  o r  
'medium sized nodules  ( p e b b l e s  o r  s t o n e s )  of  g r e y  f l i n t .  The s i z e  
or these nodules  imposed l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  range  o f  t o o l s  which 
r.ould be rnade,but t h i s  r ange  i n c l u d e s  t h i n  and p a r a l l e l  b l a d e s  and 
f ' l a k e s  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no c o r t e x  ( s e e  F i g . 4 ) .  Few c o r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s m a l l e r  f l a k e s  were s t r u c k  from 
111 around t h e  c o r e .  Although some f e a t u r e s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h i s  
i ~ c i u s t r y  do o c c u r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  M e s o l i t h i c  ( i . e .  t h e  type  o f  f l a k e s  
prorforer1,broad p a r a l l e l  b l a d e s ,  ' absence  of  smal l  s c r a p e r s , t h e  
prec is ic ln  w i  t h  which t h e  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  made), i t  i s  too  e a r l y  t o  
d r te  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  wi th  any conf idence .  

( 2 )  Brown F l i n t  I n d u s t r y .  T h i s  c o n s i s t s  of  a r t i f a c t s  made from 
s m a l l  p e b b l e s  of  h e a v i l y  weathered p o o r e r  q u a l i t y  f l i n t .  A s  a  
r e s u l t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  i s  n o t  a s  h i g h  a s  t h e  g r e y  f l i n t  
i n d u 5 t r y .  Most o f  t h e  t o o l s  have l a r g e  a m a s  of c o r t e x  and s h o r t  
working edges .  Most o f  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  c o n s i s t  o f  smal l  s c r a p e r s ,  
sm3l l. b l a d e s ,  l a r g e r  t h i c k  f l a k e s ,  c o r e s  and f r a c t u r e d  p e b b l e s  which 
were no* f u r t h e r  e l a b o r a t e d .  It seemst  t h a t  t h e  s e v e r a l  methods of  
f l a k i n g  used were l a r g e l y  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  s i z e  o'f t h e  o r i g i n a l  
f l i n t  pebb le .  I n  some c a s e s  p e b b l e s  were smashed w i t h  a  hammerstone. 
T h i s  method i s  known a s  "hard hammer" d i r e c t  p e r c u s s i o n .  Other  
f l a k e s  were removed u s i n g  a  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  p r e c i s e  t echn ique  
which u t i l i z e d  a  " s o f t  hammerW,such a s  bone o r  a n t l e r .  The s o f t  
hammer could  be  s t r u c k  d i r e c t l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t o n e  c o r e , o r  a  
il;llrt~rnerstone coultl be s t r u c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  bone o r  a n t l e r  which was 
p laced  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o r e  ( a  t e c h n i q u e  c a l l e d  i n d i r e c t  p e r c u s s i o n ) .  
Cores were e i t h e r  worked around t h e i r  c i r cumference  o r  i n  some c a s e s  
from o n l y  one d i r e c t i o n .  The l a t t e r  t echn ique  produces  s o - c a l l e d  
u n i p l a n e  c o r e s  and i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  f i n a l  M e s b l i t h i c  and 
Meso-Neoli thic  t r a n s i t i o n  ( ~ i ~ .  5) .  

A t  t h i s  po in t ,we  do n o t  know i f  t h e s e  two f l i n t  i n d u s t r i e s  CO- 

e x i s t e d , o r  i f  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  two s e p a r a t e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s t ages .Both  
o f t e n  o c c u r  i n  t h e  same l o c a l i t i e s  and c e r t a i n  p a t t e r n s  o f  manufacture 
and t o o l  u s e  a r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r .  Some o v e r l a p  is t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y .  The 
p r e s e n c e  o f  s m a l l  s c r a p e r s , t h e  poor  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  h d u s t r y  and 
o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  brown f l i n t  i n d u s t r y  may have 
been developed and used l a t e r  than  t h e  g r e y  f l i n t  i n d u s t r y  - p o s s i b l y  
from t h e  end o f  t h e  M e s o l i t h i c  th rough  t o  t h e  N e o l i t h i c  and t h e  Bronze 
Age. 

A b l a d e  i s  a  f l a k e  which i s  at l e a q t  t w i c e  a8 l o n g  as i t  i s  wide. 



l a b 
Fity. 4. Grey f l i n t  i ndus t ry :  (a) core ,  (b)  b lade ,  ( c )  f l a k e .  

?ig.  5. 

Fig. 6. 

Brown flint i n d u s t r y  : (a{ core, (b)  un ip lane  core, ( c )  u t i l i zed  flake,  
(d sc raper .  

a b 

Rhpolite industry: (a) norapor, (b) core. 



( 3 ) .  R h y o l i t e  I n d u s t r y .  A t h i r d  type  of s t o n e  i n d u s t r y  makes use  
of r h y o l i t e .  T h i s  type  o f  s tone-  h a s  a l a r g e r  c r y s t a l i n e  s t r u c t u r e  
than  f l i n t  s o  i t  n e i t h e r  b r e a k s  o f f  as r e g u l a r l y  n o r  forms as s h a r p  
an edge. It h a s  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  been d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  used 
d u r i n g  t h e  S tone  Age,yet we recovered  a t  l e a s t  10 r h y o l i t e  a r t i f a c t s .  
We canno t  r e a l l y  s u g g e s t  a  t ime p e r i o d  f o r  t h e s e  t o o l s  y e t , b u t  they  
i n c l u d e  b l  rdes, s c r a p e r s ,  c o r e s  and f l a k e s  ( ~ i ~ .  6 ) .  

Fil turt? P r o s p e c t s :  

1s we have rneat ioned, the  n e x t  s t a g e  o f  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  b e  a  
c .c~rnl~rt~hcnsiv~+ f i e l d w a l k i n g  survey i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  During t h i s  t ime 
w r  \V i l l spend :-lpprox imate ly  a month wa lk ing  a s  many f i e l d s  a s  p o s s i b l e  
t t ~ r o ~ t ~ ~ l l n u t  t he  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  6 - 8 s t u d e n t s  and any and a l l  
i rltt lr .w-; t rd  Lot-a1 people .  de i n t e n d  t o  c o v e r  t h e  a r e a  ays t e m a t i c a l l y ,  
-1n17 riot j ~ ~ s t  w a l k  t h e  a r e a s  where we t h i n k  s i t e s  e x i s t .  It is j u s t  
, I +  i r r 1 1 ) o r t ~ ~ n t  to know which a r e a s  =ere  avoided by p r e h i s t o r i c  people  

i t  i s  t o  l e a r n  about  t h e  a r e a s  p r e f e r r e d  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t .  Only 
i l l  t t ~ i s  w,iy (:.an we r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  comprehensive p a t t e r n s  o f  land 
llse b y  i .a r Iy  ~ n a n .  This  w i l l ,  i n  t u r n t a l l o w  us  t o  compare t h e  
p.3tterns o f  Mesol i t h i c  and N e o l i t h i c  s e t t l e r n e n t  - an e s s e n t i a l  
el emen t i n  answer ing our  ques t i .ons  c o n c e r n i n g  c o l o n i z a t i o n  and 
farrni n c .  

S i n c e  i t  w i l l  not b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  walk e v e r y  f i e l d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  
a rea ,we w i l l  u s e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  g r i d  system a s  a gu ide  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  
a r e a  i n t o  u t l i t s , e a c h  o f  which w i l l  be  walked f o r  s i t e s .  I n  t h i s  way, 
we w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  s e e  p a t t e r n s  of  s i t e s t a r t i f a c t s  and s t o n e  
m a t e r i a l s  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a .  T h i s  survey,we h o p e t w i l l  demons t ra te  
how b o t h  h u n t e r - g a t h e r e r s  and fa rmers  used t h e  environment  i n  t h e  
Waterford a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  M e s o l i t h i c  and N e o l i t h i c  p e r i o d s  and 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of  t h e  p r e h i s t o r y  o f  I r e l a n d  and wes te rn  
E u r o p e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

I n  c l o s i n g , w e  would l i k e  t o  thank t h e  members o f  t h e  Old Waterford 
S o c i e t y  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  s u p p o r t  and i n f o r m a t i o n  which he lped  us  t o  g e t  
O f f  t o  such  a good s t a r t .  We would a l s o  l i k e  t o  thank C i a r a n  Tracey 
o f  t h e  P l a n n i n g  s e c t i o n  o f  Waterford County Counc i l ,  and Sean Diamond 
o f  t h e  S o i l  Survey,Johnstown C a s t l e  f o r  t h e i r  v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e .  
F i n a l l y , w e  wish  t o  thank Claud ia  Green and Robin Gould-Zvelebi l  f o r  
t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h .  
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Woodman, P. 1983. The E a r l y  P r e h i s t o r y  o f  Waterford.  
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POSSIBLE SOUTERRAIN AT DUNABRA'M'IN'HEAD 

by C i a r a n  M. Tracey .  

S i t e  L o c a t i o n .  Townland : - D u n a b r a t t i n .  
P a r i s h  : - Kilbarrymeaden (civil) 
Barony : - Decies  Without Drum. 
Nat .Grid:  - 247410t098780 . 
O S  Maps : - 6 " ;  - Waterford.  XXV.14.6. 

25";  P l a n  5975 - D. 

Thc f e a t u r e  i n  q u e s t i o n  i s  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  a s u b - f o r t  w i t h i n  the  
l  arc^ promontory f o r t  a t  D u n a b r a t t i n  Head. The geology o f  t h e  
promontory i s  cornpletel  y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  i n  t h a t  
l irsestontl s t r a t a s  c u t  th rough  t h e  S i l u r i a n  beds  a t  a  s t e e p  
i n c l i n a t i o n  o f  approx imate ly  45O '. These n a t u r a l  s t r a t a  a r e  ev iden t  
i s  otle l ooks  a t  t h e  rock  f a c e s  o f  t h e  c l i f f s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  
11romon t o ry .  , 

I t  i s  k n o w n  t h a t  s o u t e r r a i n s  a r e  commonly found w i t h i n  f o r t s .  
W 11:it i s  t h e  ev idence  t h a t  t h i s  f e a t u r e  found w i t h i n  t h e  s u b - f o r t  IS  

in  f a c t  a s o u t e r r a i n  ? The a t t a c h e d  c r o s s - s e c t i o n s  a n d  l o n g ; i t u d i n a l  
s e c t i o n  show t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e .  A s  can  be seen  from 
t h c s a  c-lirr~rams t h e  " f l o o r "  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e  s l o p e s  away a t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  
c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  s h a l l o w  a n g l e .  T h i s  " f l o o r "  i s  n o t  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  
"sor~terr ;r in"  i r l  t h a t  i t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a g r e a t  amount o f  fill  and 
p r a s s y  growth.  S i m i l a r l y  t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e  were g r e a t l y  
overgrown and t h e  " s i d e  w a l l s "  o f  exposed rock  were o n l y  a p p a r e n t  i n  
~1 l i m i  t e d  number o f  l o c a t i o n s .  T h i s  rock ,where  exposed,  showed t h e  
s t r a t a  o f  rock  i n c l i n i n g  a t  t h e  a n g l e  r e f e r r e d  t o  above. 

T t  i s  t h e  shaped n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  s i d e  w a l l s  which is  i n d i c a t i v e  
of  the f e a t u r e  b e i n g  a  c o l l a p s e d  " s o u t e r r a i n " .  O 'R io rda in  s t a t e s  
l h a t  on o c c a s i o n s  s o u t e r r a i n s  were "cu t  i n  rock ,  though n o t  i n  t h e  
h a r d e r  v a r i e t i e s ,  b u t  i n  t h o s e  s h a l e s  and s a n d s t o n e s  where the,  
b e d d i n e  makes i t  a c o m p a r a t i v e l y  e a s y  t a s k  t o  remove t h e  rock  i n  
€1 +ltcsu2.  The geology o f  t h e  s i t e  would make t h i s  method o f  
c o n ~ c r u c t i o n  v e r y  p r a c t i c a l .  The open n a t u r e  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e  does  n o t  
m i t i g a t e  a g a i n s t  i t s  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a s o u t e r r a i n .  S o u t e r r a i n s  
are known t o  have had t i m b e r  r o o f s .  I n  County Cork a t  B a l l y c a t t e e n  
f o r t  e x c a v a t i o n  h a s  shown t h a t  a  t i m b e r  r o o f , i n c o r p o r a t i n g  u p r i g h t  
pu-, t s ,  WYAS used t o  c o v e r  t h e  s o u t e r r a i n . 3  The w i d t h  o f  t h e  opening,  
p a r t i c u l q r l y  towards t h e  lower  end,  is  such  t h a t  i t  would be  
r e l a t i v e l y  s i m p l e  t o  span  t h e  s o u t e r r a i n .  Indeed t h e  l o w e s t  p a r t  
of  t h e  f e a t u r e ,  a t  t h e  t ime o f  e x c a v a t i o n ,  was r o o f e d  w i t h  oyergrown 
g r a s s ,  c r e a t i n g  a c a v e r n  1 .5 rne-83 l o n g ,  0.9 metmy wide and 1 .6  
m e t e r s  deep .  

The n a t u r e  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e ,  w i t h  it.8 u n i f o r m l y  shaped s i d e  
w a l l s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s o l i d  end w a l l  would assist i n  l e s s e n i n g  t h e  
l i k e l i h o o d  o f  t h i s  f e a t u r e  b e i n g  mere ly  a n a t u r a l  f a u l t  i n  t h e  rocks .  
The p r o x i m i t y  o f  t h e  end w a l l  t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  c l i f f  i s  s o  s h o r t  
t h a t  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  how a f a u l t  would n o t  n a t u r a l l y  
have  r u n  a  c o u r s e  t o  t h e  c l i f f  f a c e .  





p u r t l ~ e r  t o  t h e  n l r e a d y  ment ioned e v i d e n c e ,  t h e  promontory 
f'ort w i t h i n  which t h e  f e a t u r e  l i e s ,  would be contemporaneous w i t h  
thtl p e r i o d  d u r i ~ ~ g  which s o u t c r ~ a i n s  were i n  common usage .  The 
! ) O S S  i b i l  i t y  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e  hav ing  been formed by n a t u r a l  f o r c e s  
c , innot  be r u l e d  o u t  a s ,  when t h e  s i t e  was i n s p e c t e d ,  a . l a r g - e  meta l  
probe ,  nppro\:irn--itel y l .  L'2~n.  l ong ,  was d r i v e n  i n t o  t h e  f l o o r  i n  a  
nrlrnbcr o f  l o c a t i o n s  and s o l i d  rock  was n o t  enoountered, However, 
c-iven n n a t u r a l  f a u l t  of  a s u i t a b l e  s i z e  and dimensions, t h e  
1 7 c > s s i h i l i t v  of  si1c~11 n f e a t u r e  b e i n g  modif ied  f o r  use as a  
t r n  ct3nnot be r u l e d  o u t  e i t h e r .  

rn  I -onc l r i - io t~  i t  is t h e  a u t h o r ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  wh i l e  i t  i s  
n.,t ! ) o i = i b l p  to ( I ~ c l a r e  t h e  f e a t u r e  t o  be p b s i t i v e l y  a s o u t e r r a i n ,  
f i i r t t 1 c . r  e u , ~ r r i  i r l ; l  t i on :if t e r  t h e  c l  eari .qe o f  overgrowth and f i l l  

I l I rtsvcal t h e  f e a t u r e  t o  be one i n  f a c t .  

REFERENC ES : 
1. Geological Survey of County Waterford, Bheat 178 
2. OqRiordain, S.P., pn t i su i t ies  - of the I r i s h  Countrsside, p.28. 3. idem. 

ABOVE: Si t e  map of Promontory Port at Dumbrattin. 
OVER: Sectione acroee the poaeible emterrain.  

T.D. - Temporary D B h m  (an &bit- point taken f o r  the purpoee of th i8  
m e w r e n a t ,  not re la ted t o  0.9. re fennce   point^) 

L/Rhs' g1 - Lef t /r ight hand eide, ground lersl. 



mf : MEDIEVAL FLOOR TILES FROM THE FRANCISCAN FRIARY ,WATERFORD. 

b y  John  Uradley  

T l ~ e  twenty  f i v e  medieval.  f l . o o r  t i l e  f r agmen t s  which a r e  now 
~-c>ncrc?ted i n t o  t h e  b a c ; ~  o f  L11e F r a n c i s c a n  F r i a r y  tower  were found 
i t 1  t I I P  c:ourse i)f recerr t.' c o n s e r v a t i o n .  work by+. t he .  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  
i iorks .  Nohe was ,found i n  sitt.1 and a l l  a r e  i n  a f r a g m e n t a r y  
r . o n r l i .  t i o n .  '1Lo p h t  t e r n s  a r e  p r e s e n t  , t o g e t h e r  w i t h  p l a i n  g r e e n  and 
w t t  i 1;t. c.ol. ir~~r-e~i t i.1 es , inti i : c a t i n g  t h a t  a -  c o l o u r f u l  pavement ' o-nce 
I ~ I I I I I I ~ I  t i t  ~ r h  Most o f  thG f r a g m e n t s  a p p e a r  t o  come frorn 
1 r  t -i.1 c?; v i tl-I 5 i d e s ,  a b o u t :  1  ?5-127plm. i n  1 ,ength b u t  two were 
1 1 ~ - ~ 0 t ~ ; ~ b l y  rchc.t;>ngul:lr. . Tl~kke  1 i t  t e r  p i e c e s  have rnaxirnum e x t a n t  
t r t > . ~ i i i ~ l r t ? n l ~ ~ i t : s  o f  l(;,':xc)ihnrl~. and l'rOx1251nrn. , and may have rnensured 
I l?Osl  ?5mrn. 0r . i~o~ina l1 .y .  Tt, i s  most l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  would have 
l i 6 ' f - ' l l  1 j 5 e r I  ; I S  pi?rt: o f  : I  b o r d e r  . j epr i ra t ing  one t i l e  p a n e l  from 
- c  L ' C h r t  f a b r i c  i s  o f  ;I piriky r e d  co l .our  where v i s i b l e  b u t  t h e  
I I i I f r e  t. i 1f.i- i I i O S  i l o r  S i t  impossih1.e t o  measure\  
I lit! i r t.11 i c . : l c r l c > 5 s  or t > x : r r l l  i ~ ~ c  t.l:t? f a b r i c  c lose ly - .  

I - c, - .  1 i ncb i ~ n p r t h s . s ~ c l .  F1 r u r - r l c - l i s ,  f l a n k e d  on e . lch s i d e  b y  a  
c l u ~ t r . c ~ f o i l  w i t h i n  i r  c i r c - l e , a n d  s p r i n g i n g  from a n  a r c  
w h i c h  c n c l o s v s  a smal l  c i r c l e  i n  t h e  c o r n e r .  P a r t  o f  
:I f o u r - t  i 1 c  p a n e l .  Two f r a g m e n t s ;  one w i t h  t r a c e s  o f  
? . c ~ l l o w  e ; l a z e , t h e  o t h e r  l-rrown ( s e e  accompan37in~ f j g u r e , t o p ) .  

* t  - 7 , . L i n e  impressed .  Cross f l  e u r 6 e  centrrjl1.y p l aced  , q u a r t e r  
r i r c l e s  w i t h  pendant  t r e f o i l s  i n  t h e  c o r n e r s .  P a r t  o f  a 
n i n e - t i l e  p a n e l .  Three  f r a g r n e n t s , a l l  w i t h  y e l l o w  g l a z e  
( s e e  accompanying f i g u r e , b o t t o m ) .  

- l .  P l a i n  green , for rned  by p l a c i n g  a  d a r k  g l a z e  on t o p  o f  a w h i t e  
clbay s l i p .  F i v e  f r agmen t s .  

1 1  - 2 3 .  P l a i n  yel low,forrned by p l a c i n g  a  c l e a r  g l a z e  o v e r  a s l i p  
o f  w h i t e  c l a y .  Three  f r agmen t s .  

1 4 -  2 5 .  Twelve f r agmen t s  frorn t i l e s  o f  i n d e t e r m i n a t e  t y p e ;  among 
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  two f r a g m e n t s  o f  r e c t a n g u l a r  t i l e s .  

The l i n e - i m p r e s s e d  t i l e s  a r e  o f  a  t y p e  which became p o p u l a r  i n  
I r e l a n d  and B r i t a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  They were 
manufac tu red  by  s t a m p i n g  wet  c l a y  w'ith t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  of  t h e  t i l e ,  
c o v e r i n g  t h e  s u r f a c e  w i t h  g l a z e  and t h e n  f i r i n g  t h e  t i l e s  i n  a k i l n .  
The two d e s i g n s  a r e  p a r a l l e l l e d  e x a c t l y  by  t i l e s  on d i s p l a y  i n  
C h r i s t  Church C a t h e d r a l ,  Wate r fo rd ,  which  w e r e  found i n  t h e  Deanery 
Yard. T h e y ' a r e  a l s o  p a r a l l e l l e d  i n  Rothe House Museum, Ki lkenny,  
among t i l e s  which formed p a r t  of t h e  o l d  Ki lkenny  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
S o c i e t y ' M u ~ e u m . ~  These a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  have  come from S t . C a n i c e l s  
C a t h e d r a l ,  K i l k e n n y  b u t  t h e r e  is  no  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e  - 
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8 , r i 1 )  ~ r r l r .  c , f  the sevvn teen  t i l e s  in  t h e  Hothe House c o l l e c t i o n  i s  
i l l ~ ~ . ; t r - ~ i  Led b y  Graves and Prim i n  t h e i r  accoun t  o f  t h e  t i l e s  from 
S t .  Sat)  i r e  ' 5  C a  t h e d r i ~ l .  Indeed,  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  t h e  Rothe 
f!o~~qe t i  l e a  t o  t h e  Waterford examples s u g g e s t s  t o  me t h a t  t h e y  
I n , ~ y  w e )  l h e  the  t i l e s  from t h e  F r a n c i s c a n  F r i a r y  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  
n i l k e n n y  A r c h a e o l o ~ i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1852 by t h e  Dean o f  Waterford.  3 
Tile dinlens ions  o f  t h e  Hothe House t i l e s  a r e  a l s o  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h e  p r e s e n t  o n e s ,  b e i n e  s q u a r e s  o f  1 2 3  and 127 mm. w i t h  t h i c k n e s s e s  
o f  1 8 . 5  and 23 mm. The p l a c e  o f  manufac ture  o f  t h e  t i l e s  remains 
~~rlknown b u t  i t  i s  q ~ i i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e y  were made i n  Waterford 
i t s e l f .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  no t i l e  k i l n s  a r e  known i n  I r e l a n d  and 
t h i s  h i n d e r s  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  where t h e y  were made. 

1 .  Kj.lkenny A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  Nos. 1228b, 1228d. 

2. No.l228a, a l i o n  mask w i t h i n  q u a r t e r  c i r c l e , i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  
i n  Graves ,  J. and Prim, J .G.A.  ,' The h i s t o r y ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
and a n t i q u i t i e s  o f  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  Church o f  S t .  Canice ,Ki lkenny 
l ~ u b l i n , 1 8 5 7 ) ,  p l a t e  opp. p.77. T h i s  d e s i g n  i s  a common one,  
However, and i t s  o c c u r r e n c e  i n  t h e  Rothe House c o l l e c t i o n  may 
b e  e n t i r e l y  f o r t u i t o u s .  

3. J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  Royal S o c i e t y  of A n t i q u a r i e s  o f  I r e l a n d  2  
(1852 - 53), 201. 





OLD WATERFORD SOCIETY, SURVEY. 

AIMS AND SCOPE 

The primary aim of this survey is to 'record field monuments 
(i.e. sites and structures which are evidence of past settlement 
activity) in the Waterford ar-ea and to publish details of their 
position and present state in DECIES as a register for the future 
and as a present facility for members of the Old Waterford Society. 
This has been carried out by volunteers from within the O.W.S. who 
have surveyed known sites and investigated possible ones within 
their chosen civil parishes. 

These civil parishes not only provided convenient sized units 
but also historieal validity,being divisions of land settlement and 
administration since Norman times. As no maps of parishes or of , 
townlands were available (although Waterford County Council have 
since compiled such maps-) and so it was deemed useful to publish 
these as part of the survey. Their compiling,however,has led to 
consideration of the historical authenticity of some of these 
parishes and townlands,the relationship between their boundaries 
and local topography,existing roads,comparative sizes,etc..Also, 
as sites are plotted on maps,various settlement patterns will emerge. 

Thus the original concept has grown to embrace other fields of 
enquiry many of which can only be satisfied by archaeological 
investigation and historical research. To republish even the 
limited amount of what is already available would be a formidable 
task and somewhat pointless because it would be selective. What 
follows therefore is little more than a description and location of 
field monuments in the eastern maritime parishes of County Waterford. 
As the survey progresses,various settlement patterns will be commented 
on.Perhaps when the survey is eventually completed the parts can be 
put together into a single publication with such addenda and 
amendations as may later emerge ( - and here readers are asked for 
their comments on this part of the survey), along with unpublished 
relevant materia1,such as - 
a) Listing of investigations in each parish by the Monuments Division 
of the Board of Works,b) Listing of finds in each area recorded by the 
Nat iona) Museum, c) Ordnance Survey field Name books (microfilm, 
N.L.I.) d) Aerial photographs showing crop-marks,earthworks,etc.! 
e) the various ecclesiastical surveys of 17th & 18th centuriasCgivlng 
details of churches), f) field names and other local appellations, 
g) structures of architectural (rather than purely"historical] . 
importance, h) detailed maps such as Grand Jury maps,estate maps,and 
any other unpublished material descriptive or illustrative of the 
monuments as they were in the past, 

Such an eventual publicatTon ~ u I d  have to be the effort of manr, 
but a start has now been made. Thanks are due to+ :. 

Mr.J.S.Carrol1 who drew the-ups nnU p h n r  as well as. 
surveying Crook, Kilcop and Kil.macomb. 
Mr. Don Holman for his sunray M krtbni~ylm and for h- 
suggestions relating to other pat&&br. 



M r .  Aus t in  Duncan f o r  h i s  survey of K i l l e a .  

Messrs .  F r a n c i s  O 'Ne i l l  and J i m  O'Meara f o r  t h e i r  
survey  of F a i t h l e g g e  and K i l l  S t .  Nicholas .  

M r .  Noel Cass idy  took  t h e  photographs and thanks  a l s o  t o  
Waterford County Council  f o r  permiss ion  t o  reproduce t h e l r  
a e r i a l  photographs.  

"Decie" a c c e p t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  any i n f e l i c i t i e s  by 
omission,  i n s e r t i o n s  01- i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a r i s i n g  from e d i t o r i a l  
s t a n d a r d i z a r i o n .  However, t h e  Report  S h e e t s  f i l l e d  i n  by each 
surveyor  have been p l aced  i n  t h e  Waterford Room of Waterford 
Municipal  L i b r a r y  where they  may be c o n s u l t e d .  

WlWQlCHI: Since the last descriptive work on county hterfoord waa that done by 

C-n P. Power c. 1900 and ndvioed by bi. in t b  1910.. all  m p m ~ . n c e d  

nferencee~ a m  t o  hi8 Tha m c c l m e 8  01 b o i e 8 ,  CO*. 1952 which hr. a ~ u m p e  



of t h i e  an8  and i t8  
r ich sgriculturrl  land th t  itham 
would be p len t i fu l  eridance of 
settlement f ro8  neo-lithic tima. 
on - 8ee Green and *alabIl, thim 
issue. The number of su r r i r ing  
f i e l d  monuments, howevar, i 8  

the evidence of preriou8 p-8. 
thus the competitive a#ricultum 
of post-B.B.C. Ireland s e a u  to  
have cleared from ham not only 
ring f o r t s ,  but f i e l d  ditch.., 
habitationr,  religloue site.  & 
l o c d  mnnufacturiea . 

Vhat i a  recorded in the 

the  chance a u n i r o n  - w u t h a r  
through location on u m l o u  laad, 
through l o c d  r anan t ion ,  becaum 
of sol,id maes o r  recent abmdo~man 



THE CIVIL PARISHES OF CROOK AND KILCOP 

Bal lydavid and Carr icksaggar t - ni l  . 
Cool tegan - "subterranean passaget lment ioned by Power ,gone. 

Crook - A) Castle: only one corner of Knight s ~ e l a r  'S castle remains. 
Dewils as per sketch. 

B) Church: east wall of medieval parish church still stands ivy covered 
with three lancet w ~ w s ~ l u s  portions of- other walls (see plan,elevation and 
section). Burials within church have raised f h r  level about 1 meter above 
surrounding c w t a r y .  No evidence of nave-chancel division. No traces of tower 
a t  north-east angle mentioned by Power. Interesting stoup running through 
thickness of south wall. 

- 

C) Well: Approx. 107m. south south east 
of Crook church but possibly belonging -to the 
castle. In open fieldsnow dried up but with 
same kerbing intact. Known locally as 
St.Johnfs Well. 

D) W i n d m i l l :  No documentary evidence about 
this but its ~ i t i n g ~ s t r u c t u r e  and local 
tradition suggest present 'hins to be a w i n d m i l l  
(see sections plans and elevations). Rough stone 
builts53m.diameter internally and about 6Om. to  
highest point remaining. Walls about Im. thick. - 
S e a s  to have been deliberately partly 
demolished. 

Dromina - No present survivals of the following 
mentioned by Power 

i )  Rath atLeacht ok Giant's Grave. 
ii)Meadow of the Heards in which were found 
"a number of lnrman skulls broken swords etc.". 
i i i )  "Prehis toric shell-moundtt . 

became separate parish for a while post 1650. Early church s i t e  traced by 
not now discernable. 

Knockparson - ni l .  , 

Newtown -A) Geneva hrracks: Already well mapped and history outlined. Perimeter wall 
m intact with bastions surviving a t  three of the fuur corners,tbugh these are 
not fully borded in to the walls and mst have been added af ter  comrqsion to 
barracks c. 1798 although defensive, role not clear a s  loops .and cwer of walls 
inadequate. Walls now 3 t o  4 m. high but top Im. l a te r  addition. Wins  of 
terrace of buildings parallel to north wall in which is entrance gate. About 8m. 
outside north w a l l  ,parallel to  it runs thin second mlt . Two staray barrack-like 
building intact in S.E. corner. 

Raheen - ni l .  







Chee oint:- Village: L i t t l e  is mw evident of the failed caherc ia l  and 
-52- 1 us t r ia l  enterprise of Cornelius Bolton in  the la te-  18th century. The three 
storey "Bolton's Inn" has recently been refurbished as a private dwelling. There 
is a local tradition that linen drying took place in the f ie ld  nearby. A green 
called "The Rookery" was reputedly used for stretching ropes and the name 'The 
Rope Walk" is still applied to the pat$ along- the river. Approximately 
contgnporary may have been the nearby coast guard 'houses and the %atchtowerm on 
the h i l l  to the cwt. South of the village is the abandoned "St.Ledger % Quay". 
Further historical research is needed to  reveal the background to t h i s  area, 

There is no sign of the "motte" mentioned by Power, 

Coolbunia- A) Castle: L i t t l e  more than a heap of rubble 
now remains of the Aylward cast le so that i ts  s b p e  and 
dimensions are undiscernable. 

B) Motte: the predecessor of the cast le 
ironically stands intact though tree covered nearby 
though the bailey is gone. 

C) church: strangely neither modem church nor 
older ruins of Faithlegg church are i n  their eponymous 
townland. The nave walls of the ruin are almost intact 
and measure 6m. by 1h. approx. . The door i n  the m a t  
gable i s  of well cut sandstone with stone hinge 
arrangements on each side. Above is a twin belfry. A 
second door on the north wall seems to be a la ter  
imertion and there are twu window opes in  each side wall. 
A good sandstone rounded arch leads into the chancel 

iich measures Sm. by 6.5m. approx. , Its gable has a 
m c e t  window but much of its north w a l l  has recently 
,llapsed. A granite font,about 35cm. diameter is now 

r l i i t  into the roadside wall of the churchyard. 

D) Old Quays: Several possible ramants bt the most northerly $S still 
-,-latively intact and known as  Barron (Wwmd") @ay. No road leads to  it so it 
:;; be connected with the slate/Shale quarry nearby. 

:.aithle;s- .--- - Wells: of the three recorded by Power,only the one opposite the church 
&;,pear:-: to exist. He ca l l s  it Tobarshionnag but strangely it is now Mwn as 
5 1:. I t a  5 we14 - a very camon name for wells i n  the county. 

Xilcullm - i) Church s i te :  The "overgrown patch in  a field" stated by Power to be 
G e  s i t e  of Cu;lenls church renains unploughed and is known as  the Lios Field. 
Insufficient evidence of shape or structure have survived. 



Above : 

Below : 

Aylward motte at Coolbunia. What looks lik an embankment xuns arotrnd 

the top. ' 50 m. t o  t henor th  the  one remai- ing w a l l  of the  Aylward 

c a s t l e  supports  the  rubble c f  the ?eat which has been made i n t o  a 

rock garden. 

West gable of Fa i th legg  church with d e t a i l  of blocked up window 

on ~011th w a l l .  



THE CNIL PARISH OF KILLEA 

Ballymabin, Coxtown - n i l  

Creadan A) "Forty Steps", a series of steps cut into old red sandstone slope from 
grass level t o  low t ide ,  near northern end of Creadan peninsula. Steps abciut h. 
wide,quite regularly se t ,  some eroded but most quite sharp. No sign of dock 
fac i l i ty .  Difficult  t o  date or account for .  

Dumore - A) Dun, a t  Shanoon: l a s t  remnants of mbanlanent levelled to  form car 
p a r k r  harbour i n  1970's. 

B) Round Tower, a t  Laweesh: This i s  about 13m. diameter and about lb. 
high without roof. Walls about h. thick,seven window slits a t  di3ferent heights. 
Door ope about h.wide arched above, on'east. Same of conglanerate stone 
masonry eroded but age di f f icul t  t o  ascertain. Doesn't seem t o  feature in  
medieval documents 1250-1350, but cas t le  i n  ruins shqwn on 1840 O.S. map. I t  has 
not been possible t o  gain irccess to view internal features. 

Fornaght , Graigariddy , Killawlin - n i l .  
I ' d  

Killea A) Medieval church s i t e  and 
tower: Outline only of church now 
vis ib le  running east-west 16m. by h.. 
Adjoining it a t  north eastern corner is 
the remains of three storey tower with 
northwall  intact  (thoughcrackedfmm 1 
top to bottom) about 13m. high, 4 by 3 m. , 
base. Part of vaulting w e r  g r d  floor : 
ranains. Seems to  be for t i f ied  
presbyhery 
Kilf ane . Stradbally and 

hoca-currin. - ni l .  R 
KnockaveeliSh A) Old Road: c c n t h i n g  
ran Harristown (q.v.) and still 

:onning parish boundary, w i t h  Ballyglan (gee gill St. A * h D l u f .  Rut -ks frpl 
cartwheels still clear on exposed suds-. 



Licaun - t'Cillin'' and "Bullan" identified by Power could not be located. 
___C 

Le rstown_- The "considerable area of Camnonage" mentioned by Pcder is now a 
h t  of 15 - 20 acres,boggy and inaccessable, covered in gorse and scrub 
with waterfilled hollows from which yellow clay was extracted. 

Portal1 - A) Earthen mqund, much overgrown about 3m.high and 2 h .  diameter.Sems 
l+ to e a man-made feature , but  use indeternined. 

THE CIVIL PARISH OF KILL ST.NICHOIAS 

Ball canavan - A] House: the ruins of a f ive  bay house c.1800 are conjoined to -5i- a tower Ouse c.lSth century, the entire frontage facing the river. Internally 
the tower measures 3 .521~  by 5.15m. and the walls are 1.65m.thick.- Its height 
has been altered to  codorm with the-later  house (two stories) and there is 
much brick i n f i l l .  The ranains of wicker centering are visible under modern 
plaster in  ope on north wall. The o r i g i ~ l  
door may have been in  south-west 
adjoining mural passage partly blocked 
by la ter  chimney insert.  

B)Mill: frontage about 3 h .  
along stream flowing north into the Suir. 
The ear l ies t  section containing wheel ope 
is two stories (with gabled tent rebuilt) 
of crude random shale with sandstone quoins. 
Ground floor partly excavated back into 
rock. To the north a drying ki ln  was 
la te r  added and north of th is  a large 
storage building. The ruins of other 
detached buildings are  discernable in  the 
surrounding undergrowth. 

The motive power appears to have 
been the tide. The footings of a sluice 
gate to  the south ranain and th is  
presumably blocked the backflow of the 
t ide  which was then forced through a m i l l -  
race 1.6m. wide formed by means of two 
islands with an escape channel between 
thesn. Both islands and mill-side stream 
banks have stone retaining walls. 

Ball lan - the separation of this , 

&from the res t  of the parish 
prjsmably denotes secular ownership rather 
than ecclesiastical organization. 
I t s  bmdary  to  the south is t)le old road 
which continues to  ac t  as  parish 
boundary a s  it runs west ( see KILLEA,KIMCO%IBE & ROWUFF) 

Ballinaboola, Barristown, Carrigleigh, Cross -9 Dnmrusk - ni l .  

Kill St .~icholas  - A) Chuch: only a A tangu la r  mwd abcut llm. by Sm. renains. 
The, font mentioned by Power l .till then. The well i n  the ad joining f ie ld  which 
he associates w i t h  the church has no features of interest.  

1 Power,~anon P. , * m e  Ancient mined chuxhes of County lkterf4rd" in J .R.S.A. I.,  
No.21,1890,p.481 . 



Knocknagopple, Knockroe, and Parkswood -. n i l .  

Passa e East - i )  "Castle", 16th century bu i l t  by Peter Aylwrd. "One of the 
-gh ear l ies t  ate-bearing undefended houses in  the country". * Recently reroof ed 
and its ground floor used as  a garage. Proportioned l i ke  a thin-walld tower 
house but much incruded on so that  original  f u l l  extent d i f f i cu l t  t o  ascertain. 
North wall has pointed door about which a re  three carved stone family crests.  
one dated 1572. ( s e e  photographs, page 42)  

ii)Church,built c.1730 on s i t e  of ea r l i e r  oratory on c l i f f  above 
town. Sold by the Church of Ireland 1978 i t s  f ine  Georgian inter ior  and windows 
have since been vandalised. Roof ( s e i l l  !) intact .  

iii)Tower: the l a s t  remnant of the defences of Passage on waterf S 

edge t o  the south. Internal diameter 3 .h. with wall? 8Sm. thick. Four 
surviving loops, . h. wide externally splaying to  .8m. internally. Height of 
remaining wall from .5m. to  3m. externally. Door ope facing north eas t ,  1.7m. 
wide with thin  ( la te r )  wall running from its southern side cowards the r iver .  

O 
Valtor,  J . ,  i n  ,DECIES 4, p. 23. For f u l l e r  d e t a i l s  of Passage s e e  h i s  three 

pert s e r i e s ,  "Aspects o f  Passage Eastm i n  Deoies X, X I ,  XII. 

Re1.c~ : Location map for  Passage area. "Xn and "Y" show approximate locat ions  

of "cast le" and tower. Photograph shows tower from the r i v e r  s i d e  

with %assage h i l l  i n  background m d  St .  Anne1s church. 



THE CIVIL PARISH OF KILMACCMB. 

Ballinkina, Ballyloughmore: Ballyvoreen - n i l .  

Harristown - A) Passage grave: dimensions a s  per plan. ,but outer wall 
perimeter described by Hawkes* * no longer digcernable. Overgrown with grass 
and furze and d i f f i c u l t  of access. 

B) Old Road: Known as  Boithrin na mBan nCorm, t h i s  a l so  acts , for  
par t  r f  its length a t  l ea s t ,  as  a divider between t h i s  townlard and Ballyglan 
(q .v. ) , therefore a lso marking t e r r i t o r i a l  boundaries between parishes/manors . 
Signs of wheel ru t t ing  where rock surface exposed. This section and extension 
eas t  (see Knockaveelish) run on higher land ; western extension may be present 
road running north-west separating Woodstown and Rossduff on east  frun 
Ballyloughmore and Woodhouse, and there is  
some evidence (q.v. ) tha t  it thus 
continued its ro l e  of t e r r i t o r i a l  n 
boundary these possibly having 
formed separate parishes. 

C) Stone c i r c l e  (see 
Woodstown) r "Fairy Bush and I1Rath Dubh" 
mentioned by Power gone. 

Kilmacmb - A) Church: Gable and 
par t  of north wall surviving (see 
elevations). Heavily overgrown and 
mounded. No sign of internal 
division. On east  gable a re  window 
ope,three socket holes and ledge 
along roof l i n e  t o  hold and protect  
thatched roof. Its proximity t o  
Harristown passage grave may be 
significant . 

B) Ring f o r t  named 
"Fairy Ring" on O.S. Maps, ploughed 
in  about 1960. 

Knockhouse - n i l .  

ROSSDUFF - Apparently a t  one time a 
separate parish although included with 
Kilmacomb i n  Civil Survey. No evidence o r  record of church s i t e  here. " See 
however "old road1', Harristown. 

Woodstown - i )  "Stone Circle" is name applied locally t o  what appears t o  be 
remains of ring f o r t  about 1.h. diameter in which f i e ld  stones have been dunped. 
(Could t h i s  be the stone c i r c l e  Canon Power mentions as  being in Harristown ?). 

* This may have formed one townland with Ballylaughbeg,including Belle Lake, a l l  
being i n  Kilmacleague par ish - see Power and Civil Survey. The "Old Road" (see 
Harristown) may indicate so also.  

**Hawkes, J., J.R.S.A.I. , Vol. LXXI, pt. iv,  1941. 
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THE CIVIL PARISHES OF R A M Y L A N  AND CROBALLY. 

Ball acaw - A) Promontory fo r t ,  as  it seens, with promontory much eroded. 
--%iz Entrenc nt  and bank about 3 - 4m. high about 21m. long i n  a shallow V-shape 
pointing inland. 

B) Standing stone,about 4 h .  west of apex of entrenchnent; approx. 
3m. high and lm.broad with a squarish protrusion on top of c.20Qn.side. I t  is 
known locally a s  "The White Lady" (possibly it was once whitewashed) . 
Brow~lstown - n i l  (one might perhaps have expected that th i s  smaller version of 
the Hook Peninsula would have attracted a proportional number of s e t t l q e n t  
r a i n s  ). 

CROBALLY - n i l .  

Coolum (Part of CROBBLI1Y 
-parish) - 

A)Promontory f o r t :  what 
appears to  be three 
d e f e ~ ~ s i v e  mbanhents 
and a fosse cnclose 
promontory across .a  much 
eroded headland now 63m. 
long by lh. wide within. 
The outer bank curves 
outwards over its 2 h .  
length,averaging lm.high. 
Inside is the vestigal 
rmains of a second bank 
which drops direct ly into 
the fosse,fran the 
bottom of which the inner bank 
inner bank to the top of outer 

r i se s  4.5 t o  7m.high. The distarice f r m  top of 
bank is approx. 27m. 

B) Stone with irregular small cup-shaped hollows: While these could be natural, 
local t radi t ion is specific about the i r  origins. A Fr.McCarthy came to  say Mass 
here during Penal times and l e f t  h i s  mare tethered on a rock. Soldiers came but 
he escaped by sea. The soldiers kept watch waiting for  him to  return t o  get the 
mare which, however, foaled. This accounts for  large and small hoof marks on 
the rock ! 

Gortahill - "Carraigadun": Only crop-mark now visible  of oval earthworks approx. 
F b y T d  . on rock outcrop about 7m. above surrounding land. 

Graig - n i l .  

Kilmac a e A)lios and souterrain destroyed within the l a s t  10 years and only so i l  
&t indicating enclosure about 4k.diameter. Local tradition says that the 
entrance t o  the souterrain was a t  a mound within the lios,l-h.high,and that there 
were "steps" into the chamber which was a t  least  25n.long. Some of the roof stones 
were described as  having ogham markings,but none of these are v is ib le  i n  w h a t  are 
pointed out a s  stones from the souterrain pushed to  the edge of the f ie ld.  

B)Drinking stones(?): in the stream through t h i s  townland-.lie two 
stones parral lel  with the flow of the  stream,^. 2m.long and a few cms.apart. Twu 
seni-circles have been cut  from then facing each other to  form a hole c. 25cms .across. 
Local tradition says that  th i s  was to  allow a bucket to be dipped i n  but that ca t t l e  
could not use t h i s  point for drinking,being unable to  crane the i r  necks a t  the 
necessarj. angle ! 

C)Tobarquan - briar-covered well st i l l  in existence. 
D)"Cillintt enclosure described by Power no longer in existence. - 

Knockanpadden- - n i l .  
Liscelty- Lios mentioned by Pbwer qo longer exists. 



Rathmo lan(a1so pronounced Rathwhelan) - A) Promontory f o r t ;  comprising outer bank 
&aa f l a t  adea ZRn.wide,a fosse lfrn. deep,7m.wide9rising C. t o  top of inner 
anbanlanent. I t  encloses an area 18m. by 3611. approx.. 

B) Inland Promontory fort,destroyed within living memory by being trampled 
by donkeys and horses. I t  stood on a rocky outcrop but local t radi t ion maintains 
that  it contained a souterrain. 

C) Church - the present ruins appear to  %be post Reformation t o  judge frm the 
thiness of the walls. I t  is undivided and measures 10m. by 74m. approx. . The 

place. near south east wall is being undermined by foxes and a collapse has taken 
corner. The graveyard is heavily overgrown and is enclosed 
wall. 

-. > - -  - - -  - --_ > _ __ 
\ 

by a modern rectangular 

D) Earthworks - adjoining the ruined church was a complex series  of earthworks 
most of which were destroyed by deep ploughing in Winter 1982/'83. A sketch of 
these done in 1868* is reproduced here and added to  i t , l e t t e red  A to  H are  items 
noted i n  a rough survey made b e d i a t e l y  prior to  ploughing but not anticipating 
the i r  imminent destruction. A t  A were four middens containing shel ls  and pottery. 
They were about l i m .  i n  diameter and about l l m .  high. A similar grass grown heap 
sti l l  stands a t  B - possibly another midden. A p i l e  of blackend earth a t  C shows 
evidence of iron smelting. A t  D a brooch pin was found . Now i n  the National 
Museun it was described by them a s  'hedieval''. E is an apparently randanly heaped 
p i l e  of varied material. F is a deep fosse,sufficiently wide however to  have 
been a ro'ad, A t  G is an earthen mound,about 4m. high and llm. i n  diameter. 
H seems t o  be a fosse. 

Field walking has revealed pottery,mainly 
of two types - thin red sherds of 
f ine  materia1,well f i red  with a 
good speckled brown glaze; and 
thicker red sherds l e s s  well f i red  with 
mica tempering and a poor brown glaze. Also found 
was a rusted iron spear head, tan. thick 
with other dimensions as per actual sized 
drawing. This may therefore have been a 
significant settlement s i t e  and deserves 
archaeological imrestigation. 

* see R&, Rev. George H., in R.S.A.I. Jo-l, - .  ~ol ;~ , ' l 'h i rd  Serie~, l868-~69.  



LEC'IURE &ASON 1983- '84. 

A 1 1  lectures w i l l  be held i n  A.T.G.W.U. Hall, Keyser St.,Waterfbrd a t  8.00 p.m.. 

Oct.14th 1983 

Nov. 18th 

Dec. 11th 

Jan. 20th 1984 

Late Jan. 

Feb. 24th 

March 23rd 

March/Apri l 

. \ p r i l  13th 

Late May 

"William Earl Marshal1,Lord of Leinster,1189-1219" by 
Mrs. Margaret Phelan (LA. S.) . 
"Excavations a t  Lady -LaneM (i l lustrated)  by M r  .Michael Moore 
(Archaeologis t-in-charge3 . 
Annual Luncheon. Separate notice w i l l  be sent to  members 

"The Romanesque A r t  of Clonmacnoise" by M s .  Elizabeth ~ i t z ~ a t r i c k ,  
M.A. . 
Publication of DECIES XXV. 

"Waterford Merchants Abroad , 1550-1800" , by M r  .Julian Waltoh, 
(member ) . 
"The Colonization of Mmster" by Prof.Peter Woodman, (Dept. of 
Archaeology, U.C.C. ) . 
A.G.M. of Old Waterford Society. Separate notice w i l l  be sent 
to  members. 

"Folklore of County Waterfordt', by D r .  Rionach U i  Ogain 
(Folklore Dept., U.C.D.) . 
Publication of DECIES XXVI . 

The public a re  invited to  the lectures l i s t ed  above and t o  join the Society. 
Alternatively,intending members may send the i r  P5 subscription for  1983 
membership t o  the Hon. Treasurer of the Old Waterford Society - 

Mrs. R. Lmley, 28 Daisy Terrace, Waterford. 

Enquiries r e  DECIES t o  - 
Mr.  Noel Cassidy,"Lisacul" , Marian Park, Waterford (Phone 73130). 

DECIES is published thr ice  yearly by the Old Waterford Society and is distributed 
free t o  members i n  January, May and September. 
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