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20� 

with a mediceval stronghold. As may be seen at a glance, the 
castle consists of two parts-the 14th century keep and the domestic 
Tudor addition. The latter is said to occupy the site of a 
suppressed abbey of Canons Regular, granted on the dissolution 
to "Black l' Thomas Butler, loth Earl. More probably the 
mansion precincts only impinge on the abbey site. The Banqueting 
Hall is a noble chamber decorated in fresco; here we have a 
portrait of the Maiden Monarch, and, opposite, a medallion of 
the Earl himself, while numerous repetitions of the royal initials 
throughout the mansion remind us of the date of the latter and 

the favour which its builder found in the eyes of Elizabeth. In 
a chamber of this castle, by the way, it is popularly believed 
Anne Boleyn _v..·as born. (d) The noble mansion, worthy of a 
better fate,' has lately been allowed to lapse into a condition of 
neglect, or of worse, that is truly sad to witness. 

(d) For an essay Oll the sllhjed ~ee \VATEl{Flnm ARCHAWLOGlCAr~ 

J()n{~AL, Val. 11., pp. 2.,p, &c. 
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