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WATERFORD CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING 09th February, 2009
	PRESENT:          


                                                An Comhairleoir Sean Breathnach, Mheara
                                                An Comhairleoir Hilary O Caoinnealain

     An Comhairleoir Padraig Ó hAodha

     An Comhairleoir Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh

     An Comhairleoir Daithí Breathnach

     An Comhairleoir Daithi Mac Domnhaill

     An Comhairleoir Máire de Roiste

     An Comhairleoir Tomás O Cuinneagain
     An Comhairleoir Seán Hallagan
     An Comhairleoir Daithi O Cuileannáin

     An Comhairleoir Seamus O Riain

     An Comhairleoir Tomas Ó Murchu   
     An Comhairleoir Labhrás O Neill
                                                An Comhairleoir Máire Ní Hallúráin
	OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:          



Mr. M. Walsh, City Manager

                                              Mr. P. Power, Director of Services, Planning, Culture & HR


Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Corporate Affairs & Transportation 


Ms. C. Byrne, Director of Environmental Services


Mr. L. Power, Director of  Housing Emergency Services, C & E


Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance


Mr. J. Andrews, Senior Planner


Mr. J. O’Sullivan, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer


Mr. R. Mannix, Senior Engineer


Ms. M. Quigley, Administrative Officer


Ms. L. O’Mahoney, Administrative Officer


Ms. M. Condon, Asst. Staff Officer


Ms. K. Kennedy, A/Snr. Staff Officer

	APOLOGIES:          


An apology was received from An Comhairleoir Seamus O Dorchaidh who was unable to attend the meeting.
	VOTES OF SYMPATHY


It was unanimously resolved that this Council extend its sympathy to:

The families of:-
Jim Daly, Ballybeg


Brendan Sheehan, 53 The Folly

James Walsh,

Stella Brennan wife of former Mayor  Dr. Tom Brennan, St. Killian’s Place

The City Manager joined in the sentiments of the resolution on his own behalf and on behalf of the City Council staff.

On the proposal of the Mayor, it was unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders at 6.15p.m. to discuss the following motions:
1) The following motion in the name of Cllrs. Ryan and Hayes 

“That this council supports the actions of the Waterford Crystal employees as they strive to retain their jobs in Waterford, maintain the Waterford brand and secure their pensions”.

2) The CPG agreed to put forward the following motion for consideration by the Council –

  “That this council calls on the Health Services Executive to immediately reverse its decision to close St. Bridget’s Ward in St. Patrick’s Hospital pending the opening of the new proposed 50 bed unit for St. Patrick’s”.

	CONGRATULATIONS


A vote of congratulations was extended to Ferrybank Athletic Club on winning 4 gold medals at the National Indoor Athletics Championships in Belfast last week.
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held 12th January, 2009 be confirmed and signed.

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the  Special Council Meeting held on 12th January, 2009 be confirmed and signed.
	MATTERS ARISING


Council Meeting held 12th January,  2009
Questions:

Questions: Cllr.  D. Daniels
1.When will we have the report on capital projects?

2. Is the Waste Water Treatment Plant complete?
Answers
1. Will revert with report next month.

2. Yes – the plant is being commissioned at present.
Question:  - Cllr.  S. Ryan/Cllr.J. Halligan/Cllr. T. Cunningham/Cllr. D. Cullinane
In light of the current situation can the City Manager prepare an appraisal  report on job creation/retention, the initiatives and proposals of the City Development Board and  get an update from FAS on the current situation re apprenticeships.  Can we invite  IDA/FAS, Enterprise Ireland, a member of the  retail committee of the Chamber of Commerce and any other agency the Manager feels  is relevant to a meeting to outline what measures they’re taking to address the current situation.  The Members are anxious to be informed of what practical steps can now be taken by all agencies in light of the current situation.
Answer: An appraisal report will be prepared.
Question:  Cllr.  T. Murphy
Can CCTV be provided at the Landfill?
Answer:  A mobile unit is in operation in the city and can be used at this location.
Question: Cllr. M. O’Halloran/Cllr. L. O’Neill
When will work commence on the Tramore Road and the old Tramore Road?

 Answer:  Work is due to commence on the Tramore Road in April. The realignment of the Old Tramore Road is a separate contract and should commence early summer.
Question:  Cllr.  J. Kelly
Can the City Council organise a ceili for St. Patrick’s Day?
Answer:  The St. Patrick’s Day committee is organising events for the occasion. Cllr. D. Walsh advised the meeting St. Herblain Town Twinning attend a Ceili in the Tower Hotel every year.

	PLANNING


1. Part X1 Planning & Development Act, 2000-2007 - Part 8 Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2008, as amended – Completion  of the Process.

 New Fire Service Headquarters, Kilbarry Road.
The Senior Planner presented a report on the Part 8 process.  The proposed work comprises of construction of a fire Service Headquarters building and ancillary functions at the junction of Kilbarry Road and Ballybeg Drive and as described in the report. No written submissions were received during the statutory period and it was recommended that the development should proceed.
It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hayes, seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill  and unanimously agreed that the  proposed works on the Fire Service Headquarters, at Kilbarry Road   proceed as set out in Manager’s Report dated 2nd February, 2009 which had been circulated with the agenda. 

A question relating to procurement and the use of local contractors was answered.

3.  Planning Referrals – the following planning applications were referred to the Area Committees

09/03

Applicant Name: Sean Johnston
Development Description: change of use of existing two storey unit from light industrial (joinery) to retail (local grocery shop) 
at ground floor level and for office space at first floor level and also for the upgrade of the unit externally, including a new 
profiled steel sheeted roof, addition of 4no. windows and 3 no. double doors at ground floor level and for 11 no. windows at 
first floor level with all associated site development works including new signage at 50 Tycor Business Centre, Tycor Avenue, 
Waterford
08/369

Applicant Name: Patrick Halley,
Development Description: erection of one pylon sign (PROTECTED STRUCTURE at Burchall House,  Parnell Street,  Waterford
08/377

Applicant Name: Dover Developments Ltd
Development Description: change of use from restaurant at ground floor level and from office at first floor level (units 3 & 6 respectively), all to educational use and associative services, together with all site development works (Retention) at Durands Court, Parnell Street, Waterford
08/378

Applicant Name: City of Waterford VEC
Development Description : change of use from retail(Units 2 & 4 respectively) and from office (Unit 2A) all at ground floor level and from office use at Unit 8 at first floor level and Unit 10 at second floor level, all to educational use and associative services, together with all site development works (Retention) at Durands Court, Parnell Street, Waterford
08/388

Applicant Name: George Corbett
Development Description: erection of an illuminated pylon sign and all associated site works at George Corbett Motors, Cork Road, Waterford.
08/32

Applicant Name: Ring Road Developments Ltd. 
Development Description:  the proposed demolition of existing dwelling & outbuildings & the proposed erection of 6 number detached two-storey dwellings (part dormer) and all associated site works, landscaping & boundary treatments at  Butlerstown Road, Ballynaneashagh, Waterford
	
	PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Property Management items forming a schedule hereto were unanimously agreed on the proposition of Cllr. D. Daniels seconded by Cllr. M. Roche.

	
	SPC REPORTS


The Chair of the Environment SPC presented a report in respect of the previous meeting held on 9th February, 2009. 
The report covered the following areas of work undertaken by the SPC - Tree Management Policy, Water Conservation Policy, Control of Dogs and Control of Horses Legislation, Noise Action Plan, Climate Change Strategy, Bye Laws for the Storage, Presentation and Segregation of Household Waste 2008 and the Play Policy.
A number of questions relating to tree preservation orders, the removal of trees at Ashley Court, dangerous trees, a tree audit and the preservation of mature trees were raised and dealt with.

Questions were also dealt with concerning noise and light pollution and dog fouling.

	
	JPC REPORT


The Chair of the JPC presented a report in respect of the meeting held on 2nd February, 2009.
An update on the progress of the Community Safety Strategy was given along with Garda figures on  headline crime, burglaries and drug seizures.  
The proposed Garda community clinics and increased walkabouts were welcomed by the Members who also commented on the useful work and resulting improvements arising from the JPC.

Questions were dealt with concerning community policing, public access to the JPC meetings and media coverage.

The report was noted by the meeting.

	
	TRANSPORTATION


Adoption of Bye Laws for:

1. Car Parking

2. Parking Places

The Director of Corporate Affairs and Transportation’s report, circulated at the meeting refers. 

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Cullinane seconded by Cllr. T. Cunningham and agreed to adopt the Waterford City Car Park Bye-Laws 2009 and  Parking Places Bye-Laws 2009 in order to facilitate pay and display parking in the City Centre.

Questions were dealt with concerning parking congestion in Lismore Park and it was agreed to arrange a meeting between the Area Members, WIT and the Council. It was also confirmed that arrangements for lower cost long stay parking in Johnstown car park would continue.
	
	HOUSING - GRANTS


Housing Adaptation Grants, Mobility Aids Housing Grants and Housing Aid for Older People – Priority Needs Scheme.
In presenting the proposed priority needs scheme, the Chair of the Housing SPC outlined the various Grants Schemes and the proposed allocation of resources based on the following:
10% Mobility Aid Grants


- 

Max Grant
  €6,000

30% Housing Adaptation for People with disabilities

Max Grant
€30,000

60% to Housing Aid for Older People Scheme

Max Grant
€10,500

Members expressed concern about the lack of funding, public confusion in respect of the schemes and the requirement to have plans and drawings prepared. 
It was noted that the Scheme was currently over subscribed and it was agreed that all applicants should be informed of the status of their application.  
It was agreed to write to the Minister to request that additional funding be provided. 

The Priority Needs Scheme was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan seconded by Cllr. L. O’Neill and it was unanimously agreed to adopt the scheme as presented.

A discussion also took place about the Warmer Homes Scheme, Home Energy Savings Scheme and the Greener Homes Scheme administered by Sustainable Energy Ireland. There was disappointment that window and door replacement was not listed as eligible works in the new Home Energy Savings Scheme and it was agreed to write to the Minister to request that these be included.  

Clarification on the different schemes was given and the role of Waterford Area Partnership outlined.

	
	CORRESPONDENCE


Attendance at the following conferences for January was proposed by Cllr.  M. O’ Halloran seconded by Cllr.  M. Roche and unanimously agreed.
Activities Tourism – Clare Tourist Council & Antrim Borough Council.

Dunadry, Muchamore, Antrim – 23rd-24th January, 2009.

Cllr. T. Cunningham, Cllr. H. Quinlan, Cllr. P. Hayes, Cllr. L. O’Neill
It was unanimously agreed to place letter dated 19th January, 2009 from the Department of Education concerning WIT as an item on the Agenda for March, 2009.

	
	MOTION


It was agreed to refer Motion No.527 (SIPTU 100th Anniversary) in the name of Cllr. D. Cullinane and Cllr. J. Kelly to the Procedures Committee Meeting
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Kelly seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss the motions in respect of Waterford Crystal and St. Patrick’s Hospital

It was proposed by Cllr. S. Ryan seconded by Cllr. P. Hayes and unanimously agreed :
“That this Council supports the actions of the Waterford Crystal employees as they strive to retain their jobs in Waterford, maintain the Waterford brand and secure their pensions”

Members expressed grave concerns that workers redundancy and pension payments were in jeopardy and contrasted the treatment of Waterford Crystal with that of the banks in recent times. The potentially serious impact of the loss of Waterford Crystal on tourism, retailing, hotels and restaurants in Waterford was also highlighted. Cllr. Kelly called on the government to treat Waterford Crystal as a special case and to nationalise it and he expressed his gratitude to the people of Waterford for their help over the last couple of weeks.
It was proposed by the Mayor, Cllr. J. Walsh, seconded by Cllr. M. O’Halloran and unanimously that agreed:

  “That this Council calls on the Health Services Executive to immediately reverse its decision to close St. Bridget’s Ward in St. Patrick’s Hospital pending the opening of the new proposed 50 bed unit for St. Patrick’s”.

The Members expressed their serious concerns at the proposed ward closure and the impact that it would have on some of the most vulnerable members of the community. Concerns were expressed about the lack of progress on a proposed new unit and suggestions that the hospital should be closed.  The Members were at one in calling for the proposed closure to be reversed and for the new unit to be built as soon as possible.  
The Mayor advised that a meeting had taken place with the Waterford Oireachtas Members and they had given an undertaking to raise the issue with the Minister for Health. The Mayor also stated that he had written to Professor Drumm expressing his concern at the closure.  
A petition book had been opened at City Hall calling on the Minister to put a new hospital in place.

	
	AOB


Cllr. L. O’Neill asked that the Council consider some ways of attracting visitors to John Roberts Square during the summer period following the success of the Carousel at Christmas.
That concluded the business of the meeting

Signed: ________________________

Date: _____________________
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